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TO 



THE QUEEN. 



Madam^ 

X o approach the High and the Illuftrious 
has been, in all ages, the privilege of Poets ; 
and though Tranilators cannot juftly claim the 
fame honour, yet they naturally follow their 
Authors as Attendants ; and I hope that, in 
return for having enabled Tasso to difRife his 
fame through the Britiih Dominions, I may be 
introduced by him to the prefence of Your 
Majesty. 

Tasso has a peculiar claim to Your Ma- 
jesty's favour, as a Follower and Panegyrift 
of the Houie of Este, which has one common 
Anceftor with the Houfe of Hanover; and 
in reviewing his life, it is not eafy to forbear 
a wilh that he had lived in a happier time, 
when he might, among the Defcendants of 
that illuflrious Family, have found a more 
liberal and potent patronage. 

I cannot 



DEDICATION. 

I cannot but obfervc, Madam, how un- 
equally Reward is pcoportioncd to Merit, 
when I refledl that the Happinefs, w^hich was 
with- held froim Ta§9o, is referved for me; 
and that the Poem, which once hardly pro- 
cured to its Author the countenance of the 
Princes of Ferrara, has attracted to* its 
Xranfletot the favourable notice of a B&itlsh 
Queen. 

Had this been thq fate of Tasso,. he would 
have been able to have celebrated the Conde- 
fceniioa of Your Majesty in nobler lan- 
guage, but could not have felt it with, more 
, ardent gratitude, than. 

Madam, 

Your Majesty's 

■ ■ • 

Moft faithful, and 
Devoted Servant, 

JOHN HOOLE. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



BY THE TRANS LATOBi 



TO 



THE FIFTH EDITION. 



raAviNG completed a tranflation of the OrIiAndo 
FuRioso of Ariosto^ with explanatory Notes, 
and the favourable attention that has been paid 
to my verfion of Tasso, making it neceflary to 
give a new edition of the Jerusalem, I thought 
it e^cpedient to revife the work, and, in order not 
only to render it more worthy of the public favour, 
but to give an uniformity to the two publications; 
I have added to the prefent edition fuch notes as 
might be ufeful for explaining the hifiorical allu- 
Jions^ and fome few other pailages : but as the 
Jerusalem is in itfelf complete^ and wholly inde- 
pendent of every other poem, in which refpe<Sl it 
has the advantage of the Orlando, and of the 
three great Poems of Antiquity ; and as the hif- 

torical 
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torical allulions are rare^ compared to thofe of 
Ariosto, the bulk of the notes will be inconfider- 
able. It may poffibly at firft be thought, by fome^ 
that I have not dwelt fufficiently on the imitations 
and ftriking parts of this admirable Poem j but the 
truth is, I was unwilling to fwell the pages with 
an unprofitable difplay of criticifm ; and I hope I 
may add, without the imputation of vanity, that 
little commentary was required to an author with 
whom my countrymen are now acquainted. But 
it appeared to me that much was to be faid, on 
the introduction of fuch a poem as Ariosto*s, 
to open fully a poetical chara6ler To new and 
uncommon to the Englifh reader. 

« 

May 23, 1783. 
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Of all Authors, fo familiarly known by name to the 
generality of Engliih readers as Taflb, perhaps there is 
none whofe works have been fo little read ; and the few 
who have read them, have feldom eftimated them by their 
own judgment. As fome authors owe much of their re- 
putation to the implicit acquiefcence of the many in the 
encomiums beftowed upon them by fome perfon with whom, 
for whatever reafon, it has been thought honourable to ac- 
quiefce ; fo others have been rated much below their me- 
rit, merely becaufe fome fafhionable critic has decried their 
performances ; and thus it has happened to Taflb. 

M. Boileau, in one of his fatires, had ridiculed the ab- 
fardity of '* preferring the tinfel of Taflb to the gold of 
*' Virgil :" this fentiment was haftily catched up by Mr. 
Addifon, whofe polite and elegant writings are an honour 
to our nation, but whofe greateft excellence was not, per- 
haps, either poetry or criticifm ; and he has zealoafly de- 
clared, in one of his Spedbtors, that ** he entirely agrees 
^' with M. fioileau, that one verfe in Virgil is worth all 
'* the tinfel of Tafib." Thefe declarations, indeed^ amount 
to no more than that gold is better than tinfel, and true wit 
than falfe ; a difcovery which does no great honour to the 
author : but thofe, w1k> are accuftomed to take things in 
the grofs, and to adopt the judgment of others becaufe they 
will not venture to judge for themfelves, have inferred, that 
all Virgil is gold, and that all Tafib is tinfel ; than which 
aothiog can be more abfurd^ whether M. Boileau and Mr. 
« Addifon 
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Addifon intended the implication or not : it is as true, that 
the gold of Taflb is better that his tinfel, as that the gold 
of Virgil is better; and though a verfe of Virgil is better 
than all Taflb's tinfel, it does not follow that it is alfo bet* 
ter than Taflfo's gold. That Taflb has gold, no man, who 
wifhes to be thought qilaliii^ tfo judge of pobtiy, willchoofe 
to deny. It wilF alfo be readily admitted, that he has tin* 
fel ; but it will be eafy to (how, not only that the gold pre- 
ponderates, but that the tinfel, mingled with it, is not in a 
greater proportion than in many other compofitions, which 
have received the applaufe of fucceffive ages, and been pre* 
fervcd in the wreck of nations^ when* almoft every other 
pofleiHon has been abandoned. 

By tinfel is meant ialfe thought, and, perhaps, inCrediUe 
fiSton ; and whoever is acquainted with the writings of 
Ovid, knows that he abounds with falfe thoughts, th&t he 
is continually playing upon words, and that his fii^ions 
are in the higheft degree incredible ; yet his Metamor- 
phoses have ever been held in great eftimation by all 
judges of poetical merit. 

But if Taflb's merit is to be decided by authority,, majr 
not that of AI. Voltaire be oppofed with great propriety ta 
the pedantry of M. Boileau, and the echo of Mr. Addifon ? 
** There is (fays he, in his Efiay on Epic Poetry) no mo- 
*^ nument of antiqpity in Italy that more defervte the ait- 
** tention of a traveller, than the Jerusalem' of Taflb* 
**^ Time, which fubverts tlie reputation of conknon per* 
*^ fbrmances, as it were by fap, has rendered that of the 
** Jerusalem more ftable and permanent : this poem is 
** now fung in many parts of Italy, as the IiiiAi5 Was iil^ 
** Greece ; and Taflb is placed, withodt fcruple, by the fide' 
** of Homer and Virgil, not with (tending his defe£b,' and' 
** the criticifms of Defpreauz. The Jerusalem appears,' 
** in fome refpedis, to bexan imitation of the Iliaij ; but if 
** Rinaldo is drawn after Achilla, and Godfrey after Agtt* 
<' memnon, 1 will venture to fay, that Taflb^s copy is mudv 
** fiiperior to the original : in his> battles he has 'as mudi* 
*< fire as Homer, with grctuei^ variety;i his heroes^ like 

<« thofe 
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thoTe of die Iliad, are difttnguiflied by a dl^erence of 
^ charafker ; but the cliara&eisof Taflb are more fkilfully 
^ introdiKtcl, more ftrongiy marked, and infinitely better 
** faftaiiitd; for there is fcarce one in the Iliad that is 
^ not inconfiftent with itfelf, and not one in the Jerusa- 
*^ LEM that is not uniform throughout. Taflb has paint- 
**' ed what Homer only iketched ; he has attained the art of 
•• varying his tints by difitrent {hades of the fame colour, 
** and has di(lingui(hed, into different modes, many virtues, 
^ vices, and paffions, which others have thought to be the 
•* fame. Thus the chara£heri(lic, both of Godfrey and" 
^ Aladine, is fagacity, but the modes are finely Varisd ; in 
** Godfrey it is a calm circumi^peSive prudence, in Aladine 
•■ a cruel policy. Courage is predominant both in Tan- 
•• cred and Argantes ; but in* Tancred it is a generous con- 
•* tempt of danger, in Argantes a brutal fury : fo love in 
Armidk is a mixture of kvity and defire ; in Erminia it is 
a foft and amiable tendemefs. There is, indeed, no figure 
in the pi£ture that does not difcover the hand of a maf- 
ter, not even Peter the hermit, who is finely contrafted 
** with the enchanter Ifmeno ; two charadiers, which are 
forely very much fupenor to the Calchas and Talthybius 
**' of Homer. Rinaldo is, indeed, imitated from Achilles, 
** but his faults are more excufable, his chara£ler is more 
^ amiable, and his leifure is better employed ; Achilles 
^ dazzles us, but we are interefted for Rinaldo. 

*^ I am in doubt whether Homer has done right or wrong 
'* in making Priam fo much the obje£k of our pity, but it 
*• was certainly a mafter-ftroke in Taflb to render Aladine 
•* odious ; for the reader Would otherwife have been necef- 
•* (arily intercftcd for the Mahometans againft the Chrif- 
^ tians, whom he would have been tempted to confider as a 
band of vagabond thieves, who had agreed to ramble from 
the heart of Europe, in order to dcfolate a country they 
had no right to, and mafTacre, in cold blood, a venerable 
♦* prince, more than fourfcore years old, and his whole peo- 
** pie, againft whom they had no pretence of complaint/* 
M. Voltaire then obfervcs, that this is indeed the true 
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chara£ter of the crufades: but *^ TafTo (continues he) has, 
with great judgment, reprefented them very difierently ; 
for» in his Jerusalem, they appear to be an army of 
** heroes marching under a chief of exalted virtue, to refcue, 
** from the tyranny of Infidels, a country which had been 
" confecrated by the birth and death of a God. The fub- 
*• je& of his poem, confidered in this view, is the moft fub- 
'* lime that can be imagined ; and he has treated it with 
** all the dignity of which it is worthy, and has even ren- 
^' dered it not lefs interefting than elevated. The aSion 
*' is well condu£led, and the incidents artfully interwoven ; 
**^ he (trikes out his adventures with fpirit, and diftributes 
*^ his light and (hade with the judgment of a mailer: he 
** tranfports his reader from the tumults of war to the fweet 
'* folitudes of love, and from fcenes exquifitely voluptuous 
'* he again tranfports him to the field of battle : he touches 
*^' all the fprings of paffion, in a fwift but regular fuccef- 
fion, and gradually rifes above himfelf as he proceeds 
from book to book : his llyle is in all parts equally cleac 
and elegant ; and when his fubje<^ requires elevation, it 
'* is afl:oni(hing to fee how he imprelTes a new chara6tc;r 
upon the foftnefs of the Italian language, how he fub- 
limes it into majefty, and compreiTes it into ftrength. It 
mud, indeed, be confefled, that in the whole poem there 
** are about two hundred verfes in which the author has 
*^ indulged himfelf in puerile conceits, and a mere play 
** upon words; but this is nothing more than a kind of 
** tribute which his genius paid to the tafte of the age he 
** lived in, which had a fondnefs for points and turns that 
** has iince rather increafed than diminiftied." 

Such is the merit of Tafib*s Jerusalem in the opinion 
of M. Voltaire : he has, indeed, pointed out, with great 
judgment, many defedls in particular parts of the work^ - 
which he fo much admires upon the whole; but this gives 
his teftimony in behalf of Taflb, fo far as it goes, new 
force ; and if Tafib can be juftified in fome places whero. 
M. Voltaire has condemned him, it follows, that his gene- 
19I merit is ftill greater dun M. Voltaire has allowed. 

Having 
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Hiving remarked foine fanciful exceiles in the sccount 
of the expedition of Ubald and his companion^ to difcover 
and bring back Rinaldo, who was much wanted by the 
whole army, M.Voltaire afks, ^* what was the great exploit 
** which was referved for this hero, and which rendered his 
** prefence of fo much importance, that he was tranfported 
** from the Pic of TenerifFc to Jerufalem ? Why he was*' 
(fays M.Voltaire) '* defined by Providence to cut down 
** fome old trees, that ftood in a foreft which was haunted 
** by hobgoblins/* M. Voltaire, by this ludicrous defcrip- 
tion of Rinaldo's adventure in the Enchanted Wood, inii« 
nuates, that the fervice he performed was inadequate to the 
pomp with which he was introduced, and unworthy of the 
miracles which contributed to his return : but, the en- 
chantment of the foreft being once admitted, this exploit 
of Rinaldo will be found greatly to heighten his charadler, 
and to remove an obllacle to the iiege, which would other- 
wife have been infuperable, and would confequently have 
defeated the whole enterprize of the crufade : it was im« 
poilible to carry on the fiege without machines conftrufied 
of timber ; no timber was to be had but in this fored ; and 
in this foreft the principal heroes of the Chriftian army had 
attempted to cut timber in vain. 

To this it may be added, that M. Voltaire has not dealt 
fairly, by fuppofing that Rinaldo was recalled to the camp 
for no other intent than to cut down the wood : the Critic 
leems to have forgotten the neceffity of this hero's prefence 
to the general affairs of the Chriftians : it was he who was 
deftined to kill Solyman, whofe death was, perhaps, df 
equal confequence to the Chriftians, as that of Hedor to 
the Grecians : the Danifh mefienger had been miraculoufly 
preferved, and fent to deliver Sweno's fword to Rinaldo, 
with a particular injundion for him to revenge the death 
of that prince on the Soldan : we fee further the import- 
ance of Rinaldo in the laft battle, where he kills almoft all 
the principal leaders of the enemy, and is ihe great caufe of 
the entire defeat of the Egyptian army. 
M. Voltaire's general ceoAire of this incident, therefore* 

appew 
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appears to be ill-founded. ** But certain Demons (fays 
he) '* having taken an infinite variety of ihapes to terrify 
** thofe who came to fell the trees, Tancred finds his Cio* 
** rinda ihut up in a pine, and wounded by a llroke which 
** he had given to tbe trunk of the tree ; and Armida ilTues 
** from the bark of a myrtle, while ihe is nuny leagues 
** diilant in the Egyptian army.*' 

Upon a review of this laft paflage^ the firft fentence will 
certainly be found to confute the cenfure implied in the 
lecond. In tbe firft fentence we are told, ** that the forms 
** which prevented the Chriflian heroes from cutting down 
** the trees, were devils :" in the fecond it is intimated* 
that the voice of Clorinda, and the form of Armida, were 
no illufions, but in reality what they feemed to be: for 
where is the abfurdity that a demon fhould aflume the 
voice .of Clorinda, or the figure of Armida, in this foreft* 
though Clorinda herfelf was dead, and Armida in another 
place? TaiTo, therefore, is acquitted of the charge of 
making Armida in two places at one time, even by tbe very 
pafiage in which the charge is brought. 

To the authority of M.Voltaire, who, at the fame time 
that he fuppofes TaiTo to have more faults than he has» 
thinks his excellencies fufficient to place him among the 
firft poets'in the world,, may be added that of Mr. Dryden, 
who, in the preface to the tranilation of Vireil, has de^ 
dared the Jerusalem Delivered to be theiiext heroic 
poem to the Iliad and ^Eneid, 

Mr. Dryden was too great a mafter in poetical compofl- 
tion, and had a knowledge too extenfive, and a judgment 
too accurate, to fuppofe the merit of the Jerusalem to 
be fubverted by improbabilities, which are more numerous 
and more grofs in the works of Homer and Virgil. It is 
very likely that magic and enchantment were as generally 
and firmly believed, when Taflb wrote his Jerusalem, as 
the vifible agency of the Pagan deities at the writing of the 
Iliad» the Odyssby, and ^Eneid : and it is certain, that 
the events, which Tailb fuppofes to have been brought 
about by enchantment, were more congruous to fuch a 

caufe 
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oi«le A^n m^^ 6Aioas of cK^ Greek and Roman p^ety Ip 
jhe P^gtm theologgr ; at le^A tl)at a thoology, whidi oould 
l4wt t)im» wa^ joonc ^bfurd than the exiftenoe and operar 
;ion of afif powers of magic and enchaatuMCQt. If we do 
not, t})iercfoi]c» rejeA the poems of Homer and Virgil as 
not worth reading, becaufe they contain extravagant ^Ita, 
l¥0 bave no right to make that a pretence for rqeAing th^ 
JeIUjsj^lem of Tafib ; efpecially if the Gothic machines 
were more adapted to the great ends of e(NC ppetrjr than this 
^ritem pf antiquity, a^ an ingenious author has endeavoured 
p> (how : his words ^re ; ** The current popular ^les of 
f* dyes 9^ fairi(8s w^re even fitter to take |he cr^ulous 
/f Hiind, and charm it into 9 wilting admiration of the 
**ffici^HS nttracles, which wajrward fancy delights in, than 
^f thofe of the cM traditionary rabble of Papn divinities. 
f< And thpa, for the more folemn fancies of witchcraft and 
f* incantation, the horrors of the Gothic were above niea*- 
f^ fare Ariking and tfsrrible. The mummeries of the Pagan 
<< pne(l$ were childifli s byt the Gothic enchanters (hook 
^i and ^hirmed ail nature. We feel this di&rence v^ry 
^f iKD&Ay in reading tlie ancient and modern poets. Yon 
M would not compare ihe Canidia of Horace with the 
^* witches of Mac^th : and what are Virgil's myrtles 
^< dropping blood, to TaiTo's enchanted foreft ?" Letters 
pn Chivalry and Romance, p. 48, 49, 

As I think*it is now evident that a reader may be pleafod 
with Tafib, and not difgraioe his jpdgm^t, 1 may* without 
imfH'opriety, ofier 9 tranflation oit him to thofe who cannot 
read him in his original language. I may be toJd, indeed, 
fbat there is an Engliih tranflation of him already, and 
ll^erefeve that an apology is necefiary for a new one. To 
this I anfwer, that the only complete tranflation is that of 
Fairfax, which is in Ibinsas that cannot be read with plea* 
fure by the generality of thofe who have a tafie for Engliih 
poetry ; of which no other proof is necefiary than that it 
appears icarce to have been read at all : it is not only un* 
pleafimti but irkfomei in fuch a degree, as to furmount 

curiofity ; 
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curioiity ; and more than counterbalance all the beauty of 
expreffion, and fentiment, which is to be found in that 
work. I do not flatter myfelf that I have excelled Fairfax, 
except in my meafure and verfification, and even of theie 
the principal recommendation is, that they are more mo* 
dern, and better adapted to the ear of all readers of Eng- 
lifh poetry, except of the very few who have acquired a 
tafte for the phrafes and cadences of thofe times, when oar 
verfe, if not our language, was in its rudiments. 

That a tranflation of Taflb into modern Englifli verfe 
has been generally thought necefiary, appears by feveral 
eflays that have been made towards it, particularly thofe of 
Mr. Brooke, Mr.Hooke, andMr.Layng: ifanyofthefe 
gentlemen had completed their undertaking, it would e£- 
fe^ually have precluded mine. Mr. ft-ooke's in particular, 
IS at once fo harmonious, and fo fpiiited, that I think an 
entire tranflation of Taflb by him would not only have 
rendered my tafls. unneceffiiry, but have difcouraged thofe 
from the attempt, whofe poetical abilities are much fupe- 
rior to mine : and yet Mr. Brooke's performance is rather 
an animated paraphrafe than a tranflation. My endeavour 
has been to render the fenfe of my author as nearly as poC- 
iible, which could never be done merely by tranflating his 
words ; how I have fucceeded the world muft determine : 
an author is but an ill judge of his own performances: and 
the opinion of friends is not always to be trufted ; for 
there is a kind of benevolent partiality which inclines us to 
think favourably of the works of thofe whom we efteera. 
I am, however, happy, in the good opinion of fome gen- 
tlemen whofe judgment, in this cafe, could err only by 
fuch partiality ; and as I am not lefs ambitious to engage 
efleem as a man, than to merit praife as an author, I am 
not anxioufly folicitous to know whether they have been 
miftaken or not. 

As many paflages in the original of this work are very 
dofely imitated from the Greek and Roman Claffics, I may 
perhaps, inadvertently, have inferted a line or two from the 

Englifh 
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£dgli(h verfions of tbofe authors ; bat as Mr. Pope, in hb 
tranflation of Hom£R, has taken feveral veries from Mr, 
Dryden, and Mr. Pitt, in his traitflation of the ^Eneld, 
feyeral both from Mr. Drydcn and Mr, Pope, I flatter 
myfelf I Ihall incur no cenfure on that account. 

I have incorporated fome few verf^sboth.of Mr. Brooke's 
and Mr. Layng's veriion of Taflb with my own ; but as I 
have not arrogated the merit of what I have borrowed to 
myfelfy I cannot judly be accofed of plagiarifm. Thefe 
obligations I acknowledge* that I may do jaftice to othere; 
but tliere are fome which I (hall mention to gratify myfelf. 
Mr. Samuel Johnfon, whofe judgment I am happy in be- 
ing authorifed to make ufe of on this occafion* has given 
me leave to publifli it, as his opinion, that a modern trans- 
lation of the Jerusalem Delivered is a work that may 
very julUy merit the attention of the Englifti reader; and 
I owe many remarks to the friendihip and candour of Dr. 
Hawkefworth, from which my performance has received 
coniiderable advantages. 

. Before I conclude this Preface, it is neceflary the Englifh 
reader Ihould be acquainted that the Italian poets, when 
they fpeak of infidels of any denomination, generally ufe 
the word Pagano: the word Pagan, therefore, in the tranf- 
lation, is often ufed for Mahometan ; and Spenfer has ufcd 
the word Paynim in the (ame fenfe. 

As the public is not at all concerned about the qualifica- 
tions of an author, any further than they appear in his 
works, it is to little purpofe that writers have endeavoured 
to prevent their writings from being confidered as the lland* 
ard of their abilities, by alleging the fhort time, or the 
difadvantageous circumftances, in which they were pro- 
duced,. It their performances are too bad to obtain a fa- 
vourable itception for themfelves, it is not likely that the 
world wiUlregard them with more indulgence for being told 
why the^are no better. If I did not hope, therefore, that 
the tranflation now ofiered, though begun and finiflied in the 
midft of employments of a very dificient kind, might fome<> 

Vol, I. b thing 
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thing more than atone JFor its own defe6ls, I would not have 
obtruded it on the public. All I requeft of my readers, is 
to judge for themfelves, and if they find any entertainment, 
not to think the worfe of it, for being the performance of 
one, who has never before appeared a candidate for their 
fufirages as an author. 
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.ToRQUATd TASSO was defccnded from the 
illudrious houfe of the Torregiani, lords of Bergamo^ 
Milan, and feveral other towns in Lombardy. The Tor-v 
regiani, being expelled by the Vifconti, fettled between 
fiergamo and Como, in the mod advantageous pods of 
the mountain of Taflb, from which they took their name. 
This family fupported itfelf by alliances till the time of 
Bernardo Taflb, whofe mother was of the houfe of Cornaro. 
The eflatc of Bernardo, the father of our poet, was no ways 
equal to his birth ; but this deficiency, in point of fortune, 
was in fome roeafure compenfated by the gifts of under- 
ftanding. His works in verfe and profe are recorded as mo- 
numents of his genius ; and his fidelity to Ferrante of San- 

* All the principal incidents in this life are taken from the account given 
by GioTajini Battlfto Manfo, a Neapolitan, lord of Bifacci6 and Pianca. 
This nohleman was Taflb's intimate friend j he had many of our Autho^a 
papers in hit poifeflion, and being himMf witnefi to feteral particulars which 
he lelates, hli auihoxicy feems anexceptiooable. 

b z. feverino, 
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Tcvcrino, prince of Salerno, to whom he was entirely <!c- 
voted, entitled him to the efteem of every man of honour. 
This prince had made him his fecretary, and taken him 
with him to Naples, where he fettled, and married Portia 
di Roffi, daughter of Lucrctia di Gambacorti, of one of the 
mod illuftrious families in that city. 

Portia was fix months gone with child, when (he was 
invited by her fifler Hyppoly la to Sorrento, to pay her a vilit. 
Bernardo accompanied her thither: and in this place Portia 
was delivered of a (on, on the nth day of March 15449 at 
noon. The infant was baptized a few days after, in the 
metropolitan church of Sorrento, by the name of Torquato. 
Bernardo and Portia returned foon after to Naples, with 
little TzBbf whofe birth, like Homer's, was afterwards 
difputed by feveral cities that claimed the honouf of it: 
but it (eems undeniably proved that he was bom at Sor- 
^nto. 

Hiftorians relate incredible things of his early and pro- 

mifing genius: they tell us, that, at fix months old, he not 

' only fpoke and pronounced his words clearly and diilin<^y, 

but that he thought, reafoned, expreiTed his wants, and an- 

fwered queftions; that there was nothing childifh in his 

'words, but the tone of his voice; that he feldom laughed 

or cried ; and that, even then, he gave certain tokens of that 

equality of temper which fupported him fo well in his future 

^misfortunes. 

Towards the end of his third year, Bernardo his father 
was obliged to follow the prince of Salerno into Germany, 
which journey proved the fource of all the fufFerings of 
TalTo and his family. The occafion was this. Don Pedro 
of Toledo, viceroy of Naples for the emperor Charles V. 
'had formed a defign to e{labli(h the inquifition in that city. 
The Neapolitans, abrmed at this, refolved to fend a depu- 
tation to the emperor, and, for that purpofe, made choice 
of the prince of Salerno, who feemed moft able, by his 
authority and riches, to make head againd the vrceioy. 
The prince undertook the ai&ir; and Bernardo Tafibac« 
companied him imo Gerfloany. 

Befim 
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Before his departure, Bernardo committed the care of 
his fon to Angel uzzo, a man of learning ; for it was his 
opinion, that a boy could not be put too foon under the 
tuition of men. At three years of age, they tell us, little 
Tailb began to fludy grammar ; and, at four, was fent to 
the college of the Jefuits, where he made fo rapid a pro- 
grefs, that at feven he was pretty well acquainted with the 
Latin and Greek tongues: at the fame age he made public 
orations, and composed fome pieces of poetry, of which 
the ftyle is faid to have retained nothing of puerility. 
The following lines he addreflTed to his mother when he left 
Naples to follow his father's fortune, being then only nine 
years of age. 

Ma dal fen de la madne empia fortuna 

Fargoletto divelfe, ah di' que' baci 

Ch' ella bagno di lagrime dolenti 

Con fofpir mi rimembra, e de gli ardenti 

Preghi che fen portar Taure fugaci, 

Che i' non dovea giunger piu volto a volto 

Fra quelle braccia accolto 

Con nodi cosi ftretti, e fi tenaci, 

Laflb, e feguij con mal ficure piante 

Qual' Afcanio, o Camilla il padre errante. 

Relentlefs Fortune in my early years 

Removes me from a mother's tender breaft: 
With fighs I call to mind the farewel tears 

That bath'd her kifles when my lips (he prefs'd f 
I hear her pray*n with ardour breath'd to Heaven,, 

Afide now wafted by the devious wind ; 
No more to her unhappy fon ^tis given 

Th' endearments of maternal love to find I 
No more her fondling arms fhall round mc fpread ; 

Far from her fight rcluftant I retire ; 
Like young Camilla or Afcanius, led 

To trace the footfieps of my wandering fire ! 

The 
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The firccefs the prince of Salerno met with in his em- 
bafly greatly increafed his credit amongft the Neapolitans^ 
but entirely ruined him with the viceroy, who left nothing 
unturned to make the emperor jealous of the great defe- 
rence the people fhewed Fcrrante, from which he inferred 
the mod dangerous confequences. He fo much exafperated 
the emperor againft the prince of Salerno, that Fcrrante, 
finding there was no longer any fecurity for him at Naples, 
and having in vain applied to gain an audience of the em- 
peror, retired to Rome, and renounced his allegiance tq 
Charles V. 

Bernardo Taflb would not abandon his patron in his ill 
fortune; neither would he leave his fon in a country where 
he himfelf was foon to be declared an enemy ; and forefee- 
ing he (hould never be able to return thither, he took young 
Torquato with him to Rome. 

As foon as the departure of the prince of Salerno was 
known, he, and all his adherents, were declared rebels to 
the ftate ; and what may feem very extraordinary, Torquato 
Taflb, though but nine years of age, was included by name, 
in that fentence. Bernardo, following the prince of Salerno 
into France, committed his fon to the care of his friend and 
relation Mauritio Cataneo, a perfon of great ability, who 
af&duou(ly cultivated the early difpofition of bis pupil to 
polite literature. After the death of Sanfeverino, which 
liappened in three or four years, Berndrdo returned to 
Italy, and engaged in the fervice of Guglielmo Gonzaga, 
duke of Mantua, who had given him a preffing invita- 
tion. It was not long before he received the melancholy 
pews of the deceafe of his wife Portia: this event deler- 
mined him to fend for his fon, that they might be a mutual 
fupport to each other in their afflidlion. He had left him 
(It Rome, becaufe his refidence in that city was highly 
agreeable to his mother ; but that reafon now ceafing, he 
was refolved to be no longer deprived of the fociety of 
the only child he had left; for his wife, before her de^th, 
had married his daughter to Martio Serfale, a gentleman 
gf tprrento, 

Bernardo 
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Bernardo was greatly farprifed, cm his ion's arrival, to 
fee the vaft progreis he had made in his ftudiea. He was 
now twelve years of age, and had, according to the tefliimony 
of the writers of his life, entirely completed his knowledge 
in the Latin and Greek tongues: he was well acquainted 
with the rules of rhetoric and poetry, and completely verfed 
in Ahftotle's ethics ; but he particularly ftudied the precepts 
of Maaritio Cataneo, whom he ever afterwards reverenced as 
a fecond father. Bernardo foon determined to fend him to 
the university of Padua, to ftudy the laws, in company with 
the young^Geipio Gonzaga, afterwards cardinal, nearly of 
the fame age as bimfelf. With this nobleman Taflb, then 
feventeen years of age, contraded a friendibip that never 
ended but with his life. 

He profecuted his ftudies at Padua with great diligence 
and fuccefs; at the fame time employing his leifure hours 
upon philofophy and poetry, he foon gave a public proof of 
his talents, by his poem of Rinaldo, which he publiflied 
in the eighteenth year of his age. 

This poem, which is of the romance kind, is divided into 
twelve books in ottava rima, and contains the adventures of 
Rtnaldo, the famous Paladin of the court of Charlemain, 
who makes fb principal a figure in Ariofto*s work, and the 
firft achievements of that knight for the love of the fair 
Clarice, whonrhe afterwards marries. The adlion of this 
poem precedes that of the Orlando Furiofo. It was com- 
pofed in ten months, as the author bimfelf informs us in the 
preface, and was firft printed at Venice in the year 156?. 
Paolo Bent fpeaks very highly of this performance, which 
undoubtedly is not unworthy the early efforts of that genius 
which afterwards produced the Jerufalem. 

Tafib's father faw with regret the fuccefs of his fon^s 
poem: he was apprehenfive, and not without reafon, that 
the charms of poetry would detach him from thofe more 
folid ftudies, which he judged were moft likely to raife him 
in the world: he knew very well, by his own experience, 
that the greateft ikill in poetry will not advance a man\ 
private fortune. He was not deceived in his coiije6iurei 

I'orquato, 
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Torquato, ihfenfibly carried away by his predominant paf« 
fion, followed the examples of Petrarch, Boccace, Ariofto, 
and others, who, contrary to the remonftrances of their 
friends, quitted the feverer ftudies of the law for the more 
pleafing entertainment of poetical compofition. In (hort, 
he entirely gave himfelf up to the ftudy of poetry and pbilo- 
fophy. His firft poem extended bis reputation through all 
Italy ; but his father was fo difpleafed with his condud» 
that he went to Padua on purpofe to reprimand him. 
Though he fpoke with great vehemence, and fpade ufe of 
feveral harfli expreffions, Torquato heard hiradi^ithout in* 
terrupting him, and his compofure contributed not a little 
to increafe his father's difpleafure. ** Tell me" (faid Ber- 
nardo) ^* of what ufe is that vain philofophy, upon which 
^* you pride yourfelf fo much V* ** It has enabled me** (Eaiid 
Taflb modeftly) *^ to endure the harflmeis of your re« 
" proofe.'* 

The refolution TaiTo bad taken to devote himfelf to the 
Mufes, was known all over Italy ; the principal perfons of 
the city and college of Bologna invited him thither by means 
of Pietro Donato Cefi, then vice- legate, and afterwards le* 
gate. But Taflb had not long refided there, when he was 
prefled by Scipio Gonzaga, elecled prince of the academy 
ellabliflicd at Padua, under the name of Etherei, to return 
to that city. He could not withftand this folicitation, and 
Bologna being at that time the fcene of civil commotion, 
he was the more willing to feek elfewhere for the repofe 
he lovedr He was received with extreme joy by all the 
academy, and being incorporated into that fociety, at the ago 
of twenty years, took upon himfelf the name of Penrito; 
by which he feemed to (hew that he repented of all the time 
which he had employed in the ftudy of the law. 

In this retreat he applied himfelf afrelh to pliilofophy 
and poetry, and foon became a perfe£l niafter of both : it 
was this happy mixture of his ftudies that made him an 
enemy to all kinds of Ikrentioufnefs. An oration was made 
one day in the academy upon the nature of love; the orator 
treated his fubje^ in a very mafterly miinneri but with too 

littlo 
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Kttlt rtffitd so decency in the opinion of Taflb, who, be- 
ing afked what be thought of the difcourfe, replied, ** thai 
** it was a pleating poifon«'' 

Here Taflb formed the defign of bis celebrated poem, 
JERUSALEM Delivbrbd : be invented the fable, difpofisd 
the difierent parts, and determined to dedicate this work to 
the glory of the houfe of Efte. He was greatly efteemed by 
Alpbonfo H. the laft duke of Ferrara, that great patron ^ 
fearning and learned men, and by his brother, cardinal 
Lnigi. There was a fort of conteft between thefe two bro- 
thers, in rebtion to the poem : the cardinal imagined thai 
be had a right to be the Mec«nas of all Taflb's works, as 
RiNALDO, his firft piece, had been dedicated to him : the 
dake, on die other hand, tbonght that, as his brother had 
already received his ibare of honour, he ought not to be of- 
fended at feeing the name of Alpbonfo at the head of the 
Jerusalem Delivered. Taflb for three or four years 
fufpended his determination: at length, being eameftly 
pieflbd by both the brothers to take up his lefidence in Fer* 
nra, he fufiisred himfelf to be prevailed upon. The duke 
gave him an ap«fftment in bis palace, wlicre he lived in peace 
and affluence, and purfued his defign of completing his 
Jerusalem *, which he now refolved to dedicate to Al- 
phonib. The duke, who was deiirous of fixing Taflb near 
him, had thoughts of marrying him advantageoufly , but he 
always evaded any propofal of that kind : though he appeared 
peculiarly devoted to Alfdbonfo, yet he negk&ed not to pay 
his court to the cardinal* 

The name of Taflb now became fiunons through all 
Europe : and the carefles he received from Charles IX. m, 
a journey he made to France f with Cardinal Luigi, who 
went thither in quality of Legate, (hew that his reputation 
was not confined to his own country. 

We camiot perhaps give a more ftriktng inftance of the 
regard that monarch had for him, than in the following 
fiory. A man of letters, and a poet of feme repute, had nnfor- 

* Ana. ett %u f Abo. et, 17. 
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tunately been gtiHty of fome enormoas crime, for wbidi 
he was condemned to fu£fer death. Taffi), touched with 
compaflion, was refolved to petition the king for his patxion.' 
He went to the palace, where he heard that orders* had juft 
been given to put the fentence immediately into execution. 
This did not difcourage Taflb, who, prefenting himfelf be- 
fore the king, faid: *' I come to entreat your majefty that 
you would put to death a wretch, who has brought philo- 
Ibphy to {hame, by fliewing that /he can make no ftand 
againft human depravity.*' The king, touched with the 
juftnefs of this refledion, granted the criminal his iife. 

The king aiked him one day, whom he judged fuperior 
to all others in happinefs : be anfwered God. The king 
then defired to know his opinion by what men refemble 
God in his happinefs, whether by fovereign power, or by 
their capacity of doing good to others. A man more inte- 
refted than Taflb might have faid, that kings £bew their 
greatnefs by difpenfing their benefadlions to others: but he 
eluded the difcourfe ; and replied, ** that men oould re« 
femble God only by their virtue.*' 

Another time, in a converlation held before the king by 
feveral learned men, it was difputed what condition in life 
was the moft unfortunate. *' In my opinion" (faid Taflb) 
** the moft unfortunate condition is that of an impatient 
old man deprefied with poverty ; for," added he, ** the ftate 
of that perfon is doubtlefs very deplorable, who has neither 
the gifts of fortune to preferve him from want, nor the prin^ 
ciples of philofophy to fupport himfelf under afflifkion." . 

The cardinal's, legation being finiflied, Taflb returned 
to Ferrara *, where he applied himfelf to finifli his Jeru- 
salem, and in the mean time publiflied his Aminta, a 
paftoral comedy f, which was received with univerfal 
applaufe. This performance was looked upon as a mafter- 
piece in its kind, and is the original of the Pastor Fido 
and FiLLi di Sciro. 

It was QOt eafy to imagine that Tafib could fo well paint 

* Ann, leCi 3,Z. f Adm% stt %$• 
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the efieds of Love, without having himfelf feh that paf- 
£on : it began to be fufpeded that, like another Ovid« he 
had raifed his deiires too high, and it was thought that ia 
many of his verfes he gave hints of that kind; particularly 
in the following fonnet : 

Se 4* Icara leggefti, e di Fetontc 
Ben fai come lu'n cadde in queifo fiume 
Quando portar de V Oriente il lumc 
Voile, c di rai de fol cinger la fronte : 

£ I'altro in mar, che troppo ardite, e proote 
A volo alzo le fue cerate plume, 
£ cosi va chi di tentar prefume 
Strade nel ciel per fama a pena conte. 

Ma, chi dee paventare in alta imprefa, 
S'avvien, ch*amor Taffide ? e che non puote 
Amor, che non catena il cielo unilbe? 

Egii gill trahe de le celefti rote 
Di terrena belta Diana acce(a 
£ d'Ida il bel fiinciuUo al ciel rapifce« 

Oft have we heard, in Po's imperial tide 

Hqw haplefs Phaeton was headlong thrown. 
Who durft alpire the fun's bright fieeds to guide. 

And wreathe his brows with fplendors not his own 1 
Oft have we heafd, how 'midft th' Icarian main 

Fell the rafli youth who tried too bold a flight; 
Thus iball it fare with him, who feeks in vain 

On mortal wings to reach th' empyreal height. 
But who, infpir'd by love, can dangers fear? 
What cannot love that guides the rolling fphere ; 

Whofe powerful magic earth and heaven controls? 
Love brought Diana from the ftarry fky, 
Smit with the beauties of a mortal eye; 

Love (hatched the boy of Ida to the poles. 

There were at the duke^s court three Leonoras, equally 
ivitt^ and beautifuli though of difierent quality. The firft 

was 
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wa$ Leonora of Efte» fifter to the duke, who having rcfufed 
the moft advantageous matches, lived ynmarried with Lau- 
retta, duchefs of Urbino, her elder fifter, who was feparated 
from her hufband, and redded at her brother's court. Taflb 
had a great attachment to this lady» who, on her fide, ho- 
noured him with her efteem and protection. She was wife, 
generous, and not only well read in elegant literature, but 
even verfed in the more abftrufe fci^ces.' All thefe perfec- 
tions were undoubtedly obferved by Tailb, who was one of 
the moft affiduous of her courtiers : and it appearing by his 
verfes that be was touched with the charms of ^ Leonora, 
they tell us that we need not feek any further for the obje£k 
of his paffion. 

The fecond Leonoja that was given him for a miftrels 
was the counted of &|n Vitale, daughter of the count of 
Sala, who lived at th4t time at the court of Ferrara, and 
pafled for one of xbfi moft accompliftied pprfon^ in Italy. 
Thofe who imagined that Taflb would not prefume to lift 
his eyes to his mafter's fifter, fuppofed that he loved this 
lady. It is certain that he had fre<}ueiit opportunities of 
difcourfing with her, and that ftie had frequently been the 
fubjed of his verfes. 

The third Leonora was a lady in the fervice of the prin- 
cefs Leonora of Efte. This perfon was thought by fome 
to be the moft proper objeft of the poet's gallantry. Taflb, 
feveral times, employed his mufe in her fervice : in one 
of his pieces he confefies that confidering the prinoefi as 
too high for his hope, he had fixed his a&dlion upon ber, 
as of a condition more fuitable to his own. But if any thing 
can be juftly drawn from this particular, it feems rather to 
ftrengthen the opinion,- that his defires, at leaft at f>ne 
time, had afpired to a greater height. The verfes referred 
to above are as follow : 

O con le .Gratie eletta, e con gli Ampri, 

Fanciulla avventurofa : 

A fervir a colei^ che Dia ioaMglif : 

Poi cbp' 1 jjok) %^ardp in la pira^ e nc^ p(a, 

i' raggi 
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/ Y raggi c gli Iplendori, 

£' I bel feren de gli occhi, e de le ciglla, 

Ne 1' 2dta meravigliay 

Che ne difcopre il lampeggiar del rifo; 

Ne qoanto ha decelefteil petto, e'l volto a 

lo gli occhi a te rivolto, 

£ nel tuo vezzofetto, e lieto vib 

Doloemente m* alEfo. 

Bruna fei to, ma bella, 

Qual viigine vioh: e del tuo vago 

Serobiante io fi m'sippago, 

Che noti difdcgno ^gnoria d'Ancella* 

O! by the Gracjes» by the Lovesdefign'd, 
In happy htar t' enjoy an envyM' place : 

Attendant on the faireftof her kind, 

Whofe charms excel the chal-rosf of human race I 

Fain would I view — ^but dare not lift my fight 
To mark the fplendor of her piercing eyes ; 

Her heavenly fmiles, her bofom's dazzling whitSf 
Her namelcfs graces that the foul furprife. 

To thee I then dircfl: my hHimblcr pate ; 

To thee uncetifur'd may my hopes afpire: 
Le(s awfiiliire the fwetfts thy look difplays; 

I view, and, kindling -ai I view, define. 

Though brown thy hue^ yet lovely ts ihy frame ; 

(So blooms fome violet, the virgin's care !) 
I bum— ryetbhxfh hot to coofeft my ftime. 

Nor fcom the empire of ai menial £iir. 

However, it appears difficult to determine with certainty 
in relation to Tafic/a paffion ; efpedally when we oonfider 
the privilege albwed to poets: though M. Mirabted* 
makes no fcruple to mention it as a circumftance almoft cer- 

fAbniJk ^ la Vie 4» Tafi«. 

tain* 
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tain, and 6xe8 it without liefitation on the princefs Leo^ 
fiora. Tallb, himfelf, in feveral of his poemSf feems ta 
endeavour to throw an obfcurity over his paffion, as in the 
foUowing lines : 

Tre gran donne vid' io, ch'in cflcr belle 
Monftran difpariti^y ma fomigliante 
Si che ne gli atti, e'n ogni lor fembiante 
Scriver Natura par' ; Noi {hm forelle. 

Ben ciafcun* io lodai, pur una delle 

Mi piacque (i, ch'io ne divenni Amante, 
Et ancor fia, ch'io ne fofpiri, e cante; 
E'l mio focoy e'l fuo nome alzi a le ftelle 

Lei fol vagheggio; e fe pur Taltre io miro, 
Guardo nel vago altrui quel, ch'e in lei vago, 
£ ne gl' Idoli fuoi vien ch'io I'adoie : 

Ma contanto fomiglia al ver Timago 

Ch'erro, e dole' c Terror ; pur ne foipiro^ 
Come d'ingiufta Idolatria d'Amore* 

Sonnet. 

Thre^ courtly dames before my prefence flood ; 

All lovely form'd, though difi^ring in their grace r 
Tet each refembled each ; for nature (how'd 

A fifier'^ air in every mien and face. 

Each maid I prais'd ; but one above the reft. 

Soon kindled in my heart the lover's fire : 
For her thefe fighs ftill iffiie from my breaft ; 

Her name, her beauties, ftill my fong infpire. 

Yet though to her alone m j thoughts are due^ . 
Refleded in the reft her charms I view. 

And in her femblance ftill the nymph adore : 
Delufion'fweetl from this to that I rove; 
But, while I wander, figh, and fear to prove 

A traitor thus to Love's almighty power 1 

In the meanwhile Taflb proceeded with his Jerusalem, 
which he completed in the thirtieth year of his age : but this 

poem 
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poecti waft hot pnfaUihed by his own authority ; it was print- 
ed againft his will> as fooa as he had finiihed the laft book, 
and before he had time to give the revifals and corre^ons 
that a work of fucb a nature required. The public had al- 
ready feen feveral parts, which had been fent into the world 
by the authority of his patrons. The fuccels of this work 
was prodigious : it was tranflated into the Latin, French, 
Spanifli, and even the Oriental languages, almoft as foon 
as it appeared ; and it may be laid, that no fuch perform- 
ance ever before raifed its reputation to fuch a height in 
fo fmall a (pace of time. 

But the fatisfaAion which Taflb muft feel, in fpite of all 
his philofophy, at the applaufe of the public, was foon dif- 
tnrbed by a melancholy event*. Bernardo Taflb, who 
ipent his old s^e in tranquillity at Oftia upon the Po, the 
government of which place had been given him by the 
duke of Mantua, fell fick. As foon as this news reached 
his fan, he immediately went to him, attended him with 
the moft filial regard, and fcarce ever ftirred from his bed- 
fide during the whole time of his illnefs : but all thefe cares 
were inefie£tual ; Bernardo, opprefled with age, and over- 
come by the violence of his diftemper, paid the unavoidable 
tribute to nature, to the great affltdion of Torquata The 
dake of Mantua, who had a fincere efteem for Bernardo, 
cauled him to be interred, with much pomp, in the church 
of St. Egidius at Mantua, with this fimple infcription on 
Jiis tomb : 

OSSA BERNARDI TASSI. 

This death feemed to forebode other misfortunes to Taflb; 
for the remainder of his life proved almoft one continued 
feries of vexation and affli£Hon. About this time a fwarm 
of critics began to attack his Jerusalem, and the academy 
of Crufca, in particular, publifhed a criticifm of his poem, 
in which they fcrupled not to prefer the rhapfodies of Puld 
and Boyardo to the Jerusalem DsIivbreo. 

^Amu let. 31. 
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During Taflb's refidence in the duke's coort, he baboon* 
traded an tnthnacy wtrh a gentleman of Ferrara^y and 
fiaving entrufted him with fame tranfaflions of a very de- 
licate nature, this perfon was fo treadKroos as to fptak df 
them again. Taflb reproached his friend with his indifcre^ 
lion, who received his expoftulation in fuch a manner, that 
Taflb was fo far exafperated as to ftrike him : a challenge 
immediately enfued : the two opponents met at St. Lco- 
tiard's gate, but, while they were engaged,'throe brothem 
of Tafib*8 antagonift came in and bafely fell all at once 
upon Taflb, who defended himfelf (b gallantly that he 
'wounded two of them, and kept his ground agairtft 'the 
others, till fome^ people came in and feparated them. This 
aflair made a great noife at Ferrara : nothing was talked <$f 
'buttdie valour. of Taflb; and it became a fort of proverb, 
** That Taflb with his pen and his' fwoild was fuperior to 

«« aliment/' 

The duke, being informed of the quarrel, exprei&d great 
Telentment againft the four brothers, banifiied them 'from 
'his dominions, and confifeated their eftates; at the 'fame 
time he caufed Taflb to be put under arreft, declaring he 
'&i it to- fcreen him from any future defigns of his enemies. 
Taflb was extremely mortified to fee himfelf thus confined ; 
'he imputed his detention to a very different caufe from 
'what was pretended, and feared an ill ufe might be made of 
'what had pafled,.to ruin him in the duke's opinion. 

Though writers have left us very much in the dark with 
tegard to At real motives: that induced the duke to keep 
Taflb in confinement, yet, every thing being weighed, it 
•ieems highly probable that the affiir of a delicate nature^ 
i£ud to have been divu%ed by his friend, muft have related 
'ID the princeb Leonora, the duke's fifler : and indeed h 
•will be extremely difficult, from any odier ixmiiderationy 
t^acconot for the barfli treatment he received: from a prince 

f <* Con la ptnna e cod U fpada 
** Ncfiun ni qvaato Torqaato*** 

who 
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who bad befbie fliewB him fuch peculiar marks of efteem 
sind fricndihip. Howevery Ta£R> himfelf had undoubtedly 
fecrec appreheoiions that increafed upon him every day, 
while the continual attacks, which were made upon his 
cnedit as an author, not a little contributed to heighten his 
melancholy^ At length he refolved to take the firft oppor* 
tunity to fly from his prifon, for fo he efleemed it, which, 
after about a year's detention, he effected, and retired to 
Turin, where he endeavoured to remain ooncealed; but 
notwithflanding all his precautions, he was foon known and 
recommended to the duke of Savoy, who received him into 
his palace, and ihewed him every mark of eHeem and affec- 
tion. But Taflb'sapprehenfionsflill continued; bethought 
that the duke of Savoy would not refufe to give him up to 
the duke of Ferrara, or facrifice the friendihip of that prince 
to the (afety of a private pcrfon. Full of thefe imaginations 
he fet out for Rome *, alone and unprovided with neceflfa- 
ries for fuch a journey. At his arrival there he went di- 
ieQ]j to his old friend MauritioCataneo, who received him 
in fuch a manner as entirely to obliterate for fome time the 
remembrance of the fatigue and uneafinefs he had under- 
gone. He was not only welcomed by Cataneo, but the 
whole city of Rome feemed to rejoice at the prefence of (b 
extraordinary a peribn. He was vifited by princes, cardi- 
nals, prelates, and by all the learned in general. But the 
* defire of revifiting his native country, and feeing, his fifler 
Cornelia, foon made him uneafy in this fituation. He left 
bis friend Mauritio Cataneo one evening, without giving 
him notice; and, beginning his journey on foot, arrived by 
night at the mountains of Veletri, where he took up his 
lodging with fome fhepherds: the next morning, difguif-. 
ing himfelf in the habit of one of thefe people, he continued 
his way, and in four days time reached Gaieta, almofl fpent 
with £itigue \ here he embarked on board a veflel bound for 
Sorrento, at which place he arrived in fafety the next day- 
He entered the city and went dire^y to his (iftcr's houfe : 

• Ann. Kt 34« 
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flic was a widow, and the two forts (he had by her iiufbani 
being at that time abfent, Taffo found her with only fomc 
of her female attendants. He advanced towards her, widi- 
out difcovering himfelf, and pretending he came with news 
from her brother, pve her a letter which he had prepared ' 
for that purpofe. This letter informed her that her bro- 
tTier's life was in great danger, and that he begged her to 
make ufe of all the intereft her tcndernefs might fuggett to 
licr, in order to procure letters of recommendation front 
fome powerful perfon, to avert the threatened misfortune. 
For further particulan of the affair, (he was referred to thet 
jneflenger who brought her this intelligence. The lady^ 
terrified at the news, earneftly entreated him to give her ai 
detail of her brother's misfortune. The feigned melTenger 
then gave her fo interelHng an account of the pretended 
ilory, that, unable to contain her afflidiion, (he fainted 
away. TafTo was fenfibly touched at this convincing proof 
of his filler's affe£tion, and repented that he had gone fo 
far : he began to comfort her, and, removing her fears by- 
little and little, at lafl difcovered himfelf to her. Her joy 
at feeing a brother whom (he tenderly loved, was inexpref^ 
fible : after the firft falutations were over, (lie was very de- 
firous to know the occafion of his difguifing himfelf in that 
manner. Taflb acquainted her with his reafons, and, at 
the fame time, giving her to underftand, that he would wil- 
lingly remain with her unknown to the world, Cornelia, 
who defired nothing further than to acquiefce in his plea- 
fure, fent for her children and fome of her neareft relations, 
whom (be thought might be entrufted with the fecret^ 
They agreed that TalTo (hould pafs for a relation of theirs, 
who came from Bergamo to Naples upon his private bu(i-> 
hefs, and from thence had come to Sorrento to pay them a 
vifit. After this precaution, TajQIb took up his refidence at 
his fifter's houfe, where he lived for fome tim« in tranquil-* 
lity, entertaining himfelf with his two nephews Antonio 
and Aleflandro Serfale, children of great hopes< He oon-- 
tinued not long in this repofe before he received repeated 
letters from the princefs Leonora of Efte^ who was ac- 
quainted 
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IjUiinttd with the place of hi$ retreat, to return to Ferrara : 
lie reiblved to obey the fummonsy and took leave of his 
fifktr, telling her he was going to return a voluntary pri- 
foner. In his way he palled through Rome, where, having 
been detained fome time with a dangerous fever, he repair* 
ed from thence to Ferrara, itl company with Gualingo^ 
embaflador from the duke to the pope« 

Concerning the motive of Taffd's teturn to Ferrara^ 
Mtbors do not altogether agree : fome declare that, fooa 
wearied of living in obfctirity, and growing impatient to re«* 
tricve the duke's favour, he had refolved, of his own accord^ 
to throw himfelf on that prince's generoHty i this opinion 
feems indeed drawn from Tafib's own words, in a lettei* 
Written by him to the duke of Urbino, itl which he declares 
^ that he had endeavoured to make his peace with th« 
** duke, and had for that purpofe written fevet^Uy to him» 
'* the dutchefs of Ferrara, the dutchefs of Urbino, and the 
'^ princeft Leonora; yet never received any anfwer but 
** from the laft, who aflured him it was rtot in her power 
** to render him any fervice*** We fee here that TaflR) ac- 
knowledges himfelf the receipt df a letter from the princefsa 
and in regard to what he fays to be the purport of it, it is 
highly reafonable to fuppofe, that he would be very cau- 
tious of divulging the real contents to the duke of Urbino^ 
when his afiairs with that lady were fo delicately circum-^ 
ftanced. This apparent care to conceal the nature of his 
correfpondence with her, feems to corroborate the former 
fuppo&tions of his uncommon attachment to her; and - 
when all circumftances are confidercd, we believe it will 
appear more than probable 'that he returned to Ferrara at 
the particular idjundtion of Leonora. 

The duke received Tailb with great feeming fatlsfaftion^ 
and gave him freih marks of his edeem : but this was not 
all that TaiTo ezpe£led ; his great defire was to be mader 
of his own works^ and he was very earned that his writings 
might be reftored to him, which were in the duke's pofief- 
fion ; but this was what he could by no means obtain : his 
enemies had gained fuch an afcendancy over the mind of 

€ a Alphonfo^ 
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Atphonfo, that they made him believe, or pretend to be* 
iieve, that the poet had loft all his fire> and that in his pre* 
fent fituation he was incapable of prodacing any thing new, 
or of corredling his poems : he therefore exhorted him to 
think only of leading a quiet and eafy life for the future : 
but Taflb was feniibly vexed at this proceeding, and be- 
Jieved the duke wanted him entirely to relinquiih his fttt« 
dies, and pafs the remainder of his days in idleneis and ob* 
fcurity. *' He would endeavour", (fays be, in his letter to 
the duke of Urbino) ** to make me a (hameful deferter of 
Pamaflus for the gardens of Epicurus, for fcenes of plea- 
fures unknown to Virgil, Catullus, Horace, and even 
Lucretius himfelf." 

Tailb reiterated his entreaties to have his writings re- 
(b>red to him, but the duke continued inflexible, and, to 
complete our poet's vexation, all accefs to the princefies 
was denied him ; fatigued at length with ufelefs remon- 
ftrances, he once more quitted Ferrara, and fled (as he 
«xprefles it himfelf) like another Bias, leaving behind him 
even his books and manufcripts. 

* He then went to Mantua, where he found duke Gugli- 
clmo in a decrepid age, and little difpofed to proteA him 
againft the duke of Ferrara : the Prince Vincentio Gonzaga 
received him indeed with great carefles, but was too young 
to take him uivder his proteSion. From thence he went 
to Padua and Venice, but carrying with him in every part 
his fears of the duke of Ferrara, he at laft had recourfe to 
the duke of Urbino *, who (hewed him great kindnefs, but 
perhaps was very little inclined to embroil himfelf with hit 
brother-in-law, on fuch an account : he advifed Taflb ra- 
ther to return to Ferrara, which counfel he took, refolving 
once more to try his fortune with the duke. 

Alphonfo, it may be, eiafperated at Taflb's flight, and 
pretending to believe that application to ftudy had entirely 
difordered his underftanding, and that a AnSt regimen was 
neceflary to reftore him to his former ftate, caufed him to 

* Ann. mtt 35. 
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be llridly confined in the hofpital of Sf . Anne. Taflb tried 
every method to fofcen the duke and obtain his liberty ; but 
the duke coldly anfwered thofe who applied to him, ** that 
inftead of concerning themfelves with the complaints of 
a perfon in his condition, who was very little capable pf 
judging for bis own good, they ought rather to exhort him 
patiently to fubmit to fuch remedies, as were judged proper 
for his circumftances." 

This confinement threw Taflb into the deepeft defpair ; 
he abandoned bimfelf to his misfortunes, and the methods 
that were made u(e of for the cure of his pretended madneft 
bad nearly thrown him into an abfolute delirium. His 
imagination was fo diftuibed that be believed the caufe of 
his diftemper was not natural ; he fometimes fancied bim- 
felf haunted by a fpirit, that continually difordered his 
books and papers ; and thefe ftrange notions were perhaps 
ftrengtbened by the tricks that were played him by his 
keeper. While Taflb continued in this melancholy fitua* 
lion, he is faid to have written the following elegant fim« 
pie and afieding lines, which cannot well be tranflated 
into Englifli vcrfe : 

Tu che ne vai in Pindo 

Ivi pende mia cetra ad un cipreflb, 

Salutala in mio nome, e dlUe poi 

Chlo fon dagl' anni e da fortuna oppreflb *. 

« 

This fecond confinement of Taflb was much longer 
than the firft. He applied in vain to the pope, the empe- 
ror, and all the powers of Italy, to obtain his liberty : t^U, 
at laft, after feven years imprifonment, he gained what he 
fo ardently wiflied for, in the following manner. 

Caefar of Efte having brought his new fpoufe, Virginb 
of Medicis, to Ferrara, all the relations of that illuftrious 
boufe aflembled together on this occafion, and nothing was 
feen in the whole dty but feftivals and rejoicings. Vin- 

* Than that goeft to Pindot, where my harp hangt on a qrpreis, lalute 
it lA mj Bane, and (aj that I am opprefled with yean and ausfoitiuiei. 

cento 
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cento Gonzaga, prince of Mantua, particularly diftii^* 
guiihed himfelf among the great perfonages then at the 
duke's court. This nobleman interceded fo eameiUy with 
Alphonfo for X^<)'s iitterty, that he at laft obtained it *, 
and carried him with him to Mantua, where he lived with 
him, fome time after \he d^th of duke Guglielmo, highly 
favoured, 

It is faid that the young prince, ^yho was naturally gay, 
being defiro^s to authbrife his pleafures by the example of 
a philofopher, introduced one day into Tafib's company- 
three fifters, to (ing and play upon inftrvjo^epts ; thefe 
ladies were all very haqdfome, but not of the mod rigid 
virtue. After fome (hor^ difcourfc, he told Taflb, tha^ he 
fhould take two of them away, and would leaver one be-^ 
hind, and bade him take his choice. Taflb anfwered; 
^* that it coft Parb very dear to give the preference to one 
of the Goddelles, and therefore, with his permiffion, he de- 
signed to retain the three." The prince took him at hi$ 
word, and departed ; when Taflb, after a little converfation, 
dbfmiiled them all handfomely with prefents. 

At laft, weary of living in a continual ftate of depend- 
ence, he refolved to retire to Naples, and endeavour tor 
recover his mother's joiptu re, which had been feized upon 
hy her relations when he wept into exile with his father 
Bqrnardo. This appeared the only means to place him in 
fhe condition of life he fo much defired. He applied to 
his friends, and having procured . favourable letters to the 
viceroy, he took leave of the duke of Mantua and repaired 
to Bergamo f, where he ftayed fome time, and from thence 
went to Naples %. 

While Taflb continued at Naples, dividing his time be- 
tween his ftudies and the profecution of his law-fuit, the 
yoqng pount of Palena, by whom he was highly edeemed, 
perfuaded him to take up his refidence with him for fome 
time : but in this af&ir he had not confulted the prince of 
Conca, his fatheri who, though he had a value for Taflb, 

* Ann. «t.4«« f ^°"- <^* 43* t ^^* ct.44. 
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,ftt oould not approve of his Ion's receiving into his houfc 
. the only perfon that remained of a family once devoted to 
the prince of Salerno. A contention being likely to enfue, 
on diis account, betwixt the father and fon, Taflb, with 
his ufual goodnefs of difpofition, to remove all occaiion of 
ilifpute, withdrew from Naples, and retired to Bifaccio *» 
Vi'ilh his friend Manfo, in whofe company he lived fome 
.time with great tranquillity. 

In this place Manfo had an opportunity to examine the 
lingular eiFe£U of Taflb's melancholy ; and often difputed 
Vi'ixh him concerning a familiar fpirit, which he pretended 
to converfe with. Manfo endeavoured in vain to perfuade 
his friend that the whole was the illufion of a difturbed 
imagination : but the latter was flrenuous in maintaining 
the reality of what he aiferted ; and, to convince Manfo^ 
fdefired him to be prefent at one of thofe myfterious con- 
verfations. Manfo had the complaifance to meet him ths 
next day, and while they were engaged in diCcourfe, on 9 
fudden he obCerved that TafTo kept his eyes fixed upon 4 
window, and remained in a manner immoveable : he called 
him by his name feveral times, but received no anfwer : it 
lad TaiE;> cried out, *' There is the friendly fpirit who i$ 
£ome to converfe with me : look, and you will be con- 
vinced of the truth of all that I have faid." Manfo heard 
him with furprife : he looked, but faw nothing except the 
fun-beams darting through the window: he call hiseye$ 
;ill over the room, but could perceive nothing, and was 
mtt going to aik where the pretended fpifit was, when he 
heard Taflb ^ak with great earneftnefs, fometimes put- 
ting quedions to the fpirit, and fometimes giving anfwers^ 
^delivering the whole in fuch a pleailng manper, and with 
iuch elevated expreflions, that he liftened with admiration* 
and had not the lead inclination to interrupt him. At lad 
this uncommon converfation ended with the departure of 
the^irit, as appeared by Taflb's words: who turning to- 
wards Manfo, aiked him if his doubts were removed. 

* Ann* kU 45, 
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Manfo was more amazed than ever ; he fcarce knew what 
to think of his friend's ' fituation, and waved any further 
converfation on the fuhjedl. 

At the approach of winter they returned to Naples, when 
the prince of Palena again preflTed Taflb to refide with him ; 
but Taflb, who judged it highly unadvifeable to compty 
with his requeft, refolved to retire to Rome, and wait there 
the iflue of his law-fuit. He lived in that city about a 
year in high efteem with' pope Sextus V. when being in- 
vited to Florence by Ferdinando, grand duke of Tufcany, 
who had been cardinal at Rome, when Taflb firft refided 
there, and who now employed the pope's intereft to procure 
a vifit from him, he could not withfland fuch folicitations» 
but went to Florence, where he met with a moft gracious 
reception ♦. Yet not all the carefles he received at the 
duke's court, nor all the promifes of that prince, could 
overcome his love for his native country, or leflen the ar- 
dent defire he had to lead a retired and independent life. 
He therefore took his leave of the grand duke, who would 
have loaded him with prefents ; but Taflb, as ufual, could 
be prevailed upon to accept of no more than was neceflary 
for his prefent occa&ons. He returned to Naples by the 
way of Rome t^ and the old prince of Conca dying about 
this time, the young count of Palena prevailed upon Taflb, 
by the mediation of Manfo, to accept of an apartment in 
his palace. Here he applied himfelf to a correftion of bis 
Jerusalem, or rather to compofe a new work entitled 
Jerusalem Conquered, which he had begun during 
his firft reiidence at Naples. The prince of Conca, being 
jealous left any one fhould deprive him of the poet and 
poem, caufed him to be fo narrowly watched that Taflb 
obferved it, and being difpleafed at fuch a proceeding, left 
the prince's palace and retired to his friend Manib's, where 
he lived mal^r of himfelf and his a6tions ; yet he ftill 
continued upon £Ood terms with the prince of Conca, 

* Ann. ctt 46. f Ann* mU 4>7« 
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In a fliort time after he publifliea his Jbrusalem 
CoM^^ERBD, which poem, as a French writer obfenres *» 
** is a fufficient prcx^f of the injnftice of the critictfms that 
have been pafled upon his Jerusalbm D£ltterbd» iince 
the Jerusalem Cokquerbd/ in which he endeavoured 
to conform himfelf to the tafte of his critics, was not re« 
ceived with the fame approbation as the former poem, 
where he had entirely given himfelf up to the entho- 
fiafm of his genius." He had likewife de%ned a thiid 
correAion of the fame poem, which, as we are informed, 
was to have been partly compounded of the Jerusalem 
Delivered and Conquered ; but this work was never 
completed. The above^cited author remarks, ** that in all 
probabilitj, this laft performance would not have equalled 
the firft :" and indeed our poet feems to owe his fame to 
the Jerusalem Delivered, the fecond poem upon diat 
fubjeA being little known. 

Manfo's garden commanded a full profpeft of the lea« 
Tafib and his friend being one day in a fummer-hoafe 
with Scipio Belprato, Manfo's brother-in-law, obferving 
the waves agitated with a furious ftorro, Belprato iaid, 
** that he was aftonifhed at the raihnefs and folly of men 
who would expofe themfelves to the rage of fo mercileft 
an element, where ilich numbers had fuflFered fhipwreck.*^ 
•* And yet" (faid Taffo) *♦ we every night go without 
fear to bed, where fo many die every hour. Believe me^ 
death will find us in all parts, and thofe places, that appear 
the leafl expoled, are not always the molt fecuse from his 
attacks." 

While TaiTo lived with his friend Manfo, cardinal Hip- 
politD Aldobrandini fucceeded to the papacy by the name 
of Clement VIII. His two nephews, Cynthio and Pietno 
Aldobrandini, were created cardinals : the firft, afterwards 
called the cardinal of St. George, was the eldeft, a great 
patron of fcience, and a favourer of learned men : he had 
known Taifo when he refided lafl at Kome, and had the 
greatefl efteem for him ; and now fo earneflly invited him 

* Vie do Taife, & Amfterdam 1693* 
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to Rome, that he* could not lefufe, but once mote abaiw 
^^oned his peaceful retreat at Naples. 

The confines of the EqcleiiafUcal ftate being infefted 
Vttb baodittip travellens, for fiscurity, go together in largie 
companies. Tafib joined himfblf to one of thefe ; but 
irhen thejr came within fight of Mola, a little town near 
.Gaieta, they recdved intelligence that Sciarra, a famous 
captain of robbers, was near at hand with a great body of 
.naea. Taflb was of opinion, that they ihould continiie 
their journey, and endeavour to defend themfelves, if at- 
tacked: howerer, this advice was over*ruled, and th^ 
ribrew themfelves for tafc^ty into Mola, in which place they 
lemained for fome time ia a manner blocked up by Sciarra* 
But this outlaw, hearing that Taflb was one of the com- 
pany, fent a mefiage to alTure him that he might pafs in 
bfety, and offered himfelf to conduA him wherever he 
pleaied. Tailb returned him thanks, but declined accept- 
ing the ofier, not choofing, perhaps, to rely on the word 
of a perfon of fuch chara^er. Sciarra, upon this, lent a 
fecond meSbgt^ by which he informed Taflb, that, upon 
his account, he would withdraw his men, and leave the 
ways open. He accordingly did fo, and Taflb, continuing 
his journey, arrived without any accident at Rome, where 
he was moft gradoufly welcomed by die two caidinals and 
the pope himfelf. Taflb applied himfelf in a particular 
manner to cardinal Cynthto, who had been the means of his 
coming to Rome ; yet he negle&ed not to make his court 
to cardinid Aldobrandini, and he very frequently converfed 
with both of them. One day the two caidinals held an af- 
fembly of ieveral predates, to confult, among other things, of 
' fome method to put a ftop to the licenfe of the Paiquinades. 
'One propofed that Pafquin's flatue fliould be broken to 
pieces and caft into the river. fi,ut Taflb's opinion being 
aiked, he faid, ** it would be much more prudent to let it 
lemain where it was ; for ocberwife from the fragments of 
the ftatue would be bred an infinite number of frogs on the 
(banks of the Tyber, that would never ceafe to croak day 
and night*" The pope^ to whom cardinal Aldobrandini 

related 
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telated ^hat had pafled, interrogated Taflb upon the (vh^ 
je&. ** It is true, holy father," (faid he) " fuch was my 
opinion ; and 1 (hall add moreover, that \{ your holinefc 
\70uld filence Pafquin, the only way is to put fuch people 
into employments as may give no occaGon to any libels or 
dilafieded difcourfe." 

At laftf bemg again difgufted with the life of a courtier, 
he obtained permiflion to retire to Naples to profecute his 
Jaw-fuit *. At his arrival there, he took up his lodging in 
the convent of St. Scverin, with the fathers of St. Benedict. 

Thus was TalTo once more in a (late of tranquillity and 
retirement, fo highly agreeable to his difpoCtion, when car* 
dinal Cynthio again found means to recal him, by prevail- 
ing on the pope to give him the honour of being folemnly 
crowned with laurel in the capitol. Though Taflb him- 
felf was not in the lead defirous of fuch pomp, yet he 
yielded to the perfuafion of others, particularly of his dear 
friend Manfo, to whom he proteded that he went merely at 
his earned defire, not with any expedition of the promifed 
triumph} which he had a lecret prefage would never be. 
He was gr^tly affefled at parting from Manfo, and took 
|iis leave of him as of one he fliould never fee again. 

In his way he pafled by Mount Caflino, to pay his devo* 
tion to the relicks of St. Benedi£t, for whom he had a par- 
ticular veneration. He fpent the feftival of Chrillmas in 
that monadery, and from thence repaired to Rome, where 
he arrived in the beginning of the year 1595 t« He was 
met at the entrance of that city by many prelates and per- 
fons of didinftion, and was afterwards introduced, by the 
two cardinals Cynthio and Pietro, to the prefence of the 
pope, who was pleafed to tell him, *^ that his merit would 
add as much honour to the laurel he was going to receive, 
as that crown had formerly given to thofe on whom it had 
hitherto been bedowed." 

Nothing was now thought of but the approaching fo- 
lemnity : orders were given to decorate not only tl\e pope'$ 

* Ann* set. co« 't- Ann. «t. 51. 

palace 
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palace and the capitol, but all the principal ftreets through 
which the proceflion was to pafs. Yet Tafib appeared little 
moved with tbefe preparations, which he (aid would be in 
vain : and being (hewn a fonnet compofed upon the occa- 
ilon by his relation, Hercole Ta(Ib, he anfwered by the 
following verfe of Seneca : 

Magnifica verba mors prope admota excutit. 

His prefages were but too true, for, while they waited 
for fair weather to celebrate the folemnity, cardinal Cynthio 
fell ill, and continued for fome time indifpofed ; and, as 
foon as the cardinal began to recover, TaflTo hirafelf was 
feized with his laft ficknefs. 

Though he had only completed his fifty-firft year, his 
ftudies and misfortunes had brought on a premature old age. 
Being perfuaded that his end was approaching, he refolved 
to fpend the few days he had yet to live in the monaftery of 
St. Onuphrius. He was carried thither in cardinal Cjrn- 
thio's coach, and received with the utmoft tendernefs by the 
prior and brethren of that order. His diftemper was now fo 
far increafed, and his (Irength fo exhaufted, that all kind 
of medicine proved ineffe^al. On the tenth of April he 
was taken with a violent fever, occadoned perhaps by hav- 
ing eaten fome milk, a kind of aliment he was particularly 
fond of. His life now feemed in imminent danger : the 
moft famous phyficians in Rome tried all their art, but in 
vain, to relieve him : he grew worfe and worfe every day. 
Rinaldini, the pope's phyfician and Taflo's intimate friend, 
having informed him that his laft hour was near at hand, 
TajSb embraced him tenderly, and with a compofed coun- 
tenance returned him thanks for his tidings ; then looking 
tip to heaven, he *^ acknowledged the goodnefs of God, 
who was at laft pleafed to bring him fafe into port after fo 
long a ftorm." From that time his mind feemed entirely 
difentangled from earthly afiain : he received the (acrament 
in the chapel of the monaftery, being condudted thither bf 
the brethren. When he was brought back to his chamber, 
be was alked where be wi(hed to be interred , be anfwered 

in 
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in the church of St. Onuphritis ; and being deiired to leave 
fome memorial of his will in writing, and to di^te himfelf 
the epitaph that ihould be engraven on his tomb ; he fmiled 
and £iid, ** that in regard to the firft, he had little worldly- 
goods to leave, and as to the fecond, a plain ftone would 
faffice to cover him." He left cardinal Cynthio his heir, 
and defired that his own pidure might be given to Gio- 
vanni Baptifta ManfOf which had been drawn by his direc- 
tion. At length having attained the fourteenth day of hU 
Ulnefs, he received the extreme unAIon. Cardinal Cynthio 
hearing that he was at the laft extremity, came to vifit 
him, and brought him the pope's benedidion, a grace' 
never conferred in this manner but on caidtnak and per- 
ions of the firft diftindkion. Taflb acknowledged this ho- 
nour with great devotion and humility, and £ud» ** that 
this was the crown be came to receive at Rqme." The 
cardinal having aiked him ** if he bad any thing further to 
defire,*' he replied, ** the only £ivour he had now to beg of 
him, was, that he would colled together *tbe copies of 
all his works (particularly his Jexusalbm Delivbrbd, 
which he efteemed moft imperfed) and commit them to 
the flames : this tafk, be confeficd, might be found fome- 
thing difficult, as thole pieces were difperfed abroad in ib 
many difierent places, but yet he truftcd it would not be 
fennd altogether impraAicable," He was fo eameft in his 
requeft, that the cardinal, unwilling to difcompofe him by 
a lefufal, gave him fuch a doubtful anfwer as led him to 
believe that his defire would be complied with, Taflb then 
requefling to be left alone, the cardinal took his farewel of 
him with tears in his eyes, leaving with him his confeflbr 
and fome of the brethren of the monaftery. In this con*> 
dition he continued all night, and till the middle of next 
day, the 25th of April, being the feftival of St. Mark, 
when finding himfelf fainting, he embraced his crucifix, 
littering thefe words : In numus tuas^ Dtmihu^^vX expired 
before he could finifli the fentence. 

Tjiflb 
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Tiifib was tall and well-ihaped^ his complexion fair, hvA 
rather pale through ficknefs and ftudy ; the hair of his head 
Was of a cheftnut colour, but that of his beard fomewhat 
lighter, thick and buihy ; his forehead iquare and high, hid 
head Urge, and the fore part of it, towards the end of his 
life^ altogether bald ; His ^e-b^ows were dark ; his eyes full^ 
^ercji^, itiii of a clear blue ; his nofe large, his lips thin, 
his tebth well fet and white ; his neck well proportioned ; 
his breaft foil ; hit ihoulders broad, and all his limbs more 
finewy then fleihy. His voice was ftrong, clear, and fo-^ 
lemn ; he fpoke with deliberation, and generally reiterated 
his lafl words : he feldom laughed^ ahd never to excefs; 
He Wfis very expert in the exercifes of the body. In his 
oratory, he uied little adion, and rather plcafed by the 
beauty and force of his expreffions, than by the graces of 
gefture and utterance, that compofe fo great a part of elo- 
cution. Such was the exterior of Tallb: as to his mental* 
qualities, he appears to have been a great genius, and a foul 
elevated above the common rank of mankind. It is faid of 
him, that there never was a fcholar more humble, a wit 
more devout^ or a man more amiable in fociety. -Never 
fatisfied with his works, even when tliey rendered his name 
famous throughout the worlds always fatisfied with hi$ 
condition, even when he wanted every thing ; entirely re- 
lying on Providence and his friends ; without malevolence 
towards his greateft enemies ; only wifliing for riches thai 
he might be fervieeable to others, and making a fcruple ta 
receive or keep any thing himfelf that wais not abfolutely 
neceilary. So blamelels and regular a Kfe could not but ber 
ended by a peaceable death, which carried him olF anncy 
1595, in the fifty-fecond year of his age. 

He was buried the fame evening, without pomp, accord- 
ing to his defire, in the church of St. Onuphrius, and hh 
body was covered with a plain flone. Cardinal Cynthia 
had pnrpofed to trtSt a magnificent monument to his me« 
mory, but the defign was fo long prevented by ikknefs and 
4Dther accidents, that, ten years after, Manfo coming to 
KomCf went to vilit bis friend's rcmainS| and would haver 

takeoi 
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taken on liimfelf the care of building a tomb to liim ; but 
this cardinal Cynthio would by no means, permit, having 
determined himfelf to pay that duty to Taflb. However, 
Manfo prevailed fo far as to have the following words 
engraven on the (lone : 

HIC lACET TORQVATVS TASSVS. 

Cardinal Cynthio dying without putting his defign iit 
execution, cardinal Boni&cio Bevilacqua, of an illuftrious 
£imily of Ferrara, caufed a (lately fepulchre to be ere<9:« 
ed, in the church of St. Onuphrius, over the remains 
of a Man whofe works had made all other monuments 
fiiperfluous. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Thb Chriftians, having aflembled a raft aimy under did!erent 
leaders, for the recovery of Jerufalem fh>m the SaraceoB, after 
various fucoefles, encamped in the plains of TortoCi. At this 
time Che aftion of the Poem bqgins, God fends bis angel to 
the camp, and commands Godfrey to fummon a council of the 
chiefs. The aflemUy meets. Godfrey, with uniyerial con* 
fent, is eleded commander in chief of all the ChrifUan forces. 
He reviews the army, ^he different nations defcribed. The 
names and qualities of the leaders. The army begins its naarch 
towards Jerufalem. Aladine, king of Jerulalem, alarmed at 
the progress of the Chrifiiansi makes preparations for the 
defence of the dty. 
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BOOK L 



Arm S3 and the chief I fing, wbofe righteous bands 
Redeemed the tomb of Chujst from impious bands; 
Who much jin counctlj n^iich in field fuftaia'd^ 
Till juft fucceis his glorious labours gained : 
In vain the powers of hell oppos'd his courfe, 
^ And Afia's arpis^ and Lybia's mingled force 1 
Heaven bleis*d his ftandards, and beneath his care 
Reduc'd his wandering partners of the war. 

O facred Mufe * ! who ne'er, in Ida's ihade. 
With fading laurels deck'ft thy radiant head; 

^ O /acred Mufr!-^ Some -Italian commentaton iiippofe 
the poet intends the Virgin Maiy 5 thus likewife mentioned bj 
Petrarch, Cortmata £ JMk^'-^nt it probably means no more 
than a general af^eal to.fome odeflial bdng, in oppofition to the 
Pagu theologf • 

B.2 
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But fict'ft enthron'd^ with ftars immortal crown'd n 
Where blifsful choirs their hallow'd ftrains refound; 
Do thou inflame me with celeftial fire^ 
Affift my labours, and my fong infpire : 
Forgive me, if with truth I fiftion join, 
And grace the verfe with other charms than thine. 
Thou know*ft, the world with eager transport throng 
Where fwcet ParnafTus breathes the tuneful fong j 
That truth can oft, in pleafing flrains convey 'd. 
Allure the fancy, and the mind perfuade. 
Thus the fick infant's tafte^ difguis^d to meet. 
We tinge the veflfcrs brim with juices fwcet j 
The bitter draught his willing lip receives ; 
He drinks deceived, and fo deceived he lives. 

I'hus MiltOQ : 

Defoend frotn heaven, VrBxAa, by that ndme 
If rightly thou art call'd, whofe voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian hill I foar^ 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 
Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 

Of old Olympian dwclPft 

Paradise Lost, Book vii. v. 1. 

^ Thus the fick infem£s toftc^'] This admired fimile is imitated 
from Lucretius: 

Sed veluti pueris abfynthia tetra medentes 
Cum dare conantur, prios oras pocola dreum 
Contingunt duld mellis; flavoque liquorc, &c. L ib. ir« 
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Thou, great Alphoafo ^ ! who from Fortune's power 
Hail fafely brought me to the peaceful jihore ; 26 
When, like a wand'rer, o*er the feas I pafs'd 
Amid the threatening rocks and watry wafle ; 
Vouchlafe, with fmiks, my labour^ to furvey; 
Thcfc votive lines to thee the Mufes pay. 
Some future time may teach my loftier lays 
To fing thy aftions and record thy praile : 
If e'er the Chriflian powers itheir ftrife forbear. 
And join their forces for a nobler war ; 
With flceds and veflels pafs to diilant Thrace, 
To gain their ponquefts from a barbarous race ^ 
To thee the fway of earth jhey muft refign. 
Or, if thou rather choofe, the fea be thine : 
Meanwhile, to- rival Godfrey's glorious name, 
Attend, and rouze thy foul to martial fame. 

Five times the fun his annual circuit ran. 
Since firft the Chriflian powers the war began : 
By fierce afl&ult, already Nice** they held; 
And nfiade, by (Iratagem, proud Antioch yield '^ 

« '^AJfhonfol — "] Alphonfo of Efte, duke of Ferrara. 

' ^Nsce — '] The city where Solymao, king of the Turks, a 
principal chara6ter in the poem, once held his feat of empire. 

c ^^ Jhraiagemy proud Jntioch yield-,^ ThU city having 
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There; witH tifidatwrtcd hearts, maintained their J)oft, 
Againft the immbers of the Perfian hdff. 46 

Tortofa ^ofrt, tlie wintr^ mOnths apfpekr. 
And clofe the coric^tierti of the gldriom jrear. 
The feafon that bppos'd thfc viftdr^s fofce. 
Began to yield tb fprii1g*s benighaiit cdtlrlb ; 

When now th' Ef ernal, from his alurfol height. 
Enthroned in piireft rajrs df heavehly light, 
(As far rfenrlov*d above the &irrf fpheres. 
As Hell's foundations froni the diftant Ibrs) 
Call on thfc fubjeflt world his piertlng eyes. 
And view'd at once the feas, the earth, and (kifcs : 
He turn'd his lodks inteht on Syria's lands. 
And mark'd the leaders of the Chriftian bands j 
•No fccret froth his fearchihg eye concealed. 
But all their bofoms to his view reveal'd. 
Godfrey he fees, whb burns with zeal to chate 
From Sion's wall the Pagans' impioufe racfc i 
And, while religious fires his breaft inflartie, 
Dcfpifes worldly eihpire, wealdi, and famie. 
Fat other fchemes in Bddwin next he views, 
Whofc reftlefs heart ambition^s track puriues. 

been befieged eight months by the Chriftians, was at laft ttfefed 
by ftratagem, by means of one FyxAnn, who ddivettd a fort 
into the hands of Boemond. 
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Tancred he fees bis Ufe no longer prizcj 67 

The infenfate vidlim of a woman's eyes ! 

Boemond be marksj intent to fix his reign 

In Antioch's town> bis new-^acquir'd domain s 

With laws and arts the people to improve. 

And teach the worlhip of the powers above ; 

And while thefe thoughts alone bis foul divide^ 

The prince is loft to every care befide. 

He then beholds in young Rinaldo's breaft, 

A warlike mind that fcorn'd ignoble reft : 

Nor hopes of gold or power the youth inflame^ 

But facred thirft of never-dying fame ; 

From Guelpho's lips, with kindling warmth, he hears 

The ancients* glory, and their. deeds reveres. 

When now the Sovereign of the world had ieen 
The cares and aims below of mortal men s 
He call'd on Gabriel, from th' angelic race. 
Who held in glorious rank the fecond place's 
A faithful nunciate from the throne above. 
Divine interpreter of heavenly love ! 

■ 

' He caUd on Gahriel, from iK angeUe race. 
Who held m ghrkus rank the fecond place \\ ** That is, 
amongft the feven fpirits that are faid to ftand before the throne 
of God, Michael, Gabriel, Lamael, Raphael, Zachariel, Anael, 
and Qriphid." Guitatihi. 
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He bears the mandate from the realms of light, 87 
And wafts our prayers before th' Almi^ty's fight. 

To him th' Eternal -.—Speed thy rapid way. 
And thus to Godfrey's ear our words convey : 
Why this negleft? Why linger thus the bands 
To free Jerufalcm from impious hands ? 
Let him to council bid the chiefs repair. 
There rouze the tardy to purfue the war : 
The power fupreme on him they (hall beftow, 
I here eleft him for my chief below : 
The reft (hall to his fway fubmiflive yield, 
Companions once, now fubjefts in the field. 

He faid ; and fl:raight with zealous ardour preft, 
Gabriel prepares to obey his Lord's beheft. 
He clothes his heavenly form with ether light. 
And makes it vifible to human fight ; 
In (hape and limbs like one of earthly race. 
But brightly fliining with celeftial grace : 
A youth he feem'd, in manhood's ripening years. 
On the fmooth cheek when firft the down appears* 
Refulgent rays his beauteous locks enfold ; 
White are his nimble wings, and edg'd with gold : 
With thefe through winds and clouds he cuts his way. 
Flies o'er the land, and flcims along the fea. 
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Thus ftood th' angelic power preparM for flight, \\i 
Then inftant darted from th' empyreal height ; 
Direft to Lebanon his courfe he bent. 
There clos'd his plumes, and made his firil defcenf $ 
Thence with new fpeed his airy wings he fbcer*d. 
Till now in fight Tortofa's plains appear'd. 
The cheerful fun his ruddy progrefs held. 

Part rais'd. above the waves, and part conceal'd : 
Now Godfrey, as accuftom'd, rofe to pay 
His pure devotions with the dawning ray: 
When the bright form appearbg from the eaft, 
More fair than opening morn, the chief addrefs'd. 

Again returned the vernal feafon view. 
That bids the hoft their martial toils renew : 
What, Godfrey, now withholds the Chriftians bands 
To free Jerufalem from impious hands ? 
Go, to the council every chief invite. 
And to the pious tafk their fouls incite. 
Heaven makes thee general of his hofl below, 
The refl fubmiffive to thy rule fhall bow; 
Diipatch'd from God's eternal throne I' came. 
To bring thefe tidings in his awful name : 
O think ! what zeal, what glory now demands 
From fuch a hofl committed to thy haqds ! 
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He ecfts'd, and ceafing» vanifhM from hii fight 135 
To the pure re^ns of his natire light ; 
While^ with his worck and radiant looks ainazM> 
The poos Godfrey loog in fiknce gaz'd. 
But wheB> his firft furprise and wonder fled. 
He ponder'd all the heavenly vifi(Mi faid ; 
What ardour then pofieis'd his fwelling mind 
To end the war^ his ^orious taik affign'd ! 
Yet no ambitiom thoughts his breaft inflame, 
(Though finked thus from ev'ry earthly name) 
But with his own, his Maker's will confpires. 
And adds new fuel to his native fires. 

Then ftraight the heralds round with ipeed he lends 
To call the council of his warlike friends ; 
Each word employs the fleeping zeal to raife. 
And wake the foul to deeds of martial praiie. 
So well his reafons and his prayers were join'd. 
As pleas'd at once, and won the vanquiih'd mind. 

The leaders came, the fubjed troops obey'd. 
And Boemond only fi*om the fummons ftay'd. 
Part wait without encamped (a numerous band) 
While part Tortofa in her walls detained. 
And now the mighty chiefs in council fate, 
(A glorious fynod !) at the grand debates 
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When^ rift^ in the itfklft, with aiwful look/ isq 
And pkafing toi^ei the pious Godfrey fpoke. 

Ye facred wfti'ricJrs ! irhorrt th' Almighty PotWr 
Seleds his pu^e Itligiort to ruftefe^ 
And fafe has led^ by hii pftfervmg h^od. 
Through ftoritis a< fet^ tnd hoftile wiles by land § 
What rapid coMtft out* codqtiering arms have ran! 
What rebel l^s to his fubjeftioti won ! 
How o'er tht ranquifli'd nations ipread the bxni 
Of his dread enfignsj ahd his holy name! 
Tetj not for this we left oiir natal feats. 
And the deslr pledges of donneftit fweetsi 
On tredcherous feU the rage of ftdrms to dare. 
And all the perils of a foreign war : 
For this, an end unequal to your arms. 
Nor bleeds the combat, nor the conqueft chantis : 
Nor fuch reward your matchlefs labours claim> 
Barbarian kii^oms^ and ignoble fame ! 
Fir other prize our pious toils muft crown i 
We %ht t6 conquer Sion's hallow'd town i 
To fiee from fervile yoke the Chriftian train 
Opprefs'd fo long, in flavery's galling cham s 
To found in Paleftine a regal (eat. 

Where piety tnay find a fafe reoieati 
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Where none the pilgrim's zeal ihall more oppoie, 1 83 

To adore the tomb, and pay his grateful vows. 

Full many dangerous trials have we known^ 

But little honour all our toils have won : 

Our purpofe loft, while indolent we ftay. 

Or turn the force of arms a different way. 

Why gathers Europe fuch a hoft from far^ 

And kindles Afia with the flames of war ? 

Lo ! all th' event our mighty deeds have fhown — 

Not kingdoms raised, but kingdoms overthrown ! 

Who thinks an empire midft his foes to found. 

With countlefs Infidels encompafs'd round j 

Where prudence little hopes from Grecian lands. 

And diftant lie remov'd the wcftern bands, 

Infeniate furely plans his future dooni. 

And rafhly builds his own untimely tomb. 

The Turks and Perfians routed, Antioch won, 

Are gallant adfcs, and challenge due renown. 

Thefe were not ours, but wrought by him whofe hand 

With fuch fuccefs has crown'd our favoured band. 

But if, forgetful of that aid divine. 

We turn thefe bleffings from the firft defign ; 

Th* Almighty Giver may forfake our name. 

And nations round revile our former fame. 
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Forbid it, heaven 1 fuch favour {hould be loft, 207 

And vainly lavifh'd on a dianklefs hofl: ! 

All great defigns to one great period tend. 

And every part alike refpeds its end. 

Th' aufpicious fealbn bids the war proceed ; 

The country open, and the pafies freed : 

Why march we not with Ipeed to reach the town^ 

The prize decreed our conquering arms to crown ? 

To what I now proteft, ye chiefs ! give ear, 

(The preient times, the future age (ball hear ; 

The hoft of laints be witnefs from above) 

The time is ripe the glorious talk to prove. 

The longer paufe we make our hopes are lefs, 

Delays may change our now aflur'd fuccefs. 

My mind foretels, if long our march is ilaid, 

Sion will gain from Egypt powerful aid. 

He ceas'd ; a murmur at his words enfu'd : 
When from his feat the hermit Peter* ftood; 

s -«is& kenmt Peter^^'] Peter, commonly called the hermit, 
was a native of Amiens, had made the pilgrimage to Jerufalem> 
and being affe6ted with the dangers to which the pilgrimi 
were expofed fince the infidels had gained pofleffion of the 
Holy Land, firft entertained the bold, and to all appearance im- 
pradicable idea j of eftablifliing the ChrifUans ia Jerafalem. He 
went from province to province, with a crudfix in hk hand, ex- 
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Who fate vfilfii prinqes th^k debates Co AtViCi o^ 
The holy author (0^4;h^ f^us f^ai*. 

What Gocifte^ i^ks wkh jxdoiuf J apptayc^ 
Such obvious trutlis jmuft ^veiy ^bofon qiQvc:; 
'Tis your^ O <:hi€& I to .oj^n i£p .gcwi«ufte fio^Qr ; 
But let me (i4d to ;hiy5 lOne <K>u0(el mone. 
When Slow, ^cvolvwug in my <»reft|l «ii?4 
I yiew Q\]r nffcioQs p«ft, by i);rife.disj.Qm'4 j 
Our jarriog w41l3 ; pw difunit^ Icirce ; 
And iDs^y pl^ns abi!tmifte<l in their couiife ^ 
Methinks tfxy jiidgnient .to .U\eir 4>nng f:m tr^tCe 
The troubled OTfttiofis tbitf.QW c^ufe .difg?ace, 
Tis in th^t f^WK? i^^ W^ Ji^eadsrs joinM, 
Of variou3 tco^pers^ apd difcordant m wd. 
If o'er the left no Xoyereign .qhief prefid<u 
To allot the fey^r^l pofts, the Qifks div4de;^ 
To fco,mge .tb'.Qffender, .or .rewards jbeftow; 
What riqt and imifmle :the .ft^te ,o?erflow ! 

^tijfg'tbe j)nooqs 4Ad .people to.tl»e holjr w^rj .wA^we^bBxe the 
iocrccUUe ;icQoaot \ftqm conteooponxy aiit|KN», tbat.fix foiUipii^ 
J9f :pcrfi)DS ^fiiwcd .tbe crols, which w^is ^ffi^^ to thmr r^ 
ihoqlder, 4od waa.the hac|ge thiat diftingoiib^ .fiiQh a^ 4eY«t^ 
.th^o^idrcB to.tbis holy warfare. 

SceiBobcrtfoa'aHifioiy of Charles V. ?. i. and Honibii 
' iSftoiy of Bnglaod, v.i. 
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Then in one "body join our focial band) 243 

And truft the nile to one important hand ; 
To him refign the fceptre and the fway. 
And him their king th' united hoft obey. 

Here ceas'd the reverend fage. O zeal divine ! 
What bofbms can vothftand a power like thine ? 
Thy facitd brelth the hermit's words infpir*d, 
And widi his words the liftening -heroes fir'd ; 
©ilpell'd their doubts, their paffions lulled to reft. 
And vain ambition chac'd from every breaft. 
Then Guelpho firft and William (chie,i& of fame) 
Saluted Godfrey with a general's name, 
Their chief eleft : the reft approved the choice. 
And gave the rule to him with public voice : 
His equab once to his dominion yield. 
Supreme in council^ and fupreme in field ! 

Th' aflfembly ended^ fwift-wing'd Rumour fled, 
And round from man to man the tidings fpread. 
Meantime before the foldiers Godfrey came^ 
Who hail'd him as their chief with loud acclaim t 
Sedate he heard th' applauie on every fide^ 
And mildly to their duteous zeal reply'd $ 
Then on the morrow bade the troops prepare 
To pafs before his fight in form of wan 



N 



i6 JERUSALEM book !• 

Now, to the caft return'd, with purer ray 267 

Tke glorious fun reveal'd the golden dayi 
When, early rifing with the niorning light, 

Appear'd each warrior fheath'd in armour bright. 
Beneath their ftandards rang'd, the warlike train, 
A goodly fight ! were marfhall'd on the plain s 
While on a height the pious Godfrey (tood. 
And horfe and foot at once diftindUy viewed. 

Say, Mufe ! from whom no time can truth conceal. 
Who canft thy knowledge to mankind reveal. 
Oblivion's foe ! thy poet's breaft inflame. 

Teach him to tell each gallant leader's name : 
Difclofe their ancient glories now to light, 
Which rolling years have long obfcur'd in night : ^ 
Let eloquence like thine alTift my tongue. 
And* future times attend my deathlefs fong! 

Firft in the field the Franks their numbers bring, 
Once led by Hugo\ brother to the king : 
From France they came, with verdant beauty crowned, 
Whdfe fertile foil four running ftreams furround i 
When death's relentlefs flxoke their chief fubdu'd. 
Still the fame cauie the valiant band purfu'd : 

^ Once led hy Hugo^ — "] Hugo, or Hugli> count of Vennaiidois» 
brother of Philip I. king of France. 
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Beneath the brave Clotharius* care they came, 299 

Who vaunts no honour of a regal name : 

A thoufand, heavy arm'd, compos'd the train. 

An equal number followed on the plain : 

And like the firft their femblance and their mien^ 

Alike their arms and difcipline were feen : 

Thefe brought from Normandy, by Robert led *, 

A rightful prince amid their nation bred. 

William and Adcmar" to thefe fucceed, 

(The people's paftors) and their fquadrons lead : 

Far different once their talk by heaven aflign'd. 

Religious minifters to inflruft mankind ! 

But now the helmet on their heads they bear, 

And learn the deathful buHnefs of his wan 



^ — fy Bohert led^^ ** Robert, duke of Normaody, had 
early enlided bimfelf in the crufade^ but being unprovided 
with nionej^ he refolved to mortgage^ or rather fell » hisdonoi- 
nions, and ofiered them to his brother** (William Rafus, king of 
England) ** for ten thoufand marks. The bargain was concluded, 
and Robert fet out for the Holy Land." See Hume's Hiftory of 
England, vol. i. 

k WilRoM and Ademar-^ •' William, archbiffliop of Orange, 
and Ademaro, archbldiop of Poggio. Thefe, according to 
Pado Emilio, were the firft that on their knees befougbt Pope 
Urban, at the council of Clarmontf to be fent on the crufade. 

GUAtTAVIHI. 
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This brings from Orange and the neighbouring land 
Four hundred cholen warriors in his band ; 301 

And that condufts from Poggio to the field 
An equal troop, no lefs in battle fkilPd. 
Grcit Baldwin next o'er Boloign's force prefides. 
And, with his own, his brother*s people guides. 
Who to his conduft now refigns the poft, 
Himfelf the chief of chiefs, and lord of all the hoft. 
Then came Carnuti's earl ', not lefs rcnown'd 
For martial prowefs, than for counfel found j 
Four hundred in his train : but Baldwin leads 
Full thrice the number arm'd on generous fteeds. 



1 '■^Camuits earl—'\ Stephano> earl of Carnuti^ called after- 
wards earl of Chartres and Blois. 

*' There is extant a letter from Stephen, the earl of Chartres 
and Bloisy to Adela his wife, in which he gives her an account 
of the progrefs of the crafaders. He defcribes the crufadcis as 
the chofen army of Chrifi, as the fervants and foldiers of God, 
as men who marched under the immediate protedioo of the 
Almighty, being conduced by his hand to victory and conqueft.' 
He fpeaks of the Turks as accurfed, facrilegious, and devoted by 
heaven to deftrudion ; and when he mentions the foldiers in the 
Chriliian army which had died, or were killed, be is confident 
that their fouls were admitted diredly into the joys of Pa- 
radifc/' 

See Robertfon*s Hidory of Charles V. vol. t 



BOOK I. DELIVERED. 19 

Near thefe^ the plain the noble Guelphd "^ prefs'd, 3 1 s 

By fortune equal to his merits blefs'd ; 

A chiefs who by his Roman (ire could trace 

A long defcent from Eile's princely race ; 

But German by dominion and by name. 

To Guelpho's praife he join'd his lineal fame : 

He rul'd Carynthia, and the lands poflefs'd 

By Sueves and Rhethians once, his fway eonfefs'd : 

0*er thefc the chief, by right maternal, reign'd. 

To thefc his valour many conquefts gained : 

From thence he brings his troqp, a hardy race. 

Still ready death in fighting iields to face ; 

Beneath their roofs fecur'd from wintry flcies. 

The genial feaft each joyful day fupplies ; 

Five thoufand once ; now fcarce a third remain^. 

Since PerCja's fight, of all the numerous band. 

Next thofe, whofe lands" the Franks and Germans 

bounds 

Where Rhine and Macs overflow the fruitful ground, [ 
For countlefs herds and plenteous crops renown'd. J 
With thefc their aid the neighbouring iflcs fupply'd, 
Whofe.banks defend them from th' encroaching tide: 

m — Gii^IfAa^ SoQ of Adius the fourth, marquis of EQc, 
and of Ccinigunda. 
" ^^thufc whofc lanJs,^-'} The Flemings. 

C 2 
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All thefc a thoufand form'd, (a warlike band) 336 
O'er whom another Robert held connmand. 
More numerous was the Britifh fquadrons fhown, 
By William led, the monarch's youngeft fon". 
The Engli(h in the bow and (hafts are Ikiird : 
With them a northern nation feeks the field, 
Whom Ireland from our world divided fer. 
From lavage woods and mountains, fends to wan 

Tancrcd was next % than whom no greater name 
(Except Rinaldo) fill'd the lift of fame; 
Of gentler manners, comelier to the fight. 
Or more intrepid in the day of fight : 
If aught of blame could fuch a foul reprove. 
Or foil his glorious deeds, the fault was love : 
A fudden love, that, born amidft alarms. 
Was nurs'd with anguifh in the din of arms. 
•Tis faid, that, on that great and glorious day, 
When to the Franks the Perfian hoft gave way. 



• By Wiinam led, the monarch* s youngefi fon.'] William Rufos 
was then king, but he had no legitimate dflspriiig. 

p Tancrtd nvas wxt,'^'] Son of a filler of fioemond and of 
Rogero^ duke of Calabria : (he married a marquis Guglielnio. 
Bcemond and Rogero were born of Roberto Guifcardo, of the 
Norman race. 
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Vidorious Tancred^ eager to purfue 354 

The fcatter'd remnants of the flying crew, 

O crfpcnt with labour, fought fomc kind retreat. 

To quench his thirfl and cool his burning heat ; 

When, to his wifh, a cryftal ftream he found. 

With bowery ftiade and verdant herbage crowned: 

There fudden rufli'd before his wondering fight, 

A Pagan damfel (heath'd in armour bright : 

Her helm unlac'd her vifage bare difplay*d. 

And tir'd with fight, (he fought the cooling ihade. 

Struck with her looks, he viewed the beauteous dame, 

Admir*d her charms, and kindled at the flame* 

wonderous force of love's refiftlefs dart, 

That pierc*d at once and rooted in his heart ! 

Her helm (he clos'd, prepared to a(rault the knight, 

But numbers, drawing nigh, conftrain*d her flight -, 

The lofty virgin fled, but left behind 

Her lovely form deep imaged ill hb mind } 

Still, in his thought, he views the confcious grove. 

Eternal fuel to the flames of love ! 

Penfive he comes, his looks his foul declare, ; 

With eyes call downward and deje£ted air : 

Ei^t hundred horfe from fertile feats he leads. 

From hills of Tyrrhene and Campania's meads. 
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■ Two hundred Grecians born, were next to fee, ays 
Aftive in fieldj from weighty armour free ; 
Their crooked fabrcs at their fide they wear; 
Their backs the founding bows and quivers bear : 
With matchlefi fwiftnefs were their fteeds indu'd, 
Inur'd to toil, and fparing in their food ; 
Swift in attack they rufh, and fwift in flight, 
In troops retreating and difpers*d they fight ! 
Tatinus led ' their force ; the only band 
That join'd the Latian arms from Grecian land i 
Yet near the fcene of war (O lafting Ihame! 
O foul dilhonour to the Grecian name!) 
Thou, Greece, canft hear unmov'd the loud alarms, 
A tame fpeAator of the deeds of arms! 
If foreign power opprcfs thy fervUe reign. 
Thou well deferv'ft to wear the vi(5lor's chain. 

A fquadron now, the laft in order, came. 
In order laft, but firft in martial fame; 
Adventurers call'd, and heroes fam'd afar. 
Terrors of Afia, thunderbolts of war ! 
Ceafe, Argo, ceafc to boaft thy warriors' mi^t ; 
And, Arthur, ceafc to vaunt each fabled knight j 

1 Taimui led—'] Tatious wa« fcnt with a fquadroa of horfe, 
by the emperor Ale«i,"from Conftantinoplc, to join Uie<:hriftiaM 
in their exfcdilioD, 
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Thele all th' exploits of ancient times exceed : 400 

What chief is worthy fuch a band to lead ?- 

By joint confent, to Dudon's fway they yields 

Of prudent age, experienc'd in the field ; 

Who yoiithful vigour joins with hoary hairs^ 

His bofbm marked with many manly fears. 

Here flood Euftatius with the firft in fkmt. 

But more ennobled by his brother's ' name. 

Gernando here^ the king of Norway's fon. 

Who vaunts his fceptcr'd race and regal crown. 

There Engerlan^ and there Rogero fhin'd ; 

Two Gcrrards with Rambaldo's daundefs mind 

With gallant Ubald and Gentonio join'd. 

Rofmondo with the bold mu(t honour claim : 

Nor muft oblivion hide Obizo's name : 

Nor Lombard's brethren three be left untold, 

Achilles^ Sforza, Palamedes bold : 

Nor Otho fierce, whpfe valour won the (hield* 

That bears a child and ferpent on its field. 

' GODFEBT. 

' Nor Otho fierce, tvk)fe valour 'won tie Jhield} At the time 
of the crafade, Otho of the Vifconti, overcame one Volucias» 
a leader of the Saracens, who had defied the Chriftians to fingle 
combat, and wore for his creA a ferpent and child, which device 
was ever after worn by this Otho : this circumflance is mentioned 
bj Arioflo. 
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Nor GuafcOt nor Ridolphus I forget, 419 

Nor either Guido^ both in combat great : 

Nor muft I Gernier pafs, nor Eberard, . 

To rob their virtue of its due regard. 

But why neglefts my mufe a wedded pair. 

The gallant Edward and Gildippe^ &ir ? 

O partners ftill in every battle try'd. 

Not death your geptle union fliall divide ! 

The fchool of love, which e'en the fearful warms. 

The dame inftrufted in the trade of arms : 

StiU by his fide her watchful ftcps attend ; 

Still on ohe fortune both their lives depend : 

No wound in fight can either fingly bear. 

For both alike in every anguilh Ihare ; 

And oft one faints to view the other's wound. 

This Aedding blood, and that in forrow drown'd! 

But lo ! o*cr thefe, o'er all the hoft confeft. 
The young Rinaldo'* tower'd above the reft : 

« — Edward and GilJipfe — ^] Taffo, in one of his klters* 
writes that Edward was an Englilh baron, and that his wife, 
by whom he was tenderly beloved, accompanied him in this ex<« 
pedition, where they both perifhed. 

V The young Binaldt^-^"] The poet, by a poetical anachronifm, 
feigns this Rinaldo to have been at the fiege of Jerufalem; for 
Rinaldo of Efte, fon of Bertoldo, was not born till the year U7^» 
and Jerufalem was taken in IQQ/. 
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With martial grace his looks around he cafl:^ 437 
And gazing crowds admir'd him as he pafs'd. 
Mature beyond his years his virtues (hoot. 
As, mix*d with bbflbms, grows the budding fruit. 
When clad in fteel^ he fccms like Mars to move ; 

His face difclos*d, he looks the God of Love''! 

This youth on Adige's fair-^winding fhore^ 

To great Bertoldo fair Sophia bore. 

The infant from the breaft Matilda rears \ 

(The watchful guardian of his tender years) 

And, while beneath her care the youth remains. 

His ripening age to regal virtue trains ; 

Till the loud trumpet, from the diftant eaft, 

With early thirft of glory fir'd his breaft. 

Then (fifteen iprings fcarce changing o'er his head) 

Guidelefs, untaught, through ways unknown he fled; 

^ Hh fact £fcloidy Jie looks the God of have !\ Rinaldo, in 
many refptds^ is after the Achilles of Homer, who is repre- 
fented not only the braved, but the haDdfomedy of all the Greeks, 
except Nireus, thus mentioned in the catalogue of the forces. 

Nireus in faultlefs ihape and blooming grace. 
The lovelied youth of all the Grecian race, 
Pelides only match*d his early charms,— 

Popc'sll. ii. 817. 

' 'F^Jtatilda rears,'] See the notes to book xvii. for an account 
of this extraordinary womao^ here feigned to have preiided over 
the education of Rinaldo* 
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'JW Egean fea be crols'd and Grecian lands, 453 
And reach'd^ in climes remote, the Chriftian bands. 
* Three years the warrior in die camp bad feen^ 
Yet fcarce the down began to flude his chin. 
Now all the horfe wene pail: : in order led. 
Next canoe the foot^ and Raymond ^ at their head : 
Thouloufe he governs^ and collefb his trails 
Between the Pyreneans and the main : 
Four thoui^uid, arm'd in proof, well us'd to bear 
Th' inclefnent ieajbns, and the toils of war : 
A band approved, in every battle try'd ; 
Nor could the band an abler leader guide. 
Next Stephen of Amboife conduds his power : 
From Tours and Blois he brings five thouiand more : 
No hardy nation this, inur'd to fight, 
Though fenced in fhining fteel, a martial fight ! 
Soft is their foil, and of a gentle kind, 
And, like their ibil, th' inhabitants inclin'd : 
Impetuous firft they run to meet the foe. 
But foon, repiils'd, their forces languid grow. 
Alcaftus was the third, with threatening mien ; 
(So Capaneus of old at Thebes was feen) 

7 — Baymond^'] Raymond, count of Thouloafe, a name well 
known in Ihe hiflory of tfaofe times. 
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Six thoufand warriors, in Helvetia bred, 475 

Plebeians fierce, from Alpine bejghts he led : 
Their rural cools, that wont the earth to tear. 
They turn'd to nobler inftruments of war ; 
And yfixh thoie hands, accuilom'd herds to guide. 
They boldly now the nnight of kings defy'd. . 

LiO ! rais'd in air the ftandard proudly fluown. 
In which appear the keys and papal crown : 
Seven thoufand foot there good Camillus leads. 
In heavy arms that gleam acrofs the meads : 
O'eijoy'd he feems, decreed his name to grace. 
And add new honours to his ancient race $ 
Whatever the Latian difcipline may claim. 
In glorious deeds to boaft an equal fame. 

Now every fquadron rang'd in order due. 
Had pafs'd before the chief in fair review ; 
When Godfrey ftraight the peers aflembled hdds. 
And thus the purport of his mind unfolds. 

Soon as the morning lifts her early head. 
Let all the forces from the camp be led, 
With fpeedy courfe to reach the facred town. 
Ere yet their purpoie, or their march is known. 
Prepare then for the way, for fight prepare. 
Nor doubt, my friends! of conqueft in the war! 
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Thcfc words, from fuch a chieftain's lips, infpirc 4gg 
Each kindling breaft^ and wake the flumbering fire : 
Already for ch* expeded fight they burn. 
And pant impatient for the day*s return. 
Yet ftill fomc fears their careful chief opprefs'd. 
But thefe he fmother'd in his thoughtful breaft : 
By certsun tidings brought, he lately heard. 
That Egypt's king his courfe for Gaza fteer'd : 
(A frontier town that all the realm commands. 
And a ftrong barrier to the Syrian lands) 
Full well he knows the monarch's reftlefs mind^ 
Nor doubts in him a cruel foe to find* 
Afide the pious leader Henry took. 
And thus his faithful meflenger beipoke. 

Attend my words, fome fpeedy bark afcend. 
And to the Grecian (hore thy voyage bend : 
A youth will there arrive of regal name% 
Who comes to*ihare our arms and fhare our fame; 
Prince of the Danes ; who brings from diltant lands. 
Beneath the frozen pole, his valiant bands : 
The Grecian monarch, vers'd in fraud, may try 
His arts on him, and every means employ 

» A youth %vW tlure arrive of regdi name,'] Sweno, fon to tlic 
king of Denmark. Sec note to Book VIII. 
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To ftop the youthful warrior in his courfe^ 521 

And rob our hopes of this auxiliar force. 
My faithful nunciate thou, the Dane invite. 
With every diought the gallant prince excite» 
Both for his &me and mine, to fpeed his way. 
Nor taint his glory with ill-tim'd delay. 
Thou with the fovercign of the Greeks remain^ 
To claim die luccours promised oft in vain. 

He fidd ; and having thus revealed his mind* 
And due credentials to his charge confign'd. 
The trufly meffcnger his veflcl fought. 
And Godfrey calm'd awhile his troubled thoughL 

Soon as the rifing morn, with iplendor dreft, 
Unlocks the portals of the rofeate eaft^ 
The noiie of drums and trumpets fills the air. 
And bids the warriors for their march prepare. 
Not half fo grateful to the longing fwain 
The lowering thunder that prefages rain. 
As to thefe eager bands the (hrill alarms 
Of martial clangors and the found of arms. 

At once they roie with generous ardour prefs'd> 
At once their limbs in radiant armour drels'd ; 
And rang'd in martial pomp (a dreadful band) 
Beneath the^ numerous chiefs in order ftand. 
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N0W9 man to man, the thick battalions join*d> 545 
Unfurl their banners to the fportive wind ; 
And in th* imperial ftandard rais'd on high^ 
The Crofs triumphant blazes to the (kjr. 
Meantime the fun, above the horizon gains 
The rifing circuit of th* ethereal plains : 
The poli(h*d fteel refleds the dazzling light, 
And ftrikes with Bafliing rays the aking light. 
Thick and more diick the iparkling gleams zfyisc. 
Till all the chainpaign feems to glow with fire ; 
While mingled clamours echo through the meads, . 
The cla(h of arms^ the neigh of trampling fteeds 1 

A chofen troop of horfe, difpatch'd before. 
In armour light, the country round explore. 
Left foes in ambvrfh ihould their march prevent ;, 
While other bands the cautious leader fent 
The dikes to level, dear the rugged way, 
And free each pafs that might their fpecd delay. 
No troops of Pagans could withftand their force ; 
No walls of ftrength could ftop their rapid courfe : ^ 
In vain opposed the craggy mountain ftood. 
The rapid torrent and perplexing wood. 
So when the king of floods in angry pride. 
With added waters fwells lus foamy tide. 
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*With dreadful ruin o*er the banks he flows, aog 

And nought appears diat can his rage oppole. 

The king of Tripoly had power alone, 
(Well-fiimifh'd, in a ftrongly-guarded town. 
With arms and men) to check the troops' advance. 
But durft not meet in fight the hoft of France. 
To appeafe the Chriftian chief^ the heralds bring 
Pacific prefents from the Pagan king*. 
Who fuch conditions for the peace receives, 
As pious Godfrey, in hb wifdom, gives. 

There fit>m mount Seir, that near to eafiward ftands. 
And from above the fubjedt town conunands, 
The faidifid pour in numbers to the plain; 
(Each iex and every age, a various train !) 
Their gifts l)e£bre the Chriftian leader bear ; 
With joy they view hini and with transport hear; 
Gaze on the foreign garb with wondering eye. 
And with unl&iling guides the hoft fupply. 

Now Godfrey with the camp purfues his way. 
Along the borders of the ne^M>ouring iea : 
For ftation'd diere his fiiendly vellels ride% 
From ndiich die army*s wants are well fupplyM : 

* — his friendly ^ejfeh rtde,'] The poct means the Genoefe, who 
had fupplied a great noinber qS anned gaUiefty uader the dixettoa 
<)f WilUam Embraico. 
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For him alone each Grecian ifle is tiird^ sgi 

For him their vintage Crete and Scios yield. 

The numerous (hips the (haded ocean hide, 

Loud groans beneath the weight the burthen*d tide. 

The veflels thus their watchful poft msuntain^ 

■ 
And guard from Saracens the midland main. 

Befides the (hips with ready numbers manp'tl. 

From wealthy Venice and Liguria*s ftrand $ 

England and Holland fend a naval power. 

And fertile Sicily and Gallia^s (horc. 

The(e, all united, brought from every coaft 

Frovifions needful for the landed hoft : 

ft , ' 

While on their march impatient they proceed, 
(From all defence the hoftile frontiers fi-eed) 
And urge their hafte the hallowed (oil to gain 
Where Christ endurM the (lings of mortal pain. 
But fame with winged (peed before them flies ; 
(Alike the meflenger of truth and lies) ^ 
She paints the camp in one united band. 
Beneath one leader, moving o*er the land. 
By none opposed: their nations, numbers tells; 
The name and actions of each chief reveals ; 
Difplays their purpofe, fets the war to view. 
And terrifies with doubts th* ufurping crew. 



r 
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More dreadful to their anxious mind appears 615 
The diftant profped, and augments their fears $ 
To every light report their ears they bend. 
Watch every rumour, every tale attend ; 
From man to man the murmurs, Celling ftill^ 
The country round and mournful city fill $ 
Their aged monarch, thus with danger preft. 
Revolves dire fancies in his doubtful breaft : 
His name was Aladine ^ % who fcarce maintain*d 
(With fears befet) his (eat fo lately gain*d : 
By nature flill to cruel deeds inclined. 
Though years had fomething changed his lavage mind^ 

When now he faw the Latian troops prepare, 
Againft his city- walls to turn the war ; 
Suipicions, join'd with former fears, arofe ; 
Alike he fear'd his fubje^ and his foe$ 1 
Together in one town he faw refide 
Two people, whom their different faiths divide : 
While part die purer laws of Christ believe. 
More numerous thofe who Macon's laws receive. 
When firft the monarch conquered Sion*s towij, 
And fought lecurely tl^ere to fix his throne ; 

^ His name tuas Aladine — ^] Taflb, with the liceDce of a poet, 
has made a king of Jerulalein; bat the dtj, at that time, 
was io reality under the dominion of the Caliph of £{^7pt, takeq 
hjr him fome time before from the Turks. 

VOL. I 
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He freed his Pagans from die tax of ftate, fyf 

But on die Chriftians laid the heavier weight. 
Thcfe thov^hts inflamed and rouz'd his native rage 
(Now chilled and tardy with the GraSt of age) : 
So turns^ in fucnQfier's heat^ the v^ioin*d fhake> 
That flept the winter harmlefs in the brake : 
So the tame lion, urg*d to wrath again, 
Rcfumes his fiiry, and ere&s his nune. 

Then to fatmielf : On every face I view 
The marks of joy in that perfidious crew : 
In general grief their jovial days they keep. 
And laugh and revel when the public weep : 
Even now, perhaps, the dreadful fcheme is planned 
Againft our life to lift a murderous hand ; 
Or tQ their monarches foes betray the ftate. 
And to their Chriftian friends unbar the gate. 
But foon our juftice will their crimes prevent, 
And fwift-wing'd vengeance on their heads be lent; 
Example dreadful ! death fhall feize on all : 
Their infants at the mothers* breaft fhall fall : 
The flames fhall o*er their domes and temples fpread: 
Such be the funeral piles to grace their dead ! 
But midfl their votive gifts, to fate our ire. 
The priefls fhall firfl upon the tomb expire. 

So threats the tyrant ; but his threats are vain $ 
Though pity moves not, coward fears reftrain ; 
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Rage prompts his foul their guiltlefs blood to fpill. 
But trembling doubts oppofe his favage will 664 
He fears the Chriftians, (hrinks at future harms^ 
Nor dares provoke too far the vidor's arms. 
This purpofe curbed, to other parts he turns 
The rage that in his reftlefs bofom bums : 
With fire he waftes the fertile country round, 
And lays the houfes level with the ground : 
He leaves no place entire, that may receive 
The Chriftian army, or their march relieve ; 
Pollutes the iprings and rivers in their beds, 
And poifbn in the wholefome water fheds ; 
Cautious with cruelty ! meantime his care 
Had reinforced Jerufalcm for war. 
Three parts for fiege were ftrongly fortify*d. 
Though lefs fecurely fcnc'd the northern fide. 
But there, when firft the threatened ftorm was heard, 
New ramparts, for defence, in hafte he rearM -, 
Colle6ting in the town, from different lands^ 
Auxiliar forces to his fubjedt bands. 



END OF THE FIRST BOOK^ 
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THE ARGUMENT^ 

ALADiff B tranfports an image of the Virgin from the temple 
of the Cbriftiansj into the mofque^ by the advioe of Ifmeno, 
who propofes thereby to form a fpell to fecnre the city. la 
th^ night the iipage i| fecietly fi^en away. The kipgf unable 
to difcover the author of the thefts and incenfed againft the 
Chrifiians, prepares for a general maflacre. Sopfaronia, a 
Chriftian virgin^ accufes herfelf to the king. Olindo, her 
lover, takes the fad upon himfelf. Aladine, in a rage» orders 
both to be burned. Clorinila arrives, intercedes for them, and 
obtains their pardon. In the mean time Godfrey, with his 
army, reaches Emmaus. He receives Argantes and Alethes, 
ambafladors from Egypt. The latter, in an artful fpeech, 
endeavours to dilTuade Godfrey from attacking Jerafalem. 
His propolals are rejeded, and Argantes declares war in the 
name oi the king of Egypt. 
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While thus the Pagan king prcparM for fight. 
The fam'd Ifmeno came before his fight ; 
Ifmeno, he whofe power the tomb invades. 
And calls agsun to life departed fhades ; 
Whofe magic verie can pierce the world beneath, 
And fbrtle Pluto in the realms of death } 
The fubjed demons at his will rellrain. 
And fafter bind or loofe their fervile chain. 
Ifmeno once the Chriftian faith avow*d. 
But now at Macon's impious worfhip bow'd : 
Yet ftill his former rites the wretch retained. 
And oft, with Pagan mix'd, their ufe prophan*d. 
Now from the caverns, where, retir'd alone 
From vulgar eyes, he fiudied arts unknown. 



4o JfeRUSALEM bookii. 

He came afliftance to his lord to bring : i j 

An ill advifer to a tyrant king ! 

Then thus he ipoke : O king ! bdiold at hand 
That conquering hoft, the terror of the land ! 
But let us a& as fits the noble mind: 
The bold from earth and heaven will fuccour find. 
As king and leader well thy cares prefide. 
And with fbrefeeing thought for all provide. 
If all, like thee^ theif fevel*al part^ difpofe^ 
This land will prove the burial of thy foes. 
Lo ! here I come with thee the toils to bear. 
To aflifl: thy labours, and thy dangers (bare. 
Accept the counfel cautious years impart. 
And join to this the powers of magic art : 
Thofe angels, exiFd from th' ethereal plains. 
My potent charms (hall force to fhare our pains. • 
Attend the fcheme, revolving in my breaft. 
The firft enchantment that my thoughts fuggeft. 
An altar by the Ghriftians ftands immured 
Deep under ground, from vulgar eyes fecur'd 
The ftatue of their goddefs there is (how*d. 
The mother of their human, buried God ! 
Before the image burns continual light; 
A flowing veil conceals her from the fight. 
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Oa every fide are tablets there difplay'd> 39 

And votive gifts by fuperftition p^d, 
Hafte ! fnatch their idol from that impious race^ 
And in thy mofque the boafted figure place. 
Then will I raifc fuch ipells of wondrous power. 

This fated pledge (while there detained fecure) 
Shall prove the guardito of thy city*s gate ' ; 
And waUs of adamant fhall fence thy ftate. 

He faid, and ceas*d : his words perfuafion wrought* 
And fwift the king the hidden temple (ought : 
Furious he drove the trembling prieib away. 
And feiz'd, with daring hands, the hallow'd prey: 
Then to the mofque in hafte the prize he bore ; 
(Where rites profane offend th* Almighty Power) 
There, o'er the facred form, with impious zeal. 
The foul magician muttered many a IpeU. 

But foon as morning flreak'd the eaft of heaven. 
The watch, to whom the temple's guard was given, 
No longer in its place the image found. 
And iearch'd with fruidefs care the dome around. 
Then to the king the ftrange report he bears ^ 
The king, inflam'd with wrath, the ddings hears : 

* — th€ guardian of.tfy citys gate.'] This pafTage is evidently 
faorrowed from the ancient palladiam^ by which the city of Troy 
was to be defended. 



41 JERUSALEM booic n. 

His thoughts fuggeft fome Chriftian's fecret hand 6i 
Has thence purloined the guardian of the land : 
But whether Chriftian zeal had thence conveyed 
The hallowed form j or Heaven its power diiplayM, 
To fjaatch from impious fanes> and roofs unclean^ 
The glorious femblance of their virgin-queen. 
Doubtful the &me ; nor can we dare aflign 
The deed to human art, or hands divine. 

The king each temple fought and fecret place, 
And vow'd with caftly gifts the man to grace, 
Who brought the image, or the thief re vealM ; 
But threatened thofe whofe lips the deed c(M)ceal*d. 
The wily forcercp every art apply'd 
To explore the truth : in vain his arts he try'd : 
For whether wrought by Heaven, or earth alone. 
Heaven kept it, fpite of all his charms, unknown. 
But when the king perceived his (earch was vain, 
To find th* offender of the Chriftian train : 
On all at once his fierce refentment tum'd ; 
On all at once his favage fury burn'd : 
No bounds, no laws, his purpofc could control. 
But blood alone could fate his vengeful foul. 
Our wrath fhall not be loft (aloud lie cries) 
The thief amidft the general flaughter dies. 
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Guilty aad ionoceot) they peiilh all ! 8d 

Let the juft periih) fo the guilty fell.— 
Yet i/vher^fore juft ? when none our pity claim ; 
Not one but hates our rites> and hates our name. 
Rife, rife, my friends! the fire and fword employ. 
Lay wafte dieir dwellings, and their race deftroy. 

So (poke the tyrant to the liftening crew ; 
Among the faithful foon the tidings flew. 
With horror chill'd, the difmal found they heard, 
While ghafUy death on every face appeared. 
None think of flight, or for defence prepare. 
Or feek to deprecate their fate with prayer: 
9ut lo ! when leaft they hope^ the timorous bands 
Their fafety owe to unexpe£ted hands. 

A maid there was among the Chriftian kind. 
In prime of years, and of exalted mind : 
Beauteous her form, but beauty fhe despisM, 
Or beauty grac'd with virtue only prized. 
From flattering tongues the modeft fair withdrew. 
And livM iecluded from the public view : 
But vain her cares to hicle her beauty prov'd. 
Her beauty worthy to be feen and lov'i 
Nor Love conlents, but foon reveals her charms, 
And with their power a youthful lover warms : 
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That Love who now conceals his piercing eyes 109 
And now, like Argus, every thing defcries j 
Who brings to view each grace that ihuns the light. 
And midfl: a thoufand guards diredts the lover*s fight ! 

Sophronia fhe, Olindo was his name ; 
The fame their city, and their faith the fame. 
The youth as modeft as the maid was fair. 
But little hop*d, nor durft his love declare : 
He knew not how, or fear*d to tell his pain. 
She faw it not, or view*d it with dildain : 
Thus to this hour in filent grief he moum'd, 

m 

His thoughts unnoted, or his paffion fcorn*d 

Meantime the tidings fpread from place to place. 
Of death impending o'er the Chriftian race : 
Soon in Sophronia*s noble mind arofe 
A generous plan to avert her people's woes : 
Zeal firft in^ir'd, but bafliful fhame enfu'd. 
And modefty awhile the thought withftood : 
Yet ibon her fortitude each doubt fupprefs'd. 
And arm'd with confidence her tender bread -, 
Through gazing throngs alone the virgin goes, 
Nor fh-ives to hide her beauties, nor difclofe : 
0*er her fair face a decent veil is feen. 
Her eyes declined with modeft graceful mien ; 
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An ardds ne^gence composed her drefs^ 133 

And nature's genuine grace her charms confefs. 
Admired by all, regardlefs went the dame. 
Till to the prelence of the king fhe came : 
While yet he rav*d, Ihe dar*d to meet his view. 
Nor from his tlireatening looks her fteps withdrew. 

king ! (fhe thus began) awhile conuin 
Thy anger, and thy people's rage reftrain : 

1 come to Ihow, and to your vengeance 3rield 
Th' offender from your fruitlefs fearch coneeal'd. 

She faid, and ceas'd : the king in wonder gaz*d, 
(Struck with her courage, with her looks amaz'd) 
Her fudden charms at once his foul engage. 
He calms his paflTion, and forgets his rage. 
If milder fhe, or he of fofter frame. 
His heart had felt the power of beauty's flame : 
But haughty charms can ne'er the haughty move j 
For fmiles and graces are the food of love. 
Though love could not affe£k his favage mind. 
He yet appear'd to gentle thoughts inclin'd. 
Difclofe the truth at large (he thus reply 'd) 
No harm fhall to thy ChrifUan friends betide. 

Then fhe : Before thy fight the guilty flands : 
The theft, O king ! committed by thefe hands. 
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In me the thief who.ftole the image view ^ uj 

To me the punilhmcnt decreed is due. 

Thu3^ filled with public zeal^ the generous dame 
A viftim for her people's ranfom came. 

great deceit! O lie divinely fair I 

What truth with fuch a falfehood can compare ? 
In deep fufpenfe her words the tyrant heard. 
No wonted fury in his looks appeared. 
Declare (thus mildly to the maid he (poke) 
Who gave thee counfel and the deed partook. 
The deed alone was mine (reply*d the fair) 

1 fuflfer*d none with me the fame to (hare ; 
Mine was the counfel, mine the firft defign. 
And the laft ading of the deed was mine* 
Then only thou (he cry'd) muft bear the pain 
Our anger now and juft revenge ordain. 

'Tis juft, fince all the glory mine (Ihc cry'd) 
That none with me the punifhment divide. 
With kindling ire the Pagan thus replies : 
Say, where concealed the Chriftian image lies. 
'Tis not concealed (rejoin*d the dauntlefs dame) 
I gave the hallow'd ftatue to the flame ; 
So could no impious hands again pro&ne 
The facred inKige, and her beauty ftain. 
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Then feck no nnore what never can be thine, isi 
But lo ! the thief I to thy hands refign ; 
If theft it may be call*d to feize our right, 
Unjuftly torn away by lawlefs might. 

At this the king in threatening words return'd ; 
With wrath ungovern'd all his bofom bum*d : 
Ah ! hope no more thy pardon here to find, 
O glorious virgin ! O exalted mind ! 
In vain, againft the tyrant's fury held. 
Love for defence oppoles beauty's fhield. 

Now doom'd to death, and fentenc'd to the flame. 
With cruel hands they feize the beauteous dame. 
Her veil and mantle rent beftrew the ground. 
With rugged cords her tender arms are bound* 
Silent (he (lands, no marks of fear exprefs'd. 
Yet foft commotions gently heave her brcaft ; 
Her modeft cheeks a tran(ient blufh difclofe. 
Where lilies (bon fucceed the fading rofe. 
Meanwhile the people throng (the rumour (pread) 
And with the reft Olindo there was led : 
The talc he knew, but not the vi&im*s name. 
Till near the tragic fcene of fate he came : 
Soon as the youth the pri(bner*s face (urvey'd. 
And (aw, condemned to death, his lovely maid 
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While the flern guards their cruel tafk purfue, 305 
Through the thick prefs with headlong fpeed he flew. 
She's guiltlels ! (to the king aloud he cries) 
She's guiltlefs of th' ofFence for which fhe dies ! 
She could not — durft not— fuch a work demands 
Far other than a woman's feeble hands : 
What arts to lull the keeper could fhe prove ? 
And how the facred image thence remove ? 
She fondly boafts the deed, unthinking maid! 
*Twas I the ftatue from the niofque convey 'd : 
Where the high dome receives the air and lightj» 
I found a paflage, favour d by the night : 
The glory nnine, the death for me remains. 
Nor let her thus ufurp my rightful pains ; 
The punifhment be mine ; her chains I claim ; 
Mine is the pile prepar'd, and mine the kindled flao^e ! 

At this her head Sophronia gently rais'd. 
And on the youth with looks of pity gaz'd. 
Unhappy man! what brings thee guiltlefs here? 
What frenzy guides thee, or what ralh defpair ? 
Say, cannot I, without thy aid, engage 
The utmoft tlu'eatening of a mortal's rage ? 
This breaft undaunted can refign its breath. 
Nor aiks a partner in the hour of death. 



/ 



BOOK If. DELIVERED, 49 

5hc fpoke ; but wrought not on her lover's mind. 
Who, firm, retain'd his purpofe firft defign d. 230 
O glorious ftruggle for a fatal prize ! 
When love with fortitude for conqucft vies. 
Where death is the reward the viftor bears. 
And fafety is the ill the vanquifh'd fears ! 
While thus they both contend the deed to claim. 
The monarch's fury burns with fiercer flame : 
He rag'd to find his power fo lightly priz'd. 
And all the torments he prepared defpis^d. 
Let both (he cry'd) their wilh'd defign obtain : 
And both enjoy the prize they feek to gain. 
The tyrant faid, and flrait the fignal made 
To bind the youth j the ready guards obey'd. 
With face averted to one ft:ake confin'd. 
With cruel cords the haplefs pair they bind. 
Now round their limbs they place the rifing pyre 5 
And now with breath awake the numbering fire ; 
When thus the lover, in a moving ft:rain, 
Befpeaks the lovM companion of his pain : 

Are thefe the bands with which I hop'd to join, 
In happier times, my ftture days to thine ? 
And are we doom'd, alas ! this fire to prove, 
Inftead of kindly flames of mutual love ? 

VOL, J. E 
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Love promised gentler fkmes and fofter ties ; 953 

But cruel fate far other now fupplies! 

Too long from thee I mourn'd my life disjoin*d. 

And now in death a haplefs meeting find ! 

Yet am I bled, fince thou the pains muft bear, 

If not thy bed, at leaft thy pile to fhare. 

Thy death I mourn, but not my own lament. 

Since dying by thy fide I die content. 

Could yet my prayer one further blifs obtain, 

How fweet, how envy*d then were every pain I 

O could I prefs my faithful breaft to thine. 

And on thy lips my fleeting foul refign ! 

So might we, fainting in the pangs of death. 

Together mix our fighs and parting breath ! 

In words like thefe unbleft Olindo mourn'd -, 
To him her counfel thus the maid returned. 

O youth ! far other thoughts, and pure defires. 
Far other forrows now the time requires ! 
Doft thou forget thy fins ? nor call to mind 
What God has for the righteous fouls aflign*d ? 
Endure for him, and fweet the pains will prove j 
Afpire with joy to happier feats above ; 
Yon glittering ikies and golden fun furvey. 
That caU us hence to realms of cndlefs day. 



BOOR II. DELIVERED. 51 

Here, mov'd with pity, loud the Pagans groan : 277 
But more conceard the Chriftians vent their moan^ 
The king himielf^ with thoughts unufual prefs'd> 
Felt his fierce heart fufpended in his breafjt : 
But^ fcoming to relent, he turn'd his view 
From the dire prolpeft, and in hafte withdrew. 
Yet thou, Sophronia, bear'ft the general woe. 
And, wept by all, thy tears difdain to flow! 

While thus they (land, behold a knight is feen, 
(For fuch he feem'd) of fierce and noble mien ! 
Whofe foreign arms and ftrange attire proclaim 
An alien from a diftant land he came. 
The fculptur'd dgrefs on his helmet high, 
(A well-known creft!) attrafts each gazer's eye. 
This fign Clorinda in the field dilplay*d, 
All fee and own by this the warrior-maid. 
She, from a child ^ beheld with fcornfiil eyes 
Her fex's arts, defpifing female toys : 



»> SAe, frwn a cAsiJ,^'] With fefpeft to the charaftcr of a 
fenoale warrior, however repugnant it may appear to our prefent 
ideas, the example of Virgil, and the tradition of the Ama- 
zons, may be fufficient authority for Taiib to introduce the 
beautiful variety in his poem, ariiing from the charaders of 
Clorinda and Gildippe. There is a lingular pafTage in one of 

E 2 
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Arachne*s labours ne*er Jier hours divide, 295 

Her noble hands nor loom nor fpindle guide $ 
]f rom eafe inglorious and from floth flie fled, 
And, mix'd in camps, a life unfuUy 'd led : 
With rigour pleased, her lovely face (he arm'd 
With haughty looks, yet even in fiercenefs charm'd : 

Petrarch's letters^ defcribiDg particularlj aa Amazonian woman^ 
which it may not be here unpleafing to laj before the reader, 
from the Life of Petrarch, publiOied in 177^- 

" Of all the wonders I faw in my little journey, nothing 
furprifed me more than the prodigious ihength and extraor- 
dinary courage of a young woman called Mary, whom we 
faw at Puzzoli. She pafTed ber life among foldiers, and it was 
a common opinion that (he was fo much feared, no one dared 
attack her honour. No warrior but envied ber prowefs and 
fkill. From the flower of her age (he lived in camps, and 
adopted the military rules and drefs. Her body is that of a 
hardy foldier, rather than a woman, and feamed all over with 
the fears of honour. She is always at war with her neighboum; 
fometimes fhe attacks them with a little troop, fometimes alone ; 
and feveral have died by her hand. She is perfed in all the 
ifaratagems of the military art ; and fufTers, with incredible pa^ 
tience, hunger, thirft, oold, heat, and fatigue. In fine, ibe lies 
on the bare ground; her fhield ferves for her pillow, and ihe 
/leeps armed in the open zir, 

** I had feen her in my firfl voyage to Naples, about three 
years ago 5 but as (he was very much altered, I did not know 
her again. She came forward to falute me> I returned it 2% 
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In early years her tender hand reftrain'd 301 

The fiery courferj and his courage rein'd : 

She pois'd the fpear and fword : her growing force 

She try'd in wreilling and the dufty courfe -, 

Then through the mountain paths and lonely wood 

The bear and fliaggy lion*s tracks purfu'd : 

to a pcrfon I was not acqaainted with. But by her laugh, and 
the geilure of thofe about me, I fofpeded fomething ; and ob« 
ferviDg her with more attention^ I found under the helmet the 
face of this formidable virgin. Was I to inform 70U of half the 
things they relate of her, you would take them for fables. I 
will therefore confine myielf to a few f^Gts, to which I was 
witnefs. By accident feveral Grangers who came to Puzzoli 
to fee this wonder, were all alTembled at the citadel^ to make 
trial of her drength. We found her alone, walkiog before the 
portico of the church, and not furprifed at the concourfe of the 
people. We begged ihe would give us a proof of her Arengtb. 
Sl^ excufed herfelf at firft, on having a wound in her arm; 
but afterwards (he took up an enormous block of fione, and ^, 
piece of wood loaded with iron. Upon thefe, faid (he, you 
may try your firength if you will. After every one had at- 
tempted to move them, with more or lefs fuccefs, (he took 
and threw them with fo much cafe over our heads, that we 
remained confounded, and could hardly believe our eyes. At 
firft fome deceit was fufpedted, but there could be none. 
This has rendered credible what the ancients relate of the 
Amazons, and Virgil of the heroines of Italy, who were 

headed by Camilla.** 

See Life of Petrabch, vol. i. p, 350. 
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Ih war, the dread of men the virgin (hin*d : 307 

In woods, the terror of the favage kind ! 
From Perfia, jealous of the Chriftian fame, 
To bppofe the viftor-hoft Clorinda came : 
And, oft before, in fight her daring hand 
Had fatten*d with their blood the thirfty land. 
When near the fatal place the virgin drew. 
And the dire fcene appeared before her view j 
She (purr'd her fteed to obferve the viftims nigh. 
And learn th' unhappy caufe for which they die, 
The yielding crowd gave way: the curious maid 
With ftedfaft eyes the pair in bonds furvey'd* 
One mourn*d aloud, and one in filence flood 5 
The weaker fex the greater firmnefs fhow*d - 
Yet fecm*d Olindo like a man to moan 
Who wept another's fufierings, not his own ; 
While filent fhe, and fix*d on heaven her eyes. 
Already feem*d to claim her kindred fkies. 

Clorinda view'd their flate with tender woe. 
And down her cheeks the tears began to flow: 
Yet mofl fhe griev'd for her who grief difdain*d j 
And filence, more than plaints, her pity gained j 
Then to an aged fire who flood beflde, 
Say, who arc thofe to death devote (fhe cry'd) ^ 
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Declare what brought them to this woful ftate, 331 
Some fccrct crime, or blind decree of fate ? 
Thus ihe : The reverend fire in brief diiplay*d 
Their mournful ftorjr to the lifl-ening maid : 
She heard, (urpris'd fuch matchlefs worth to find. 
And both acquitted in her equal mind. 
Already now refolv*d, by force or prayer. 
To fave from threatened death th' unhappy pair. 
She ran, fhe ftopp*d the flame with eager hafte, 
(Already kindling) and the guards addrefs'd^ 

None in this cruel office dare to move. 
Till to the monarch I my fuit approve : 
My power, believe me, ihall protect your Hay, 
Nor Ihall your fovereign chide your Ihort delay. 

She faid : th' attendants at her word obey'd, 
Mov'd with the prefence of the royal maid: 
^S'hen, turning fwift, fhe met the king, who came 
To welcome to his court the warrior dame. 

» 

To whom (he thus : Behold Clorinda here ! 
Clorinda's name, perchance, has reach*d your ear. 
I come, O monarch ! thus in arms, prepared 
Thy kingdom and our common faith to guard : 
Command me now what tafk I mufl fuftain. 
Nor high attempts I £bar, nor low difdain ; 
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Or let my force in open fidd be fliown ; 355 

Or here detain mc to defend the town. 

To whom the king : What land fo diftant lies 
From where the fun enlightens Afia*s Ikies, 
(O glorious virgm!) but refounds thy name, 
Whofe anions (ill die founding trump of fame i 
Now to my aid diy conquering fword is join'd, 
I give my fears and fcruples to the wind : . 
Nor could I greater hopes of conqueft boaft. 
Though join'd by nupnbers, fuccour'd by a hoft ! 
Methinks I feem to chide the lingering foe. 
And Godfrey, to my wilh, appears too flow. 
Thou aflc*ft what labours I thy arm decree ; 
I deem the grcateft only worthy thee : 
To thee the rule of all our warrior-band 
I here fubmit ; be thine the high command. 

Thus faid the king. The maid, with grateful look# 
Her thanks returned, and thus again (he (poke. 

*Tis fure, O prince! a thing unufual heard. 
Before the (crvice done, to claim reward : 
Yet (by thy goodnefs bold) I make my prayer, 
And beg thy mercy yon condemn'd to fpare 5 
Grant it for all my deeds in future time i 
*Tis hard to fufier for a doubtful crime : 
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But this I wavc^ nor here the reaibns plead 379 

That fpeak them guUcJefs of th' imputed deed 
'Tis faid ibme Chriftian hand the theft has wrought; 
But here I di&r from the public thought : 
The fpell Ifmeno fram'd to aid our caufe 
I deem an outr^on our facred laws : 
Nor fits it idols in our fanes to place. 
Much lefs the idols of this impious race. 
Methinks with joy the hand of Heaven I view. 
To Macon's power the miracle is due ; 
Who thus forbids his hallow'd rites to ftain 
With new religions in his awful fane, 
Ifmeno leave to fpells and magic charms, 
Since thefe to him fupply the place of arms ; 

While warriors^ we^ our foes in battle £ice ; 
Our fwords our arts, in thefe our hopes we place. 

She ccas'd ; and, though the king could fcarcely bend 
His haughty foul, or ears to pity lend. 
He yields his fury to the gentle maid j 
Her reaibns move him, and her words perfuadc. 
Let both have life and freedom (he reply*d) 
To fuch a pleader nothing is deny'd. 
If innocent, by juftice let them live : 
If criminal, I here their crime for^ve. 
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Thus were they freed ; and lo ! what blifsful fate» 
What turns of fortune on Olindo wait ! 404 

His virtuous love at length awakes a flame 
In the fofc bofbm of the generous dame. 
Strait from the pile to Hymen's rites he goes. 
Made, of a wretch condemned, a joyful fpoufe : 
Since death with her he fought, the grateful fair 
Confents with him the ^ft of life to fhare. 
The Pagan monarch, whofe fu^icious mind 
Beheld with fear fuch wondrous virtue join'd, 
Sent both in exile, by fevere command. 
Beyond the limits of Judea's land. 
Then many others (as his fury fway'd) 
Were banifh'd thence, or deep in dungeons laid. 
But the fierce tyrant thofe remov'd alone. 
For ftrength approv'd, and daring (pirits known : 
The tender fex and children he retained. 
With helplefs age, as pledges in his hand. 
Thus, wretched wanderers, (bme were doomed to roam 
From parents, children, wives, and native home : 
Part rove from land to land with doubtful courfe; 
And part againft him turn their vengeful force : 
Thefe to the band of Franks unite their fate. 
And meet their army entering Emmaiis' gate. 
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The town of Emmaiis near to Sion hy, 42J 

Not half the journey of an eafy day. 
The pleafing thought each Chriftian Ibul inipires. 
And adds new ardour to their zealous fires. 
But fmce the fun had pad his middle race. 
The leader there commands the tents to place. 
The hoft were now encamp'd ; the letting fun 



With milder luftre from the ocean ihone ; 
When, drawing near, two mighty chiefs werefcen. 
In garb unknown, and of a foreign mien ; 
Their adls pacific, and their looks proclaim 
That to the Chriftian chief as friends they canie : 
From Egypt's king difpatch'd, their way they bend. 
And menial fervants on their fteps attend. 
Alethes one : his birth obfcure he ow'd 
To the bafe refufe of th' ignoble crowd ; 
Rais'd to the higheft ftate the realm affords. 
By plaufive ipeech, and eloquence of words : 
His fubde genius every tafte could meet; 
In fidion prompt, and fkilful in deceit : 
Mafter of calumny fuch various ways^ 
He moft accuies when he feems to praiie. 

The other chief from fair Circaflia came 
To Egypt's court, Argantes was his name : 
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Exalted midft the princes of the land 451 

And firft in rank of all the martial band : 
Impatient, fiery, and of rage unqucll'd. 
In arms unconquer'd, matchlefs in the field ,• 
Whofe impious foul contempt of Heaven avow'd^ 
His fword his law^ his own right hand his God ! 
Now thefe an audience of the leader fought, 
And now to Godfrey's awful fight were brought. 
There lowly feated, with his peers around. 
In modeft garb the glorious chief they found. 
True valour, unadorn'd, attrads the fight, 
And fhines confpicuous by its native light. 
To him a flight refpeft Argantes paid, 

« 

As one who little place or honours weigh'd. 
But low Alethes bow'd in thought profound. 
And fix*d his humble eyes upon the ground j 
His better hand his penfive bofom prefs'd. 
With all the adoration of the eafl : 
And while attention on his accents hung, 
Thefe words, like honey, melted from his tongue. 

O worthy thou alone ! to whofe command 
Submit the heroes of this glorious band ! 
To thee their laurels and their crowns they owe. 
Thy conduft brings them viftors from the foe : 



r 
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Nor ftops thy fame within Alcidcs' bounds, 475 

To diftant Egypt Godfrey*s name refounds ! 
Fame through our Q)acious reakn thy glory bears. 
And fpeaks thy valour to our liftening ears. 
But on thy deeds our fovereign chiefly dwells, ' 
With pleafure hears them, and with pkafure tells : 
In thee, what others fear or hate, he loves ; 
Thy virtue fires him, and thy valour moves : 
Fun would he join with thee in friendly bands. 
And mutual peace and amity demands. 
Since different faiths their fanftion here deny. 
Let mutual virtue knit the (acred tye. 
But as he hears thy troops their marches bend 
To expel from Sion's walls his ancient fiiend ; 
He now (to avoid thofe evils yet behind) 
By us unfolds the couniels of his mind. 
Then thus he fays : Thy firft defign forbear. 
Content with what thou now haft gain'd in war : 
Nor on Judea's realm thy forces bring. 
Nor vex the lands prote6ted by our king : 
So will he, join'd with thee, thy power enfure, 
And fix thy yet uncertain ftate fecure : 
United both ; their conqueft to regain^ 
The Turks and Perfians fhall attempt in vain. 



1 
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Much haft thou done, O chief! in little fpace, 499 
Which length of ages never can deface. 
What cities won ! what armies overthrown ! 
What dangerous marches^ and what ways unknown ! 
The neighbouring dates with terror own thy fame : 
And diftant regions tremble at thy name« 
Your glory at the height^ with heedful care 
Avoid the chances of a doubtful war : 
Increafe of realm your fijrther toils may crown, 
But conqueft ne*cr can heighten your renown : 
And fliould your arms be now in battle croft. 
Loft is your empire, and your glory loft ! 
Infenfate he who rifks a certain ftate 
For diftant profpeds of uncertain fate : 
Yet our advice perchance will lightly weigh. 
And urge thy purpofe, nor thy march delay; 
While uncontrolled fuccefs thy foul infpires j 
While glows thy bofom with ambition's fires : 
That glorious frailty of the noble mind. 
To conquer nations and fubdue mankind ! 
For this you fly from proffer'd peace a&r, 
With more diftafte than others fhun the war :. 
Thefe motives bid thee ftill the path purfue. 
Which fate has open d largely to thy view ; 
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Nor in the fheath return that dreaded fword^ 533 
(Of every conqueft in the field afiur'd) 
Till in oblivion Macon's laws are laid> 
And Alia, by thy arms, a deiert made ! 
Alluring founds, and grateful to the ear; 
But O what dangers lurk beneath the fhare ! 
Then, if no cloud of paffion dim thy fight, 
And caft a veil before thy reafon's light ; 
Well may*fl: thou fee what little hopes appear, 
From every profped of the lengthened war. 
Refle£b how foon the gifts of fortune turn; 
Thofe who rejoice to-day, to-morrow mourn : 
And he who foars an unexpeded flight. 
Oft falls as fudden from his towering height. 
Say, to thy harm, fhould Egypt take the field 
In arms, in treafure rich, in council Ikill'd ; 
And add to thefe (the war again begun) 
The Turks, the Perfians, and Caflano's fon% 
What forces could'ft thou to their power oppofe ; 
And how efcape from fuch an hoft of foes ? 
Or dofl: thou in the Grecian king confide ; 
By facred union to thy caufe ally'd ? 

c --Cg^^om'j /on.'] The foD of the king of Antioch, 
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To whom is not the Grecian &ith diiplay'd ? 548 
What fnarcs for thcc the guileful race have laid ! 
Will thofe, who once your common march withftood, 
Now rilk for you their lives in fields of blood ? 
But thou perhaps (fecure amidft thy foes) 
Doll in thefe fquadrons all thy hopes repofe ; 
And deem'ft the fcatter^d bands thy force overthrew 
As eafy, when united, to fubduc ; 
Though toilfome marches have your troops annoy'd, 
Your ftrcngth enfctbled, and your men deftroy'd, 
Though unexpefted nations fhould combine. 
And Egypt with the Turks and Perfians join. 
Yet grant that fete fo ftrongly arms thy band, 
, No fword can conquer, and no foe withftand : 
Lo! Famine comes, with all her ghaftly train; 
What further fubterfuge, whlat hopes? remain? 
Then draw the falchion, and the javelin wield; 
Then dream of conqueft in the boafled field: 
Behold th' inhabitants have wafted wide 
The fertile country, and the fields deftroy'dj 
And fafely loJg'd in towers their rrpen'd grain : 
What hopes are left thy numbers to fbfbin ? 
Thy ihips, thou fay'ft,' will due p^ovrfiort fend ; - 
Does then thy fafcty oh the Winds depend ? 
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.Pcrh^ thy fortune can the winds reftrain -, ^ 

Thy voice appeafe the roaring of the n^ain. 
Yet think 1 fhould once our nation rife in fights 
And with the Perfians and the Turks unite^ 
Could we not then oppofe a nunierous fleets 
On equal terms^ thy naval power to meet ? 
If here^ O chief! thou feek'ft to gain renown^ 
A double conqueft muft thy labours crown : 
One lols may fully every former deed; 
One k>is may unexpe&ed dangers breed : 
Before our veflels ihould thy navy fly^ 
Thy forces here, oppreft by famine^ die : 
Or ihould'fl thou lofe the battle here, in vain 
Thy fleet would ride vidorious on the main» 
Then if thy foul rejed the peace we bring. 
And icorn the friendHiip of th* Egyptian king : 
Thb conduft (undisguised the truth I tell) 
Nor fuits thy virtue, nor thy wifdom well. 
But if thy purpofe feem to war inclin*d. 
Heaven change, to gende peace, thy better mitid : 
So Afia may at length from troubles ceale. 
And thou enjoy thy conquered lands in peace. 
And you, ye leaders, who his dangers (hare. 
Fellows in arms, and partners of the war 1 
VOL. I. r . ""i 
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Ah, let not fortune's fmiles your fouls excite^ 593 
To tempt again the doubtful chance of fight ; 
But as the pilots 'fcap*d the treacherous deep^ 
Refls in the welcome port his weary fhip 5 
Now furl your f^ls with pleafure near the fhore, 
And truft the perils of the fea no more- 
Here ceas'd Alethes; and the heroes rouddy 
With looks dtfpleas'd returned a murmuring found : 
With deep difdain the terms propos'd they heard^ 
While difcontent in every face appeared. 
Then thrice the chief his eyes around him threw> 
And cafl on every one his piercing view ; 
Next to AJethes turned his careful look, 
Who waited his reply, and thus he fpoke. 

Ambaflador ! with threats and praifes join'd. 
Full wifely haft thou told thy fbvercign's mind: 
If he efteem us, and our worth approve. 
With grateful pleafure we receive his love. 
But where thy words a threatened fh>rm difclofe 
Of Pagan armies> and confederate foes ; 
To this I fpeak $ to this my anfwer hear ; 
An open purpc^ cIoadi*d in words fihcere. 
Know firft the caufe for which we have fuftainM 
Such various hazards both by fea and land ; 
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By day and liight fuch pious toils have known :— ^17 

To free die paflage to yon hallow'd town ; 

To merit &¥Our from the King of heayen^ 

By freedom to the fufitring Chriftians given. 

Nor Ihall we fear, for fuch a glorious end. 

Our kingdom, lives, and woridly fame to fpend. 

No thirft of richies has our bofoms fir'd ; 

No luft of empire our attempt infpir'd ; 

If any thoughts like theie our fouls infeft, 

Th' Eternal drive fuch poifon from the bresUl ! 

Sdll may his mercy o'er our fteps prefide^ 

His hand defend us, and his wifdom guide! 

His breath infpir'd i his power has brou^t us far 

Through every danger of the various war : 

By this are mountains paft, and rivers croft ; 

« 

This tempers fummer's hcat> and winter's froft : 
This can the rage of furious tempefts bind^ 
And loofen or reftrain th' obedient wind : 
Hence lofty walls are burnt and tumbled down ; 
Hence martial bands are (lain and overthrown : 
Hence fprings the hope and confidence we boaft ; 
Not from the forces of a mortal hoft : 
Not from our veiTels ; nor fixmi Grecian lands 
With nutnba? fwarming ; Aor the Gallic bands. 

F 2 



68 JERUSALEM book if. 

And if we ftill ch' Almighty's care partake^ 64 1 

Let nations, at their wtlK our caufe forfake ! 
Who knows the fuccour of his powerful hands. 
No other aid, in time of need j demands. 
But fliould he, for our fins, his help withdraw, 
(As who can fathom Heaven's eternal law!) 
Lives there a man who would not find his tomb. 
Where haUow'd earth did once his God inhume ? 
So Ihall we die, nor envy thofc who live j 
Nor unrevcng'd (hall we our death receive ; 
Nor Afia (hall rejoice to view our ilate ; 
Nor we fubmit with forrow to our fate. 
Yet think not that our wayward minds prefer 
To gentle peace, the horrid fcenes of war ; 
Nor think we ill your monarch's love return s 
Or with contempt his friendly union fcom. 
But wherefore do his cares on Sion bend ? 
And wherefore thus another's realms defend ? 
.Then let him not require our arms to ceafe \ 
So may he rule his native lands in peace ! 

Thus anfwer*d Godfrey; and with fiiry fwelPd 
The fierce Argantes, nor his wrath repell'd : 
The boiling paffion from his bofom broke ; 
Before thfc chief he flood, and thus he ipoke : ' 
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Let hmu who will not pro6R!r*d peace receive, 665 
Be fated with the plagues that war can give i 
And well thy hatred of the peace is known. 
If now thy foul rejeft our friendlhip Ihown. 

This fwly his mande in his hand he took ^y 
And (biding round before th' aflembly (hook, 
Then thus again with threatening accent Ipoke 2 

O thou ! who every peril would*ft defpife, 
Lo ! peace or war within this mande lies ! 
See here th' de^on offered to thy voice i 
No more delay — but now declare thy choice; 

His fpcech and haughty mien each leader fir'd^ 
And with a noble rage their fouls infpir'd : 
War I war! aloud with general voice they cry'd; 
Nor waited till their god-like chief reply 'd. 
At this the Pagan (hook his veft in air*- 
Then take de(iance, death, and mortal war ! 
So fierce he fp6ke, he feem'd to burft the gates 
Of Janus' temple, and difdofe the (ates ; 

* TUsfaiJf his month m his hand he /ooJl,— ] Thas Livy relates 
of the RomaD ambai&dor before the Carthaginian fenate. '' Tum 
Romaous, fioa ex toga fade 5 his, ioquit, vobis helium et 
paoem portamus, utrum placet, fumite. Sub banc vocem baud 
miDUS ferociter da ret Qtrum vellet fie clamatum eft. Et cum is, 
fino itenun efTafo, bellam diiiffet^ aocipere fe omnes refpon- 
derunfj &€.** Lib. xii. 
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While from his iHande, which afide he threw^ 684 
Infenfatc rage and horrid difcord flew : 
Alcfto's torch fupply'dhcr hellifh flame. 
And from his eyes the flafhing (parkles came. 
So look'd the chief of old % whofe impious pride, 
With mortal works, the King of heaven defy*d ; 
Sc^ftood, when Babel rear'd her front on high. 
To threat^ battle 'gainft the ftarry iky. 

Then Godfrey«-^To thy king the tidings bear i 
And tell him we accept the threatened war 3 
Go, bid him haftea here to prove our might, 
Or on the bank of Nile expe& the fight 

This faid ; the leader honoured either gueft. 
And 4ue refped, by different gifts, exprefs'd. 
Alethes firft he gave a helm of price *, 
A prize among the Ipoils of conquer'd Nice, 
A coftly fword Argantes next obtained. 
Well wrought and fafhion'd by the workman's hand : 
Matchleis the work, and glorious to behold, 

The hilt with jewels blaz'd, and flam'd with gold. 
With joy the Pagan chief the gift furvey'd, 
Admir'd the rich defign and tempered blade : 

« So looked the Mrfrfoldi^l Nimrod^ who built the tower of 
Babel. 
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Xlien thus to God^ : Wh(f r> wc meet in field, fco 
Behold how weU QUf h4nd& thy prefent wield ! 

Now, parting from tht camp, th^ km they took. 
And thus A^gWtes tp Alethes fpoke. 

Lpl to Jemiakm my courfe I take; 
To Egypt ^Mxa thy purposed journey oiake : 
Thou with the early rays of morning light ; 
But I impati^t with tiie fiiendiy nig^t 
Well may th' Egyptian court my prefence fparc : 
Suffice that thou die Chriftttn's anfwer bear 1 
Be mine to raing^ in tiie lor'd akrms 
Of noble conflift» and the ibund of arms. 

Thus he, ambaflador of peace who came. 
Departs a foe in action and in name : 
Nor heeds the warrior ', in his haughty mind. 
The ancient laws of nations and mankind : 
Nor for Alethes' anfwer deign'd to ftay. 
But through iurrounding (hades purfu'd his way. 
And fought the town, impatient of delay. 

Now had the night her drowfy pinions fpread ! 
The winds were huDi'd 5 -the weary waves were dead! 

^ Nor heeds the warrior^ — "] By the law of uationSf no perfoo, 
exercifing the office of meflenger or amtMUTador, ihould take an 
adiye or hoMle part; till his office is completely expired. 



72 



JERUSALEM, &c. book ti« 



The fifh repos*d in feas and cryftal floods ; 
The beafts redr'd in covert of the woods ; 
The painted birds in grateful filence flept ; 
And o'er the world a fweet oblivion crept. 
But not the faithful hofl> with thought opprtfs'dy 

Nor could their leader tafte the gift of reft $ 

» 

Such ardent wifhes in their boibms bum ; 
So eager were they for the day^s return ; 
To lead their forces to the hallow'd town. 
The ibkiier's triumph, and the viAor*s «rown ! 
With longing eyes they wait the morning light, 
To chace with early beams the dufk of nig^t 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The CbrifHan anny amTcs before J«niraleiD. The alann i> 
given to Ibe Saracens, wbo prepare for the reception of the 
cnemjr. Clorinda makes the firA tally; She encountcrg and 
kills Gardo j flie meeU and engages with Tancrcd ; a fhort in- 
tervt^wcafpataweept^qnif. Ifi th« i«eAi lioif, A^^tea, 
falling on the t^hrillians wit£ a great flaughter, the aftion^- 
comes more general. Erminia, from the waits, Ihows and 
defcribes to the king the ferera] commanders of the Chrifiiao 
army. Rinaldo and Tancred (ler^rip prcat a^ons. Dudon, 
having fignalized bimfelf, is kDte'd by Argantes. The Pagaoi, 
being dofely preHed, are at laft compelled to retreat to the 
dty, Godfrey caufei Dudon to be interred with funeral ho- 
noora; and fends hit workmen to felt timber for making en- 
gines to carry on the fiege. 
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Now from the golden eaft the Zephyrs borne, 

Proclaimed with balmy gales th' approach of morn ; 

And fair Aurora deck'd her radiant head 

With rofes cropt in Eden's flowery bed ; 

When from the founding camp was heard a&r 

The noife of troops preparing for the war : 

To this fucceed the trumpet's loud alarms. 

And rouze, with fhriller notes, the hoft to arms. 

The fage commander o'er their zeal prefides. 

And with a gentle rein their ardour guides^ 

Yet eafier feem'd it> near Charybdis' caves^ 

To ftay the current of the boiling waves i 

Or ftop the north, that (hakes the mountain's brow. 

And whelms the Tefleis in the feas below. 
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He rules their order, marfluda cver74)afxl : 13 

Rapid they move> but rapid with command 

With holy zeal their fweUing hearts abound ; 

And their wing*d footfteps fcarcely print the ground 

When now the fun afcends th* ethereal way. 

And ftrikes the dufty field with waraier ray; 

Behold Jerufalem * in profped lies ! 

Behold Jerufidem ialutes their eyes ! 

At once a thou&nd tongues repeat the name. 

And hail Jerufalen;! with loud acclaim. 

To failors thus, who, wandering o'er the main. 
Have long explored fome diftant coaft in vain. 
In feas unknown and foreign regions loft. 
By ftormy winds and f^thlels billows toft. 
If chance at length th' ezpeded land appear. 
With joyful fhouts they hail it from afar ; 
They point, with rapture, to the wifli'd-for (hore. 
And dream of former toils and fears np more. 

At firft, tranfported with thp pleafuig fight. 
Each Chriftian bofom glow*d with full delight i 

■ BehoU Jerufalem^^ The emphatical repetition of the name 
Jernfiilemy is adopted from VTrgi), and has a fine effed in this 
book, which opens with wonderful folemnlty. 

Italiami Italiam primus Condamat Acliaics ! ^n, IIL 
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But deep conmtion loon their J07 fupprefi'd> 35 
And holy forrow faddcn'd every breaft : 
Scarce dare dieir eyes the city walls furvey^ 
WherCj clothM in flelhf their dear Redeemer ky: 
Wbofe facred earth did once their Lord endofe^ 
And where triumphant from the grave he role ! 
Each fiiultering tongue imperfed ipeech fupplies ; 
Each labouring bofom heaves with frequent fighs ; 
At once their mingled joys and griefs appear^ 
And undiftif^iih'd murmurs fill the air. 
So when the grove the fanning wind receives^ 
A whifpering noife is heard among the leaves : 
So^ near the cra^y rocks or winding fhorc. 
In hollow founds the broken billows roar. 
Each took th* example as their chieftains led. 
With naked feet^ the haUow*d foil they tread : 
Each throws his martial ornaments afide^ 
The crefted helmets^ with their plumy pride : 
To humble thoughts their lofty hearts they bend» 
And down their cheeks the pious tears defcend : 
Yet each, as if his breaft no forrow mov*d> 
In words like thefe his tardy grief reprov'd. 

^ WitA naked fiti — '\ This drcumfiance » recorded in the 
hiftpiy of the cra&ders. 
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Herej where thy wounds, O Lord! diftiil'd a flood, 
An4 dy'd the hallow'd foil with ftrcambg blood, 58 
Shall not thefe eyes their grateful tribute (hower^ 
In fad memorial of that awful hour i 
Ah I wherefore frozen thus my heart appeal^. 
Nor tneicB in fountains of perpetual tears ! 
Why does my hardened heart this temper keep ? 
Now mourn thy fins, thy Saviour's fufferings weep ! 

Meantime the watch that in the city ftood^ 
And from a lofty tower the country view'd. 
Saw midft the fields a rifing dull appear. 
That like a thickening cloud obfcur'd the air ; 
From which, by fits, a flialhing Iplendor came» 
And fudden gleams of momentary flame : 
Refulgent arms and armour next were leen. 
And fleeds diftitiguifli'd, and embattled men : 
Then thus aloud — ^What mift obfcures the day ! 
What fplendors in yon dully whirlwihd play ! 
Rile, rife, ye cidzens I your gates defend : 
Halle, fnatch your weapons, and the walls afcend 1 
Behold the foe at hand !— -he faid^ and ceas'd : 
The Pagans heardj and fnatch'd their arms in hafte. 
The helplefs children, and the female train. 
With feeble age that could not arms fuftain. 
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Pale and affrighted to the mofques repair, 61 

And humbly foppllcate the powers with prayer. 
But thofe of limSs robuft, and firm of foul, 
Already arm'd, impatient of control^ 
Part line the gates, and part afc^nd the Wall : ' 

The king with care provider, and orders all : 
From place to place he marfhall'd every crew. 
Then to the fummit of a tower withdrew. 
For hence in pfofpeft lay the M>jc€kABhdi, 
For h^nce he could with eafe dirdft the bahds. 
And there Erminia by his fide he plac'd. 
The fair Erminia, who his palace grac'd^ 
Since Antioch fell before the Chriftian hoft. 
And her dear fire the haplefi virgin loft. 

- Now had Clorinda with impatient fpetd^ 
To attack the Franks, a chofen iquadron led : 
But, in a diflTerent part, Circaflia's knight ^ 
Stood at a (ecret gate prepared for fight 
The generous maki with looks intrepid fir*d 
Her brave companbns, and with words inlpir'd^ 
'Tis ours to found die ^orious work^ (foe cries) 
The hope of Afia in our courage lies! 
While thus Ihe Ipeaks, Ihe fees a Chriffian band 
With mra! ipotls advancing o*er die laodi 

* Aaa^mf. 
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Who fcnty as wont^ to forage round the plain, 105 
Now feek with flocks and herds the camp again. 
Sudden on thefe (he tum'd ; their chief beheld 
Her threatening force, and met her in the field : 
Gardo his name, a man approved in fight. 
But weak his ftrength to oppofe Clorinda*s might. 
Slain in the dreadful (hock, on earth he lies. 
Overthrown before the Franks* and Syrians* eyes. 
Loud, at the fight, exclaim the Pagan train. 
And hail this omen, but their hopes were vain ! 
Fierce on the reft the warlike virgin flew. 
And pierc*d their batde, and their ranks overthrew ; 
And, where her flaughtering fword a pafllage hew'd. 
Her following troops the glorious path purfu'd. 
Soon from the (pollers* hands their fpoil they take : 
The Franks, by flow degrees, the field forfake ; 
At length the fummit of a hill they gain. 
And, aided by the height, the foes fuftain. 

Now, like a whirlwind rufhing from the (kies. 
Or fwift as lightning through the ether files, 
Ac Godfrey's fignal, noble Tancred near 
His fquadron moves, and (hakes his beamy (pear. 
So firm his hands the ponderous javelin wield, 

« 

So fierce the youthful warrior fcours the field ; 
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The kingj who view'd hiiti from his toweiy height^ 129 
Eftcem'd him furc fomc chief renown'd in fight : 
Then to the maid befide him thus he fpoke^ 
(Whofe gende foul with foft emotions (hook) 
Thou canft, by ufe, each Chriftian's name reveal ^ 
Though here dilguis'd, and cas*d in fhining fteel : 
Say, who is he, fo fierce in combat feen. 
Of daundels fembiance, and ereAed mien ? 
At diis the virgin heav'd a tender i]gh» 
The filent drops (bood trembling in her eye : 
But, all fhe could, the fair her tears fupprefs'd. 
And ftopp'd the murmurs of her troubled bread: 
Tet on her cheeks the trickling dews appeared. 
And from her lips a broken figh was heard. 
Then artful to the king (he thus reply'd : 
(And (fax>ve with angry words her thoughts to hide) 
Ah me ! I know him fure, have caufe too well» 
Among a thoufand, that dire chief to tell : 
Oft have I feen him ftrow the purple plain. 
And glut his fury with my people (lain ! 

' Thou eanfty by ufe, each Chrtftians name reveal^ The follow* 
ing pailages, where Enninia defcribes the leaders of the ChriftiaQ 
armjy areclofelj copied fiom Homer» where Helen, in Kike man- 
ner, (hews the Grecian commanders to Priam from the walls of 
Troy. Iliad, iii. 
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iUas ! how fure his blows ! the wounds they giv^e, i^^^ 
Nor herbs can heal, nor magic arts relieve : 
Tancrcd his name — 6 ! grant fomc happier hour 
May yield him^ living, priibner to my jiower I 
So might my foul fome fecret comfort find^ 
And fweet revenge appeslfe my Ttdkfk mind ! 

She faid^ and ceas'd ; the king th^ dainfel heard. 
But to a different fenfe hfcr fpcech r^ferr'd ; 
While, mingled with thefe artfol words (he Qxike, 
A figh Ipontaneous frotn her bofom broke. 

Meanwhile, her lance in reft, the warrior-dame 
With eager hafte to encounter Tancred came. 
Their vizors ftruck, the fpears in ihiveh fie# ; 
The virgin's face was left expos'd to view ; 
The thongs that held her helmet burft in twain ; 
Huri'd from her head, it bounded on the plain : 
Looie in the wind her golden tre&s flowM^ 
And now a maid confefs'd to all fhe ftood ; 
Keen flafh her eyes, her look with fury glows ; 
Yet even in rage, each feature lovely flioWs : 
What charms muft then her winning fmiles difclofe ? 
What thoughts, O Tancred ! have thy boTom mov*d ^ 
Doft thou not fee and know that face belov'd ? 
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%m\ there the hcc tha£ caus'd thy amorom pains ; 
A(k thy fond heart j for there her form remains : 173 
Behold the features of the lovely dame> 
Who for refrelhment to the fountain came \ 
The knight^ who mark'd not firft her creft an4 
(hiekl» 
Aftoniih'd now her weli-known face beheld* 
She^ o'er her head difarm'd, the buckler threw^ 
And on her fenfelels foe with fury flew : 
The foe retir'd ; on other parts he turn*d 
His veng^l iteel : yet Hill her anger burn'd^ 
And with a thre^ening voice alopd ihe cry'd ; 
And with a two*fold death ^ the chief defy'd. 
Th' enamour'd warrior nfe'er returns a blow,. 
Nor heeds the weapon of his lovely foe ; 
But views> with eager gaze, her charming eyeS| 
JProm which the (haft of Ipve unerring flies : 
Then to himfdf — In vain the flroke defcendsi 
In vain her angry fword the wound intends ; 

* Who fir reprtflimnni to thefomttain came.'] See Book i. Ter.952, 
where the firft account is given of Tancred*ft love to Clormda» 
and the adventure here referred to. 

' And With a ttvofiU death^ Con doppia morte — ^The Italian 
oooinientator explains this to mean, a natural death, and the 
death of loTe, ta^ atmrofa altra co&poaa&s. 
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While from her &ce unarm'd fhe fends the dart, 190. 
That rives, with furer aim, my bleeding heart! 

At length refolv'd, though hopelefs of relief. 
No more in lilencc to fupprefs his grief j 
And that the dame might know her rage purfu'd 
A liippliant captive by her charms fubdu'd ; 
O thou! (he cry'd) whofe hoftile fury glows 
On me alone amid this hoft of foes. 
Together let us from the field remove. 
And, hand to hand, our mutual valour prove. 

The maid his challenge heard, and, void of fear, 
With head unarm'd nifli'd furious to the war : 
Her trembling lover's fteps in hafte purfu'd. 
And, now, prepar'd, in aft of combat ftood. 
Already aim'd a ftroke ; when loud he cry'd : 
Kirft make conditions ere the firife be try'd. 

Awhile her lifted arm the virgin ftay'd. 
And thus the youth, by love emboldcn'd, faid. 

Ah! fince on terms of peace thou wilt not join. 
Transfix this heart, this heart no longer mine : 
For thee with pleafure I refign my breath ; 
Receive my life, and triumph in my death. 
See, unrefifling in thy fight I {tand ; 
Then iky what caufe withholds thy lingering hand ? 
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Or fliall I from my brcaft the corflet tear, 2U 

And to the ftroke my naked bofom bare ? 

Thus wretched Tancred (poke, and more had faid 
To unfold his forrows to the wondering maid ; 
But ilidden now his troops appeared at hand. 
Who clofely prefs'd the Pagan's yielding band : 
Or fear or art impelled the Syrian race ; 
One feem'd to fly, while t' other held the chace. 
When lo ! a foldier, who his foes purfu'd. 
And, part expos'd, the fair Clorinda .viewed, 
Aim'd, as he pafs'd behind the unwary maid, 
A fudden ftroke at her defencelefs head, 
Tancred, who lees, exclaims with eager cries. 
And with his fword to meet the weapon flies. 
Yet not in vain was urg'd the hoftile fteel. 
On her fair neck % beneath her head, it fell : 
Slight was the wound ; the crimlbn drops appear. 
And tinge rfie ring,lets of her golden hair. 
So ihines the gold, which flcilful artifts frame. 
And, mix*d with rubies, darts a ruddy flame. 

t On her fair neck, — "] This circamftance of CloriDcla bciog 
wonoded, is very iimilar to the pailage in Boyardo^ adopted by 
ArioflOy where Bradatnant is in like manner wounded in the 
head by a Pagan^ while ihe is parleying with Rogero. 
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Fir'd at the deed, the prince in anger bum'd> 334 

And^ with his faldhion, on the ofiender turned. 

This flies, and that purfues with vengeful mind. 

Swift as an arrow on the wings of wind ! 

The mufing virgin viewed their courfe frcfm far, 

Therfjoin*d her flying partners of the war. 

By turns flie flies i by turns flie makes a ftand s 

And -boldly oft attacks theChriftian band. 

So fares a bull, with mighty ftrength indu'd, 

In fome wide field by troops of dogs purfu'd; 

Oft as he fliows his horns, the fearfiil train 

Stop fliort, but follow when he flies again- 

And flill Clorinda, as Ihe fled the field. 

Her head defended with her lifted fliield. 

Now theft the batdefly, and thofe purfue. 

Till nestr the lofty ^alls appear in view ; 

When, with a dreadful Ihout that fills the air. 

The Pagans, turning fwift, renew the war ; 

Around the plain in circuit wide they bend. 

And flink theChriftians, and their rear oflfend. 

Then bold Argantes, from the city's height. 

Pours, with his fquadron, on the front of fight. 

Impatient of delay, before his crew. 

With fiir jous hafte^ the fierce Circaffian flew. 
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Tbc firft he m^t his thuoderiog j^ivelin found, %5$ 

And hode Mid hozieraan itumbled to die growd : 

And ere die trufly fpear in fCUyers brokej 

What numbers more an equal fate partQpkJ 

Uis falchion Jiext ihe drewj and eyery b^w> 

Or flays, or woiyids, or overturns the foe. 

Clorinda IktW, and kindkd at the view. 

And old ArdeJius, fierce in /battle^ jQew : 

Robuft ip age! two fons their father gua^s 

But nought can now the deadly weapon wvd* 

Alcander, ekieft born, lier fury found. 

His fire ddemng with a ghaftly wound ; 

And Poliphemes, next his place io fight. 

Scarce iav'd his life from brave Clorinda's might. 

But Tancsed, wearied with the fruitlefs chace 
Of him whoie 'Courfer fled with fwifter pace. 
Now turn'd his.eyes, and iaw his troops from .far 
£ngag*d too boldly in unequal war : 
He view'd them by furroundjng Pagans prefsfd. 
And ipurr'<14iis courfer to their aid in hafle. 
Nor he alone, but to their refcue came 
Tbobaad, 'the-firft in dangers^ in. feme; 
The .band by JDjudon led, the heroes' boafl:. 
The ftrength and bulviaikiof tbe;Chriftian haft. 
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Rinaldo, bravcft of the brave confe(s*d, ^82 

Like flaihing lightning fhone before the reft! 
Erminia foon the gallant prince beheld, 
Known by the eagle*" in an azure field. 
Then to the king, who thither turn'd his eyes : 
Behold a chief, unmatched in arms! ((he cries) 
No fword like his in yonder camp is fccn. 
Yet fcarce appears the down to fhade his chin. 
Six champions more, his equals in the field. 
Had made already conquered Syria yield : 
The furtheft regions had confefs'd their fway. 
The diftant realms beneath the rifing day ! 
And even the Nile, perhaps, his head unknown 
Had vamly then conccal'd, the yoke to fhun. 
Such is the youth ! his name Rinaldo call— 
Whofe hand with terror Ihakes the threatened wall ! 
Now turn your eyes, and yonder chief behold, 
ArrayM in verdant arms and (hining gold : 
Dudon his name, (the gallant band he leads. 
Adventurers call'd, and firft in martial deeds) 



> Known hy the eagk^'] The white eagle io the azure ihidd 
was the enfign of the houfe of Efl^ : much is faid of this device 
by Ariofto, who gives it to Mandricardo and Rogero, and feigoa 
it to have been borne by Heaor of Troy. 
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Of noble lineage, with experience crown'd, 3M 

In age liiperiorj as in worth renown'd . 

See where yon leader clad in fable Hands, 

(Whofe brother holds the rule of Norway's lands) 

Gernando fierce^ of no unwarlike name, 

But with his pride he fuUies all his fitme. 

The friendly couple, who, in vefture white. 

So clofe together Ihare the taik of flght. 

Are Edward and Gildippe, (blameleis pair!) 

In love unequall'd, and renowned in war! 

While thus Ihe ipoke ; Upon the plain below 
They law more deep die dreadful carnage grow : ^ 
There Tancred and Rinaldo's furious hands 
Pierced the diick ranks, and broke the oppofing bands. 
Next, with his fquadron, Dudon nifh'd along. 
And pourM impetuous on the hoftile throng. 
Even fierce Argantes, tumbled to the ground 
By brave Rinaldo, fcarce his fafety found : 
Nor had the haughty chief efcap'd fo well. 
But, lo ! Rinaldo*s horfe that inftant fell. 
And chancing on his mailer's foot to light, 
Detain*d awhile the champion from the fight. 
The routed Pagans, now opprels'd with dread^ 
Forfook their ranks, and to the city fle4 
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Unnumbered quiyen Ihafb for bows fupplj; 374 
And clouds of arrows from the ramparts fly ! 
Awhile they force th' advancing Franks to ftand. 
Till in the gates retreat the Pagan band j 
When lo 1 Rinaldo came, (who now had freed 
His foot encumbered by his fellen Heed) 
Eager he rufh'd, oh proud Argantes* head 
To take revenge for haplefs Dudon dead : 
Through all the ranks, infpiring rage, he flies r 
Why fl:and we lingering here ? (die warrior cries) 
Lofl: is diat chief who rul'd our band of late. 
Why hafl:e we not to avenge the leader*s fate ? 
When fuch a caufe our vengeful force demands. 
Shall thefeweak ramparts fl:op our conquering hands? 
Did walls, of triple fteel the town enclofe. 
Or adamantine bulwarks guard the foes. 
Yet vainly there (hould hope to lurk fecure 
The fierce Argantes from your wrathful power— 
Hafte ! let us ftorm the gates-— He faid, and flew 
With foremoft fpced before the warring crew : 
Daundefs he goes, nor felling (tones he fears. 
Nor ftorms of arrows, hifllng round his ears : 
So fierce he nods his creft, fo towers on high. 
Such lightning flaflies from his angry eye i 
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The Pagans oo the waDs, with doubts opprefs'd, 39s 
Feel fudden tenors rife in every breaft. 

While thus Rinaldo to the battle moves. 
And thefe encourages^ and thofe reproves ; 
Behold, difpatdi'd by Godfrey's high commands. 
The good Sigero ftoppM the advancing bands : 
He, in the leader's name, repreis*d their heat, 
And bade the Chriftians from the field retreat 
Return, ye warriors! (thus aloud he cry'd) 
Till fitter lealbn lay your arms afide : 
This Godfrey wiUs, and be his will obeyed.— > 
He faid : Rinaldo then his ardour ftay'd. 
And ftem obedience to the fummons paid. 
He tum'd ; but his difdainful looks reveal'd 
The fury in his breaft but ill concealed. 

Now fi-om the waUs the unwilling fquadrons go, 
Redring, unmolefted by the foe ; 
Yet leave not Dudon's corfe, in batde flain^ 
DeprivM of rites, n^lefbed on the plain : 
< Supported in their arms, with pious care^ 
Hb faithful friends their honoured burthen bear. 
Meantime^ aloft their leader Godfrey ftood^ 
And from a rifing ground the city viewed. 
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Oa tvt» niirqad hflla ^ die citf ftmda^ 4&1 

A vale between divides the higher lamk. 
Three fide^ without icnperviou» to eke foes. 9 
The northcni ftde an eafy paffiige flioiis» 
With finooth afoenti but well diejr gusd dbe pate 
Withlolcywa^ and kbour^d worice of art» 
The citf lakes and liring il|tfingi containsy 
And ciftems (x> receive the falling rains i 
But bare of herbage is the country tQvnd ; 
Nor Iprings nor ftreams refrdh the banen ground. 
No tender flower cxaks its cheerful head: 
No ftatdy trees at noon their fltelter fpiead ; 
Save where two leagues rembte a wood appears^ 
£mbrown*d with noxious fliade, die growth of yearsr 

Where morning giUs the csty*8 caABm fidr» 
The facfcd Joid w poms its gende dde. 
Extended lie^ againft the fetting ds^. 
The fandy borders of the midland lea : 
Samaria to the nordi, and Bethel*^ wood> 
Where to the golden calf the altar ftood : 

i On two ttneijual hllh*^ Ariofto, in like manDer^ particular^ 
defcribcB the ikeation of tbe ^7 of Vwm, belbre the attack 
made by the Pagan annja 

Oblando FuRioso, Book xir. ver. 772.. 
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Aad on tke nunj &nj&y the hallowed arth 441 

Of Bethl'cnv where the Lord received his birth. 

While Godfrey thus» aboTC the fubjeft fitld^ 
The lofty walls and Sioo's ftrength bcfaeld; 
And pondered where to encamp hismartial powers. 
And where he beft mig^ ftonn the hoftile tow'rs i 
Full M die chief Ermtnia caft alook. 
Then Ihow'd him to die king) and thus Ihe ^xxke. 

Theie Godfrey ffauids, in purple vefture feenj 
Of regal prdencey and exalted mien. 
He feems by natuic born to kin^ fway^ 
Vers'd in each ait to make mankind obey: 
Wetl ikilPd alike in every taik of fight; 
In whom the fokber and the chief uniise : 
Nor can the troops of yoixler numerous hoi^ 
A wiicr head or Aeadier coun^ge boaft. 
IjRaymond alone widi him the praife can ihare 
f)f wifdom in the cool debates of war; 
Tancred akHie and great Rinaldo claim 
An equal gloiy in the field of &me. 

All tongues (i^y*d the king) his worth report ; 
I faw and knew him at the Gallic court. 
When Egypt fent me envoy into France : 
Oft in the lifts I &w him wield the laDce» 
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A (tripling then> for fcarce the down began 4^ 

To clothe his cheeks, the promife of a man ! 
Yet did his words and earlf deeds pre&ge^ 
Too furcj alas ! his fame in riper age ! 

Sighing he fpoke, and hung his penfive head. 
Then raised his eyes again^ and thus he faid« 

Say, what is he Who ftands by Godfrey's fide. 
His upper garments with vermilion dy*d ? 
How near his air, his looks how much the fame ; 
Though ihort his ftature, lefs ereft his frame ! 
'Tis Baldwin, brother to the prince (fhe cry*d) 
In feature like, but more by deeds ally*d. 
Now turn thy eyes where, with a itverend mien. 
In aft to council yonder chief is feen : 
Raymond is he, in every conduA fage. 
Mature in wifdom of experienced age : 
None better warlike ftratagems can frame. 
Of all the Gallic or the Latian name. 
Beyond, the Britifh monarch's fon behold. 
The noble William with the cafque of gold. 
Next Guelpho, whom his birth and aftions raife. 
Among the fbremoft names to equal praiie : 
Full well I know the chieC to fight confefs'd. 
By his broad (houlders and his ample cheft. 



pooKHi. PIEiL.IV.EJR.EA 97 

|tut ftil^ apvklft yon numerous troops below* 489 
My eyes explore in vain their deadli^ft foe ; 
BcemQnflj whole fury all my race purfyed^ 
The ftern deftroyer of my royal blood! 

Thus commune they ; while from the hill defcends 
The Cbriftian chief^ and joins his warlike friends. 
The city viewed, he deems the attempt wete vw, 
O'er craggy rocks the fteepy pais to gain. 
Then on the ground^ that roie with fmooth afcent^ 
Againft the northern gate he pitched his tent ; 
And thence proceeding to the corner tower^ 
Encamp'd in length the remnant of his power ; 
But could not half the city's wall enclofe^ 
So wide around the fpacious bulwarks role. 

But Godfrey well fecures each feveral way 
That might affiftance to the town convey; 
To feize on every pafs hb care he bends. 
And round with trenches deep the camp defends. 

Thefe works perform'd, his fteps the hero turn'd. 
Where lay the breathlefs corfe of Dudon mourn'd : 
Arriv'd, the lifclefs leader prone he found. 
With many weeping friends encompafs'd round. 
High on a (lately bier the dead was plac'd, 
With funeral pomp and friendly honours grac'd, 
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When Godfrey entcr'd \ foon the mournful crowd 
Indulged dieir fecret woes> and wept aloud; 514 

While, with a face conipos*d^ the pious chief 
Beheld in filence, and fupprefs*d his grief; 
Till, having vicw*d awhile the warrior dead. 
With thoughtful looks intent, at length he faid. 
New plaints nor forrow,to thy death we owe. 
Though call'd fo fudden from our world below : 
In Heaven thou liv'ft again ; thy mortal name 
Has left behind thee glorious tracks of fame. 
Well haft thou kept on earth the Chriftian laws ; 
Well haft thou died a warrior in their caufe ! 
Now, happy {hade ! enjoy thy Maker's fight, 
Unfading laurels now thy toils requite I 
Hail and be blefs'd ! we mourn not here thy fate. 
But weep the chance of our defcrted ftate. 
With thee, fo bravely parting from our hoft, 
How ftrong a finew of the camp is loft! 



^ When Godfrey enter d^ — "] The following paffage is taken 
from Virgirs account of the behaviour of ^neas at the death of 
Pallas, ^n. xi. and from Ariodo's funeral of Brandimart^ 
Book xliii. where Orlando is introduced making a noble and 
pathetic oration over his deceafed friend. 
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But tho* the fate, which fnatch'd thee from our eyes, 
Thy earthly fuccour to our caufe denies -, 532 

Thy foul can yet celeftial aids obtain^ 
Ele£fced one of Heaven's immortal train. 
Oft have we feen thee in th' embatded field, 
A mortal then, thy mortal weapons wield $ 
So hope we flill to fee thee wield in fight 
The &tal arms of Heaven's refiftlefs might. 
O ! hear our prayers ; our pious vows receive ; 
With pity all our earthly toils relieve : 
Procure us conqueft, and our hoft fhatl pay 
Their thanks to thee on that triumphant day. 

Thus fpoke the chiefs and now the fable night 
Had baniih*d every beam of cheerful light j 
And, with oblivion fweet of irkfome cares. 
Imposed a truce on mortal plaints and tears. 

But fleeplefs Godfrey lay, who faw 'twere vain 
To attempt, without machines, the walls to gain : 
What foreft might the ample planks provide, 
And how to frame the piles, his thoughts employed. 

Up with the fun he rofe, and left his bed 
To attend the funeral rites of Dudon dead 
Near to the camp, beneath a hillock, flood 
The flately tomb, compos'd of cypreis-woodi 
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AbdVfti h palm-tfec fprtBA its virdartt fliade: 555 
To this the niaurhirtg troop the eorfe conveyed. 
With thcfc the holy priefts (a revetchd train !) 
A requiem charitied to the warrior flain. 
High on the boughs w*e hung, dilj>hy*d to fight. 
The various arms and ehdghs Won in l^ht ; 
In happier times the trophfes 6f his hands^ 
Gain'd from the fiyrian and the {^erfian bands. 
The mighty trunk his (hinmg cuirafs bore» 
And all thofe arm& which oAce the hero wore. 
Then on tte fcuIpturM tomb thcle words appear: 
«' Here Dvtdm Ifei— the gloridii^ chief revere !" 
S<SM al ty prince tbefe piotis ttes had paid, 
(The laft fad office to the worthy dead) 
He fent his Workmen to the Woods, prep^f-'d. 
And well fuppdrted with a numerous guafd. 
Concealed in loWlJr vales * the foreft ftands, 
A Syriah ftew'd it to the Chrlftian bands. 
To this they march to h^w the timbers down. 
To fhake the ramparts of the hallow'd town. 
To fell the ti-ees each other they provoke ; 
The infulted foreft groans ^t every ftroke. 

1 Conceal d in J<nvly vales — "] This forefl Was fix miles diflant 
from the tiiy, and, agreeable to what (he pdet here fays, tvas 
firft pointed out to them by a Syrian. 
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Cut by the biting fteel^ on earth are laid ^^^ 

The pliant a(h> the beech's ipreading Ihade. 
The iacred palm, the funeral cypreis &11 \ 
The broad*leav*d fycamore, the plantane tall. 
The married elm his nodding head declines. 
Around whofe trunk the vine her tendril twines. 
Some feird the pine ; the oak while others hew*d^ 
Whole leaves a thoufand changing fprings renewed ; 
Whofe ftately bulk a thoufand winters ftood. 
And fcorn*d the winds that rend the lofiy wood. 
Some on the creaking wheels with labour flow*d 
The unftuous fir, and cedar*s fragrant load. 
Scared at the founding axe, and cries of men. 
Birds quit the nefl, and beafts forfake the den 1 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Pluto calls a council of the infernal powers. His fpeech to 
urge them to employ their machinations againft the Chriftians. 
Hidraotes^ king of Damafcus, incited by a demon, fends his 
niece Armida to the Chriflian camp. She is introduced to 
Godfrey; and endeavours^ by a feigned ilory of her misfor- 
tunes^ to raife his companion. Many of the chiefs, touched 
with her pretended forrows, and inflamed with her beauty» 
are very preifing with Godfrey td permit them to engage in 
her caufe. He at length yields to their requeft. Armida, 
during her reiidence in the camp^ captivates, by her arts, almoft 
all the principal commanders* 
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BOOK IV. 



Vv HiLB thefe intent their vaft machines prepare 
To affiiil the city with decifive war ; 
The foe of man, whofe malice ever bums^ 
His livid eyes upon the Chriftians turns : 
He ices what mighty works their care engage^ 
And grinds his teeth, and foams with inward rage; 
And, like a wounded bull with pain opprefi^d. 
Deep groans rebellow from his hideous breaft. 
Then bending every thought new fchcmes to frame;, 
For iwift deftruddoa on their hated namti 
He iummon'd in his court, to deep debate, 
A horrid council of th' infernal ftate : 
Inieniate wretch ! as if th* attenipt wcm light 
To oppoie Jehovah's willj and dare his might : 



' 
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Ah ! txx> forgetful how the vengeful hand 15 

Of Heaven's Eternal hurls the forky brand ! 

The trumpet now^ with hoarfe-refounding breath. 
Convenes the fpirits in the ihades of death : 
The hollow caverns tremble at the found i 
The ^r re-echoes to the noife around ! 
Not louder terrors (hake the diftant pole. 
When through the ikies the rattlmg thunders roll ; 
Not greater tremors heave the labouring earth. 
When vapours, pent within, contend for birth ! 
Th^ Gods of hell the awful fignal heard % 
And, thronging round the lofty gates, appeared 
In various ihapes, tremendous to the view ! 
What terror from their threatening eyes they threw t 



• The Gods of hell ihearwful fignal heard,"] There can be little 
doubt but Milton made nfe of this pafTage in his account of 
the fallen angels, and in particular of the fpeech which 
TafTo here puts into the mouth of Pluto (as he injudiciouflj 
calls him) which is very charaderilUc of hb infernal difpo- 
£tion. The poet has, with fingular judgment, made him ufe 
a phrafe only fuitable to the Supreme Being, *' Let what I 
" will be fatel** But how infinitely fuperior'is our great 
countryman in his firft and fecond books of Paradisb Lost, 
without any mixture of the Italian's puerile and difgufling 
imagery 1 
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Some cloven feet with human faces wear^ 29 

And curling fnakes compofe their dreadful hait; 
And from behind is fcen, in circles caft, 
A ferpent's tail voluminous and vaft ! 
A thoufand Harpies foul and Centaurs here. 
And Gorgons pale^ and Sphinxes dire^ appear; 
Unnumber'd Scyllas barking rend the air ; 
Unnumbered Pythons hifs, and Hydras glare ! 
Chimeras here are found ejefting flame. 
Huge Polypheme, and Geryon's triple frame ; 
And many more of mingled kind were feen. 
All monftrous forms, unknown to mortal men ! 

In order feated now, th' infernal band 
Enclos'd their grifly king on either hand. 
Full in the midft imperial Pluto fate ; 
EBs arm fuftain'd the mafly fceptre's weight. 
Nor rock nor mountain lifts its head fo high ; 
E'en towering Adas, that fupports the iky, 
A hillock, if compared with him, appears, 
When his large front and ample horns he rears ! 
A horrid majefly his looks exprefs'd. 
Which fcatter'd terror, and his pride increased ; 
His fanguine eyes with baleful venom ftare. 
And, like a comet, call a difmal glare ; 



io8 JERUSALEM b.oqk w, 

A length of beard dcicf lading o'er bis bfcnfi; f^ 

In rugged curis conceal^ his hairy chf ft ; 
And, like a whirlpool in the rpMiQg fload. 
Wide gapes his moufh pbfpenp with ^Ipttp} blood 1 
As fmoky fires from burning ^(i>a rifej 
And fteaming fulphur, that infects the (km i 
So from his throat the cloudy iparkles canoe. 
With peftilential bre^h and ruddy Amv : 
Andj while he ipokp, fierce Cerberus forbore 
His triple bark, and Hydn^ ceas'd to roar s 
Cocy tus flayed his coyri^ ; th* abyflc;s (book ; 
When from his lips theie thundering accents broj^e. 

Tartarean powers ! nKv:e worthy of a p}a^ 
Above the fuo^ whence Iprgng y<>ur glorioMs r^pe^ 
Who loft with me, in ooe di^afixous fig^ht. 
Ton blifsful feats, and realms of endie^ light! 
Too well our former injuries a^ known. 
Our bold attempt ajgainft th* AJmijghty's dM-pAP : 
See now he rules at will the cryftal jlpheje. 
And we the name of rebel anjgels bear -, 
And (fad reverfe!) e^jrd from q}o.vdleis days, 
The golden fun above, ^d ftarry r*ys. 
He fhuts us here i^ .di:e|i;7 gU>ocns immiu**d, 
Our purpofe thwarted, 4wd our 6,mc obleur'd ; 
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Afld now elefts {A diought that ftings me more 77 
Than all the pains I e'er 6ndurM before) 
To fill our ftation^ man of abjeA birthj 
A creature falhion'd of the duft of earth ! 
Nor this fuffic'd ; his only Son he gave 
(To opprefs us mok-e) a vi^m to the grave ; 
Who came, and buril th* infernal gates in tv^ain. 
And boldly entered Pluto*s fitted reign ; 
And thence releas'd the fouls^ by lot our due. 
And with his ipoik to heaven vidorious flew : 
Triumphant there, our dire difgrace €0 tell. 
He fpreads the banners wide of conquered heU ! 
But wherefore fliould I thus renew our woe ? 
And who are thofe but m^ft our fufferinf s know i 
Was there a time that e*er our foe we iaw 

m 

The purpofe, which his wrath purfo'd, withdraw i 
Then caft each thoi%ht of former wnongs behind. 
And let the prefent crutrage fill the mind : 
See now whs(t aits he pra&ifes to gain 
The nations round to worthtp in his fane ! 
And (hall we lie neglectful of our name. 
Nor juft revenge our kindling breafts inflame ? 
And tamely »thus behold, in Afia*s lands. 
New vigour added to his fiuthfol bands ? 
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Beneath his yoke (hall Sion*s city bend, loi 

And further ftiU his envied fame extend i 

Shall other tongues be taught to found his praife ? 

For him ihall others tune their grateful lays ? 

Shall other monuments his laws proclaim ? 

New fculptufd brafs and marble bear his name ? 

Our broken idols caft to earth, and fcorn*d ? 

Our altars to his hated worfhip tum*d ? 

To him ihali gifts of myrrh and gold be made i 

To him alone be vows and incenfe paid ? 

Where every temple once ador'd our power. 

Their gates be open to our arts no more? 

Such numerous fouls no longer tribute pay, 

And Pluto here an empty kingdom fway ? 

Ah! no— our former courage ftill we boaft; 

That dauntlefs fpirit which infpir'd our hoft. 

When, girt with flames and fteel, in dire alarms 

We durft oppofc the King of Heaven in arms ! 

'Tis true we loft the day f fo fate ordained) 

But ftill the glory of th' attempt remained : 

To him was given the conqueft of the field ; 

To us, fuperior minds that fcorn'd to yield. — 

But wherefore thus your well-known zeal detain ? 

Go, faithful peers and partners of my reign, 



i 
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My pride and ftrength ! our hated foes opprefs, 125 

And crufti dicir empire ere its power increafe : 

Hafte (ere deftru£tion end Judea's name) 

And quench the fury of this growing flame ; 

Mix in their coxincils, fraud and force employ^ 

With every art induftrious to deftroy : 

Let what I will be fate — ^let fome be flain. 

Some wander exiles from their ibcial train ; 

Some, funk the flaves of love's lafcivious power. 

An amorous eye or dimpled fmile adore. 

Againft its matter turn th* infenfate fteel. 

And teach difcordant legions to rebel. 

Perilh the camp, in final ruin loft^ 

And periih all remembrance of the hoft! 

Scarce had the tyrant ceas'd^ when fudden rofe 
The raging band of God's rebellious foes ; 
And, eager to review the cheerful light. 
They ruih'd impatient from the Ihades of night. 
As founding tempeib with impetuous force 
Burft fix>m their native caves, with furious courfc. 
To blot the luftre of the gladfome day, 
And pour their vengeance on the land and fea : 
So theie from realm to realm their pinions fjpread. 
And o*er the world their baneful venom ihed ^ 
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And all ibcir heflifli arts and frauds applkd^ i4g 

In various fliapcs and forms before untried. 

Say^ Mufe! from whence, and how the fiends began 

To vent their furjr pn the Chriftian traia; 

For well to thee each fecmt work is known. 

Which Fame to us tranitnics but fatndy down. 

O'er wide Damafcus and the neighbouring land> 
A fam*d mtgicianj Hidraotes, retgn'd ; 
Who, from his youths fais early ftudies bent 
To explore the feeds of every dark event: 
But^ fruitleis ftilli not ^1 his arcs declare 
The fecret ifliie €f the dubious war : 
Nor fix*d nor. wandering ftars by a(jae£bs tell. 
Nor truth he fiiods frchti omdes of hell. 
And yet (O knowkd^ of prefbming man. 
Of thought feUacious and of judgment vam () 
He deem'd that Heaven wov^ Airedeflruftioitihower 
To cruih the Chiiftians* ftjil unconquo-'d power ; 
His fancy viewed at kngth dieir army Idfi:, 
And pakns and laurels for th* Egyptian hdft : 
Hence fprung a wtA> his futjeft-bands nught (bare, 
With thcfe, the spoils and glory of the war : 
But, fince the valour of the Franks was known^ 
He feared the conqueft would be dearlj^ woa 
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Now various plans his wily thoughts employ'd 173 

To fow diflenfion^ and their force divide : 

So might his troops, with Egypt*$ numbers join*d^ 

An eader field againft the Chriftians find. 

While thus he thought^ th' apoftate angel came. 

And added fuel to his impious fiame ; 

And fudden with infernal counfels fir'd 

His reftlefs bofom, and his foul infpir'd. 

A damfel for his niece the monarch own'd, 
Whofe matchlefs charms were thro' the Eaft renowned 1 
To her was every art of magic known. 
And all the wiles of womankind her own. 
. To her the king th' important taflc aflfign'd ; 

And thus reveal'd the purpofe of his mind. ^ 

* 

O! thouj my bell belovM! whofe youthful charpis, 
(Sweet fmiles and graces, Love's refifUefs arms!) 
A manly mind and thoughts mature conceal ; 
Whofe arts in magic even my own excel; 
Great fchemes I frame, nor fhall thofe fchemes be vain, 
Affift but thou the labours of my brain. 
Then heed my counfel, in the talk engage. 
And execute the plan of cautious age. 
Go, feek the hoftile camp : and there improve 
Each female artifice that kindles love : 

VOL. I. I 
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With fpeaking forrows bathe thy powerful eyesi \^ 
And mix thy tender plaints with broken fighs : 
For beauty, by misfortune's hand oppreis'd. 
Can falhion to her will the hardeft breaft. 
With bafhful mien relate the plaufive tale i 
With Ihow of truth the fecret falfehood veil. 
Ufe every arc of words and winning fmiles 
To allure the leader Godfrey to thy toils : 
That thus^ a (lave to love and beauty won, 
His foul may loath his enterprize begun. 
But if the Fates this fnare fhall render vain, 
Inflame the boldeft of the warrior train ; 
And lead them diftant from the camp afar, 
Ne*er to return and mingle in the war. 
All ways are juft to guard religion's laws. 
All means are lawful in our country's cauie. 

The great attempt Armida*s bofom warms, 

« 

(Proud of her bloom and more than mortal charms): 
She thence, at evening's clofe, departs alone 
Through folitary paths and ways unknown ; 
And trufts in female vefts, and beauty bright. 
To conquer armies unfubdu'd in fight. 
But various rumours of her flight, difliis'd 
With purposed art, the vulgar-crowd amus'd. 
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Few days were pafl, when near the damfel drew. 
To where the Chriftian tents appear'd in view, 3^2 
Her matchlefs charms the wondering bands furprife, 
Provoke their whifpers, and attract their eyes. 
So mortals, through the midnight fields of air, 
Obierve the blaze of fbme unufual ftar. 
Sudden they throng to view th* approachiog dame^ 
Eager to learn her mcflage and her name. 
Not Argos, Cyprus^ or the Delian coaft 
Could e*er a form or mien fo lovely boaft. 
Now through her fnowy veil, half hid from fight. 
Her golden locks diffufe a doubtful light ; 
And now, unveii'd^ in open view they flowed : 
So Phoebus glimmers through a fleecy cloud. 
So from the cloud again redeems his ray. 
And Iheds frefh glory on the face of day. 
In wavy ringlets falls her beauteous hair. 
That catch new graces from the fpordve air : 
Declined on earthy her modeft look denies 
To fliow the ftarry luftre of her eyes : 
O'er her fair &ce a rofy bloom is Ipread, 
And ftains her ivory ikin with lovely red : 
Soft-breathing fweets her opening lips difclolie ; 
The native odours of the budding rofe I 

I 2 
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Her bofom bare difplays its fnowy charms, 245 

Where Cupid frames and pomts his fiery arms : 
Her fmooth and fwelling breads are part revealM, 
And part beneath her envious veft conceal *d ; 
Her robes oppofc the curious fight in vain, 
No robes oppos'd can amorous thoughts reftrain : 
The gazer, fir'd with charms already fliown. 
Explores the wonders of the charms unknown. 
As through the limpid ftream, or cryftal bright. 
The rays of Phoebus dart their piercing light : 
So through her vefl: can daring fancy glide. 
And view what modefty attempts to hide ; 
Thence paints a thoufand loves and foft defires. 
And adds frefti fiiel to the lover*s fires ! 

Thus pafs'd Armida through th* admiring crowd, 
(With fecret joy her heart exulting glow'd) 
She read their thoughts, and various wiles defign'd. 
And fchemes of future conqueft filled her mind. 
While in fufpenfe her cautious eyes explored 
Some guide to lead her to the Chriftian lord. 
Before her fight the young Euftatius ftands. 
Great Godfi-ey's brother, who the hofl: commands : 
Her beauty's blaze the warrior's bread alarms. 
He days, and, wondering, gazes on her charms : 
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At once the flames of love his foul inijpire ; 2J6g 

As o'er the ftubble runs the blazing fire. 
Then bold through youths by amorous paflion prefsM^ 
He thus, with courtly^ words, the dame addrefs*d. 

Say^ damiel! (if thou bear'fl: a mortal name. 
For fure thou feem'ft not of terreftrial frame ! 
Since Heaven ne'er gave to one of Adam's race 
So large a portion of celeftial grace !} 
What fortune bids thee to our camp repair ^ 
What fortune fends to us a forai fo fair ? 
What art thou ? If of heavenly lineage fay,. 
So let me, proftrate, rightful homage pay. 

Too far thy praife extends, (Ihe made reply) 
My merits ne'er attain'd a flight fb high : 
Thy eyes, O chief! a mortal wretch furvey. 
To pleafure dead, to grief a living prey ! 
Unhappy fete my footfleps hither led^ 
A fugitive forlorn, a wandering maid I 
Godfrey I feek, on him my hopes depend^ 
Qpprefllon's fcourge, and injur'd virtue^s friend ! 
Then, generous as thou feem'fl, indulge my grief^ 
And grant me audience of thy godlike chief. 

Then he : A brother fure may gain his ear,, 
May lead thee to him, and thy fuit prefer ; < 
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Thou haft not chofen ill, O lovely dame ! 293 

Some intereft in (he leader's breaft I ckum : 
Ufe as thou wilt (nor deem in vain my word) 
His powerful fceptfe and his brother's fword. 

He ceas'd^ and brought her where> retired in ftate^ 
Encircled by his chiefs, the Hero fate. 
With awful reverence at his fight fhe bow'd, 
Then feem'd abafh'd with fhamci and filent flood. 
With gentle words the leader ftrovc to cheer 
Her drooping fpirits^ and difpel her fear : 
Till thus fte fram'd her tale with fraudful art^ 
In accents fweet^ that won the yielding heart. 

Unconquer*d prince ! whofe &r-refounding name 
With every virtue fills the mouth of fame ! 
Whom kings themfclves, fubdu'd, with pride obey, 
While vanquifh*d nations glory in thy fway ! 
Known is thy valour, and thy worth approved, V; 
By all eftcem'd, and by thy foes belov'd ! 
Even thofe confide in him they fcar'd before. 
And, when diftrefsM, thy faving hand implore. 
J, who a difierent &ith from thine profefs 1 
A feith obnoxiouS) which thy arms opprcfs ; 
Yet hope^ by thee, t6 afcend my rightful throne^ 
Where once my fires, in regal lufh-e, (hone* 
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If, from their kindred, others aid demand^ 317 

To oppofe the fury of a foreign band ; 

I3 fince my friends no ties of pity feel^ 

Againft my blood invoke the hoftile fteel. 

On thee I call ; in thee my hopes I place : 

'Tis thine alone my abjed ftate to raife. 

No le(s a glory (ball thy labours crown^ 

To exalt the low^ than pull the mighty down : 

An equal praife the name of mercy yields 

With routed fquadrons in triumphant fields. 

Oft haft thou fnatch'd from kings the fovereign power : 

Win now a like renown^ and mine reftore. 

! may thy pitying grace my caufe fuftain. 

Nor let me on thy help rely in vain ! 

Witnefs that Power, to all an equal God ! 

Thy aid was ne*er in jufter caufe beftow'd. 

But hear me firft my hapleis fortune fhow^ 

And fpeak the treachery of a kindred-foe. 

In me the child of Arbilan furvey, 
Who o*er Damafcus once maintam'd the fway : 
He, Iprung of humbler race^ in marriage gain'd 
Fair Chariclea, and the crown obtained : 
But Ihe, who nus*d him to the fovereign ftate^ 
Ere I was born, receiv'd the ftroke of &te. 
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One fatal day my mother fnatch'd from earth; 34] 

The fame, alas! beheld my haplefs birth! 

Five annual funs had fcarce their influence Ihed, 

Since from the world my deareft parent fled, 

When, yielding to the fate of all mankind. 

My fire in Heaven his faithful confort join'd. 

The monarch, to a brother's guardian care, 

Conflgn'd his fceptre and his infant-heir : 

In whom he decm'd he juflly might confide, 

If ever virtue did in man refide. 

The kingdom's rule he Iciz'd, but flill he (how'd 

A zeal for me, and for my country's good ; 

While all his aftions feem'd th' eflTefts to prove 

Of faith untainted and paternal love. 

But thus^ perchance, with fhows of anxious zeal, 

He fought his traiterous purpofe to conceal 2 

Or elfe, fincere, to cffeA his deep defign. 

My hand in marriage with his fon to join. 

I grew in years, and with me grew his fon ; 

In whom no knightly virtues ever fhone : 

Rude was his afpe£b, ruder was his foul. 

Rapacious, proud, impatient of control : 

Such was the man my guardian had decreed 

To fliare my kingdom and my nuptial bed. 
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In vain to win me to his will he tryM ; . 
I heard in filence^ or his fuit deny'd^ 
One day he left me, when his looks confeTs'd 
Some fatal treafon lurking in his breaft ; 
Alas ! methought I then could clearly trace ' 
My future fortune in the tyrant's face : 
From thence what vifions did my foul affright, 
Diftrad my fleep, and Ikim before my fight ! 
O'er all my fpirits hung a mournful gloom, 
A fure prefage of every woe to come ! 
Oft to my view appeared my mother's ghoft^ 
A bloodlefs form, in tears and forrows loft ! 
Ah me! far diftant from her former look! 
Fly, fly, my daughter ! (thus the phantom ipoke) 
For thee the murderous fteel the tyrant bears : 
For thee his rage th' envenom'd bowl prepares ! 
But what avail'd thefe bodings of my mind ? 
Why was I wam'd to fliun tl\e ills defign'd ? 
Could I, an helplefs maid, refblve to roam, 
A willing exile from my native home ? 
A milder choice it leem'd to clofe my fight 
In that dear place where firft I law the light 
Yet deadi I fear'd, and fear'd fix>m death to fly; 
Nor knew on whom for counfd to rely. 



36s 
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To none I durft my fecret thoughts relate, se^ 

But liv*d in dread fuipenfe, uncertain of my fkte! 
Like onej who, every moment, thinks to feel 
On his defencelefs head th* impending fteeL 
But (whether fortune now was kinder grown> 
Or Heaven referv'd me yet for woes unknown) 
A ^thfbl courtier, who, with anxious cares, 
Had bred my father from his infant years, 
Touch'd with compaffion for my death decreed, 
Reveal'd the tyrant's meditated deed ; 
And own*d htmfelf th* elefted minifter 
That day the poifon to my hand to bear. 
He bade me fly, if ftiH I wi(h*d to live. 
And prx)flrcr'd every aid his power could give : 
With foothing words againft my fears he wrought ; 
And foon confirmed my undetermined thought : 
With him I then refolv*d, at parting light,, 
To fly, and truD: my fafety to my flight 

'Twas now the hour that.filence rei^^d around» 
And welcome daritnefs brooded on the ground i 
When, unperceiv'd, I pais'd the palace-gate ; 
(Two £uthfol maids companions of my fate) 
Yet, with a tearflil eye, and heavy mind» 
I left my dear paitmal feat behind i . 
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While^ as my tardy feet their courfe puifu'd, 413 
With lon^ng looks^ my lov'd, loft homie I view'd. 
So feems a Ihip by fudden tempefts toft. 
And torn, unwilling, from its friendly coaft« 
All night, and all th' enfuing day, we pafs'd 
Through pathlefs deferts, and a dreary wafte : 
Till, feated on the borders of the land, 
A caftle's fafe retreat at length we gained. 
Here dwelt Arontes, who, with pious truth, 
Preferv'd my life, the guardian of my youth. 
But when the traitor faw his treafon vain. 
And found me thus efcap*d his deathful train. 
He, with inveterate rage and fraudful mind. 
Accused us of a crime himfelf defign*d. 
My bribes (he faid) had falfe Arontes wrought 
To mingle deadly poifon in his draught ; 
That, when he could no more my will reftrain. 
To loofe defires my foul might give the rein. 
Ah! firft let lightning on my head defcend. 
Ere, facred virtue ! I thy laws offend ! 
With grief the tyrant on my throne I view'd. 
And faw him thirfting ftill to flied my blood ; 
But, more than all, I mourn'd my virgin-name 
Traduc'd, difiicjpour'd, made the fport of fame I 
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The wretch, who fear'd the vulgar herd enrag'd, 437 

With plaulive tales the public ear engag'd -, 

That, dubious of the truth, in deep fufpenfe. 

The city rofe not in their queen's defence. 

Thus, while he feigns a zeal to efface the fhame 

M7 crioies have brought upon the regal name. 

He feeks my ruin, which he knows alone 

Can fix the bafis of his tottering throne. 

And, ah ! the wretch too fure fuccefs will fin4 

In the dire purpofe of his ruthlefs niind ! 

Since tears are vain, my blood muft quench his rage^ 

Unlefs thy mercy in my caufe engage. 

To thee, O mighty chief! I fly for aid. 

An ill-fl:arr*d orphan, and a helplefs maid { 

O ! let thefe tears, that have thy feet bedew *d^ 

Prevent th' effu^on of my guiltlefs blood ! 

O! by thofe feet that tread the proud in dufll 

By that right-hand that ever helps the juft ! 

By all the laurels that thy arms have won [ 

By every temple in yon hallowed town [ 

In pity grant what thou alone canit give ; 

Reftorc my crown, in fafety bid me live !— 

But what from pity can I hope to prove^^ 

If piety ^d juftice fail to mqvq ! 
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Thou, to whom Heaven and fate decreed to wiU 461 
Whatever is juft, and what thou wiirft, fulfil ; 
O ! ilretch thy hand, my threatened life retrieve. 
And, in return, my kingdom's crown receive. 
Among the numbers that thy arms attend. 
Let ten felefted chiefs my caufc befriend ; 
Thele, with my people and paternal train. 
May well fuffice my ancient feat to gain : 
For he, to whom is given the portal's care. 
Will, at my word, by night the gates unbar i 
By his advice to implore thy aid I came : 
Thy leaft of fuccours will his hopes inflame : 
So much his foul reveres thy arms and name. 

She faid ; and ceafing, waited his reply 
With filent eloquence and downcaft eye. 
But various thoughts revolv*d in Godfrey's mind. 
Now here, now there, his dubious heart inclined : 
He fear*d the hoflile guiles ; for well he knew 
How little truft to Pagan faith was due : 
But tender pity ftill his foul confefs*d. 
Pity, that fleeps not in a noble bread : 
Nor this alone within his bofom wrought ; 
The common good employed his careful thought : 
He faw th' advantage that his arms might gain, 
Should &ir Armida o'er Damafcus rei^ : 
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Who thenccj her ilate dependent on his hands^ 486 
Might furnifh every aid the tim^ demands, 
Againlt th' Egyptians and aiixi]iar bands. 
While thus he paused, the dame attentive flood, 
Dwelt on his face, and every gefture view'd ; 
But when (he found his fpeech fo long delay'd. 
Her frequent fighs her doubts and fears be tray 'd. 
At length the leader her requeft denies ; 
Yet thus with mild and gracious words replies. 
If God, whofe holy fervice arms our band. 
Did not, even now, our pious fwords demand : 
Well might thy hopes expedt the wilh*d fuccefe. 
Nor find our pity only, but redrefs. 
But, while yon city walls and chofen flock 
We feek to free from proud oppreffion's yoke j 
It ill befits to turn afide our force, 
And flop our conquefls in the middle courfe. 
Yet here to thee my folemn faith I give. 
And in that pledge do thou fecurely live ; 
If e*er, indulgent to our arms, 'tis given : 
To free thofe holy walls, belov*d of Heaven! 
Then will we place thee in thy native lands. 
As juftice bids, and piety commands : 
But piety, like this, muft impious (how, 
If firft we pay not what to God we owe. 



r 



« 

I 



-W4W i^i ^ s\^'k^. ] 









BooKiv. DELIVERED. i^ 

At diis unwelcome fpeech the datniel turnM 51 1 
Her eyes awhile to earth, and filent mourn'd; 
Then rais'd them flow, with pearly drops bedew'd^ 
And thus, with pleading looks, her plaint renewed. 

Ah, wretch ! did ever Heaven on one beftow 
A life fo fix'd in never-ending woe ; 
That others even their nature (haU forget^ 
Ere I fubdue the rigour of my htc ! 
Why fliould I weep, fince hopes no more remain, 
And prayers aflail the human breaft in vain ? 
Or will my favage foe his ears incline 
To griefs, that fail to move a mind like thine ? 
Yet think not that my words thy heart accufe, 
Whofe firm refolves fo fmall an sdd reflife : 
Heaven I accufe j from thence my forrows flow : 
Heaven fteels thy heart agsunft a virgin's woe i 
Not thou, O chief! but Fate this aid denies,-— 
Then let me view no more the hated flcies, — 
Suflic'd it not (by unrelenting doom) 
To lofe my parents in their early bloom I 
But^ exird, mv^ I lead a wandering life. 
Or fall a viftim to the murderer's knife ? 
Since the chafle laws, by which our fex is ty'd, 
Amidfl: your camp forbid me to refide. 
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Where fliall I fly ? what friendly powers engage ? 53^ 
How favc my perfon from the tyrant's rage ? 

No forts but open to his ftiry lie 

Then wherefore hefitates my foul to die ? 
And, fince 'tis vain with fortune to contend. 
This hand at once my life and woes (hall end. 

She ceas'd ; and turn'd afide with regal grace $ 
A generous anger kindling in her face : 
Difdain and forrow feem her breaft to rend, 
While from her eyes the copious tears defcend, 
And, trickling, down her lovely vifagc run. 
Like lucid pearls tranfparent to the fun ! 
0*er her fair cheeks the cryftal moifture flows. 
Where lilies mingle with the neighbouring rofe. 
S03 wet with dewj the flowers at dawning day. 
To balmy gales their opening fweets difplay : 
Aurora views, and gathers from the mead 
A vary'd garland for her radiant head. 

Thus fwcet in woe appears the weeping dame. 
Her felling tears a thoufand hearts enflame. 
O ! wondcrous force of Lx)ve's myfterious fire. 
That lights in tears the flames of foft delire I 
Almighty Love the world in triumph leads. 
But now, by her infpir'd, himfelf exceeds ! 
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Her feeming grief bids real forrows flow, 559 

And melts the heart with fympathetic woe ; 
While each apart, with indignation, cries : 
** If Godfrey ftill his pitying ear denies, 
" His infimt years fome hungry tigrefs fed, 
" Soxn^ horrid rock on Alpine mountains bred ; 
^ Or waves produced him *midlt the howling main, 
" - Who fees fuch beauty mourn, and mourn in vain 1" 
But young Euftatius, by his zeal inlpir'd. 
Whom moft the torch of love and pity fir'd, 
(When others murmur'd, or their words reprefs'd) 
Scood forth, and boldly thus the chief addrefs'd. 
O prince and brother! whofe unfliaken mind 
Too firmly holds its purpofe firft defign'd. 
If ftill unpitying thou refufe to hear 
The fenfe of all, their uni verfal prayer, 
I alk not that the chiefs whofe care prefides 
O'er fubjeft kingdoms, and their anions guides. 
Should from the hallowed city's walls recede, 
Negledtful of their tafk, by Heaven decreed; 
But from our band, that independent came. 
Adventurous warriors to the field of &me. 
Ten champions yield, feleftcd from the refl*. 
To chcrifh virtue, and relieve th* opprcfs'd ; 
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Nor does the man forfake the caufe of Heaven 58% 
Whofe fuccour to a helplefs maid is given : 
For fure I deem a tyrant's death muft prove 
A grateful tribute to the powers above. 
And Ihould I wave th* advantage here in view. 
That muft undoubted to our caufe enfpe ^ 
Yet duty would alone my arms excite ; 
By knighthood fworn to guard a virgin's right. 
Forbid it Heaven ! that ever France fhould hear. 
Or any land where courteous ads are dears 
That dangers or fatigues our fouls difmay'd. 
When piety and juftice claim'd our aid : 
No longer let me then this helmet wear. 
No longer wield the fword, or corfelet bear ; 
No more in fteed, or glittering arms, delight ; 
No more ufurp the honour'd name of knight ! 
Thus ^oke the youth ^; his brave companions^ 
mov'd 
To open murmurs, all his words approved ; 

1> Thmffohe the youth : — '\ In this epifode of Armida, Tailb 
feems to hstve had his eye upon a paiTage in the beginning of 
Bojardo's poeo), where Angelica is fent bj her father Galaphnm 
to the camp of Charlemain, on a like defign with Armida, and 
captivates all the Chrifiian commanders. 

SeeOKi.4MiM) Innamo&ato, B«I. c.i. 
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With iameft (uit arotintd their \Mitts prefs^d^ 601 
And urg^d die jilftnefs of th^ lotighfis requeft. 

theifi Godfrey tiius: Se wii^ ytsdk fidfilPd : 
To fuch united pnytri my will I yield : 
Her aid requdted let t^ dame receive 1 
Whom not my counf^fej but your own relieve. 
Yet, if my ^fd* c4n fuch defires control. 
Subdue theio #3rm emotions^ of the foul. 

No mt)ti& he faid : nor necdtfd more reply. 
All heard his grant, and heard witn eager joy. 
What cannot beauty^ join'd with forrow, move. 
And tender accents from the lips of bve i 
Each rofy moiith fupplies a golden chain 
To bind the fancy, and the heart cohftrain. 

Euftatius,' then, the weeping fair addreis'd : 
O lovely miid ! be now thy grief fupprefs'd : 
Soon (halt thou find the fuccour from our hands. 
Such as thy irierit, or thy fear derhandi. 

At this Armida clears hei* clouded brow ; 
With rifing joy her bloomihg features g(low ; 
While, with her Veil, (he wip«s the tears away. 
And adds new lufrre to the face of day. 
Then thus— For what your pitying grace befrows. 
Accept the thanks a grateful virgin owes 1 

K 2 
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The world due honour to your worth (hall give, eu 
And in my heart your names ihall ever live ! 

She faid ; and what it feem*d her tongue deny*dj 
Her ]ooks^ with foftcr eloquence fupply*d j 
While outward fmiles conteal'd^ with fraudful artt 
The mighty mifchief lurking in her heart. 

Soon as fhe faw how far her power had won^^ 
And fortune favouring dius her wiles begun. 
She feiz'd th* occafion, and her fchemes revolv'd^ 
To iSnifli all her impious thoughts rcfolv'd, 
With female beauty every breaft to quell. 
And Circe or Medea's charms excel; 
And, like a Syren, with her foothing.ftrain, 
To lull the firmed of the warrior-train. 

« 

Each varied art to win the foul (he tries : 

To this, to that, a different mien applies j 

Now fcarcely dares her modcft eyes advance. 

And now fhe rolls them with a wanton glance : 

She thcfe repels, and thofc incites to love. 

As various paflions various bofoms move. 

And when fbme youdi appears, who doubts to name 

His hidden thoughts, or ftruggles with his flame; 

Soon on his face a cheering fmile fhe bends. 

And from her eye a melting fweetnefs fends ; 
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Revives his hopes^ inflames his (low de(ire> 649 

And thaws the froft of fear with amorous fire. 

From him, who, urg'd by fiercer paflion, roves 

Beyond the bound that modefty approves. 

The wily fair her gentle look withdraws. 

And with rebukes and frowns his raflineis awes : 

Yet, *midil the anger rifmg in her face, 

A ray of pity blends the foftening grace : 

The lover, while he fears, purfues the dame. 

And in her pride find» fuel to his flame. 

With arts like thefe a thoufand fouls ihe gains. 
From every eye the tender tear conftrains : 
In pity's flame flie tempers Cupid's dart. 
To pierce the warrior's tinrefifting heart 

Ah! cruel love! thou bane of every joy, 
Whofe pains or fweets alike our peace deftroy: 
Still equal woes from thee mankind endure. 
Fatal thy wounds, and fatal is the cure ! 

While thus (he gives alternate froft and fires. 
And joy, and grief, and hope, and fear infpires. 
With cruel pleafure Ihe their flate flirveys. 
Exulting in thofe ills her power could raife* 
Oft when fome lover trembling woos the fair. 
She ieems to lend an unexperienced ear : 
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Or, while 9 crimfon blulh her vifage dyes, §73 

With coynefs feign*d, flie downward bends her eyes ; 
While (bame and wraths with mingled grace, adorn 
Her glowing cheeks, like beams of early morn ! 
But when (he fees a youth prepare to tell 
The if cret thoughts that in hi^ bofom dwell ; 
Now fudden from his fight the damfel flies ; 
Now gives an audience to his points and fighs ^ 
Thus holds from morn till eve his heart in play. 
Then flips, delufive, from his hope away ; 
And leaves him like a hunter ip the chace. 
When night conceals the beaft's uncertain trace. 

With arms like thefe ihe made a thouiand yield, 
A thoufand chie& unconquer*d in the field. 
What wonder, then, if love Achilles mov*ds 
His power if Hercules or Thefeus prov'd j 
When thofe, who drew the fword in Jbsus* cauie, 
Submifllve bent beqeath his impious laws ? 
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BOOK V. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



GsRVANDOy afpiring to the command of the adventurers, is 
jealous left Rinaldo ihould fucceed to that honour. By his 
calumnies, be draws 6n himfelf the indignation of that hero, 
who kills him in the face of the whole army. Godfrey, in- 
cenfed at this adion of Rirtaldo, refolvcs to bring him to a 
public trial : the latter, difdaining to fobmit to thu, quits the 
camp, and goes into voluntary exile. Armida prefles Crodfrey 
for the promifed fuccours: ten warriors are chofen by lot, with 
whom (he leaves the camp. In the night, many others depart 
by ilealth to accompany her. Godfrey recdvest ill advices 
from the fleet. 
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Vv HiLE thus her Ihares the falfc Armida Ipread^ 
And in the guileful toils the warriors led i 
Nor hop'd alone the promised aid to gain. 
But other chiefs, by further arts^ obtain i 
The careful Godfrey ponder'd in his mind. 
To whom the doubtful charge fhould be confign'd : 
The worth and number* of th' adventurer-band^ 
Their various hopes his wavering thoughts detain'd. 
At lengthy by caution urg'd, the chief decreed 
Themfelves fhould fix on one their band to lead, 
Whofe merit well might Dudon's lofs fupply; 
On whom th' ckftion of the ten fhould lie : 
Thus, while to them he left th* important choice. 
No knight, difpleas'd, could blame his partial voice. 
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The warriors then he call*d^ and tl 
Full well ye know the counfels of m 
I would not fuccours to the dame dc 
But at a fitter time our aid fupply. 
What once I ipoke, I now propofe 2 
Still may your better thoughts th' ad 
For here^ in this unliable worlds we 
We oft muft change our purpofe firfl 
. Yet if our fouls^ with generous ardou 
Diidain the judgment of a cooler brea * ^ i , . 
I would not here unwilling arms detai ^^^ , ■ ■ ■ , 
Nor, what I gave fo lately, render val jji \ III 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Still let me mildly rule each faithful bs 
And fway the fceptre with a gentle hai 
Then go» or ftay; no longer I contem 
And on your pteafure let the choice de 
But firft eleft, aooid your martial train, 
A chief who may fucceed to Dudon flain : 
To name the dam&rs cbampbns be his care : 
Ten warriors only fhail th' adventure fhare : 
In this the fovereign power I flill retain i 
In this alone his conduft I reftrain. 

Thus Godfrey fpoke: nor long his brother ftay*d. 
But, with his fi'iends' confcnt^ this anfwer made. 
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With thcc, ftiU well, O prudent chief! agrees 39 
The cooler thought that each event forefees : 
But ftrength of t^ndj and hearts of martial fire^ 
Are due from us» and what our years require : 
And that which bears in others wildom's name^ 
'^ I In us were bafenefs and reproachful fliame. 
Then fuice fo light the rifk we may fuftain* 
When juftly weighed againft th* expefted gain 1 
Th' defied ten (hall go (by thee difmifs'd) 
And in this righteous caufe a helplefs maid aQUL 

He faid ; and thus with ffaow of puUic zeal» 
His wiords th' emotions of his heart conceal s 
While all profefs in honour's najme to more^ 
And with that fpecious title veil their love. 

But young Euftatius, by his pallion fway^d. 
With jealous eyes Sophia's fon furvey'di 
His envious mind thofe virtues could not bear 
That Ihone more brightly in a form fo fair. 
He tear*d with him Rinaldo ihould be join'd^ 
And 'gainft his fears a cautious fcheme defign'd* 
The rival warrior then afide he took^ 
And plaufive thus, with wily words befpoke. 

O thou, ftill greater than thy glorious fire, 
Whom^ yet a youth in arms, die workl admire! 
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Say^ who (hall how our valiant fquadron lead ? 6^ 
Who next to flaughter'd Dudon can fucceed ? 
I fcarcely could that hero's rule obey, 
And to his years alone refign*d the fway. 
Who now o'er Godfrey's brother Ihall command ? 
Thou, thou alone of all our martial band : 
Thy glorious race can match the nobleft line ; 
Thy warlike deeds fuperior far to mine. 
Even Godfrey's felf would own inferior mighty 
And yield to thee in arduous fields of fight : 
Thee, mighty warrior ! thee our chief I claim, 
Whofe foul diidains to attend the Syrian^ dame i 
And flights the trivial honour which proceeds 
From dark achievements and infidious deeds. 
Here will thy valour find an ampler field ; 
This camp to thee a nobler profpeft yield. 
Accept, brave youth! to guide th' adventurer- band; 
Myfelf will frame their minds to thy command. 
Thou, in return, attend fny fole requeft j 
(Since doubtful thoughts as yet divide my breaft) 
Whate'er I purpofe, let my will be free, 
To aflaft Armida, or remain widi thee. 

He ceas'd ; and as thefe artful words he fald, 
A fudden bluih his confcious cheeks o'erlpread 

* Armida. 
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Rinaldoj fmiling, law, witk heedful tycSy sj 

His fecrec paflion through the thin difguife. 
But he, whom lefs the darts of love had founds 
Whofe bofom fcarcely felt the gentle wound. 
With unconcern regards a rival's name^ 
Nor fiames a wifh to attend the Pagan dame. 
On Dudon*s haplefs fate his thoughts were tum'd i 
For Dudon's death the generous hero moum'd. 
He deem'd his former glories would be loft 
If long Argantes liv*d the deed to boaft : 
With pleafure yet Euftadus* words he heard^ 
That to the rank deferv^d his youth preferr*d : 
His confcious heart exulted in the praife ; 
Pleased with the tribute truth to virtue pays. 

Far rather would I chooie (he thus replies) 
To merit honours, than to honours rile. 
Let virtuous adlions dignify my name, 
I envy not the great, nor fceptres claim. 
Yet if thou think'ft fo far my merits weigh, 
I (hall not then rejefi: the proffer'd fway ; 
But prize (with gratitude aqd pleafure mov'd) 
So fair a token of my worth approv'd. 
I feek not, nor refufe, the chief command ; 
But (hould the power be yielded to my hand. 
Thou fhalt be one amongft th' eleded band. 
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Thus he: Euft^tius ^eds his peers to find» 112 
And faftifon tx> his will each warrior's mind. 
But that pre-eminence Gernando claims ; 
And though at him her dart^ Aritiida aims ; 
Yet not the power of beauty can control 
The thirft of honour in his haughty foul. 
Frbm Norway's powerful kings this chief defcettds, 

Whofe rule o*er rii^y a province wtde «tends : 
The crowns atid fceptrcs which hi^ fathers held 
From ancieirt times, with pride his bofom IWctt*d. 
Rinaldo in himfelf his glory plac'd. 
More thu in dt(tont deeds cfages paft; 
Though long his fire^ with every fame were crown'd. 
In war illuftrious, and in peace renown'd. 

The barbarous prince', whofe pride no worth allows. 
Save what from riches or dominion flows i 
And every virtue deems an empty name, 
Unlefs ennobled by a regal daim; 
Indignant fees a private warrior dare 
With him irt merit and in praife compare : 
No bound, no law, his fiery temper knows -, 
With rage he kindles, and with Ihame he glows. 

The fieAd of hell, who fees his tortur'd mind 
Expos'd to all his fubtle arts defign*d, 

' Gernando. 
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Unfccn through all his troubled baTom g^ide's^ i3<j 
There rules at will, o*er every diought prefides j 
His hztc increafa^ and enflames his ire. 
And rouzes ia his heart infernal fire ; 
While every moment, from wttiuo, bt hean 
This hollow voice rcfounding in his ears» 

Shall thus^ opposed to thee, Rinaldo dare 
His boafled anccftors with thine cooqnre i 
Firft let htm count; whofe pride tbf equal flands. 
His fubje& realms and tributary lands; 
His fceptres {how$ and (whence liis. glory %rings) 
Mate his dead heroes with thy livti\g kings. 
Shall fuch a chief exsdt hi$ worthlelj^ hnd^ 
A fervile warrior in ItAlia bred ? 
To him let fortune lofs or gain decree* 
He gains. a conqueft who contends wkh thee ; 
The world IhaU fay (and great the fame will prove) 
** Lo! this is he, who with GeAiaodo ftrove." 
The place that once experienced Dud'on fili'd, 
~T7ew honours to thy fi^rmer ftate may yield ; 
But he no lels with thee in glory vies, 
Who boldly dares demand fo vaft a prise. 
If human paffions touch the t^qft above. 
What holy wrath muft a^^d Dudon tnoinc^ 
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When, from his heaven, he fees this haughty knight, 
^ A ftripling-warrior in the field of fight) 161 

Aipire fo high ; while fome his counfels join. 
And (fhame eternal!) fecond his defign. 
If Godfrey fuch injuftice tamely view. 
And fuffcr him to ufurp thy honours due j 
It refts on thee to affert thy rightful claim. 
Declare thy power, and vindicate thy name. 

Eir'd at thefe words, more fell his fury grows. 
Within his heart the torch of difcord glows : 
His raging paflion^ now to madnefs ftung. 
Flames in his eye, and points his haughty tongue. 
Whatever his envious fpcech can turn to blame. 
He boldly charges on kinaldo's fame : 
And tvcry virtue that the youth adorns. 
To foul reproach, with artful malice, turns : 
He paints him proud and turbulent of mind. 
And calls his valour headftrong, raOi, and blind. 
He fcatters wifehood in the public ears. 
Till even the rival knight the rumour hears. 
But ftill th' infenfate wretch purfues his hate. 
Nor curbs the rage that hurries on his fate : 
While the dire demon all his foul pollefs'd, 
Rav'd fix)m his lips^ and maddened in his breafl-. 
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m 

Amid the camp appeared a level fpace ; i84 

And warriors oft reforted to the place. 
In tournaments, in wreftling, and the courie,- 
Their limbs to fupple, and improve their force. 
Here, midft the throng (for fo his doom required) 
He vented all his vengeful fpleen inipir'd ; 
And ^gainil Rinaldo turn'd his impious tongu^. 
On which the venom of Averhus hung. 

His contumelious fpeech Rinaldo hears. 
And now no more his dreadful wrath forbears s 
At once the bafe infulter he defies, 
Uniheaths his falchion, and to vengeance flies: 
His voice like thunder echoes from afar. 
His threatning fteel like lightning gleams in air. 
Gemando fees, nor hopes to 'fcape by flight, 
For infl:ant death appears before his fight. 
Meanwhile, to all the wondering army's view, 
A ihow of valour o'er his fears he threw ; 
He grafps his fword, he waits his mighty foe i 
And {lands prepared to meet the coming blow. 

Now fudden, drawn from many warriors* thighs, 
A thoufand weapons flafh againft the ikies. 
In throngs around the gathering people prefs ; 
The tumult thickens, and the crowds increafe : 

VOL. I. L 
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Difcordant murmurs rife, and echo round, 208 

And mingled clamours to the clouds refound. 
So, near the ocean on the rocky fliore. 
With broken noife the Vind and billows roar. 

But not their cries, nor murmurs could detain 
Th' offended warrior, or his wrath reftrain : 
He fcorns the force that dares his fury ftayj 
He whirls his fword with unrefifted fway : 
The throng divides ; alone his arm prevails. 
And, midft a thouiand friends, the prince aflfails. 
Then from his hand, that well his rage obey'd, 
A thoufand blows th* ailoni(h*d foe invade. 
Now here, now there, the rapid weapon flies, 
Confounds his fenfes, and diftrafb his eyes : 
At length, the cruel fteel, with ftrength imprcfs'd, 
Rinaldo buries in his panting breaft. 

Prone* fell the wretch, and finking on the ground. 
His blood and fpirit ilTu'd through the wound. 
The viftor o'er the dead no longer fl:ay'd. 
But in the fheath returned the reeking blade : 
And, thence departing, to his tent retirM^ 
His vengeance fated, and his wrath expired* 

Now near the tumult pious Godfrey drew, 
When the dire fcene was open to his view. 
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Gcmando pale with lifelds looks appear'd, 232 

His hair and veft with fordid blood befihear'd. 
He faw the tears his friends in pity fhed. 
And heard their plaints and forrows o'er the dead : 
Surpris*dy he a(k*d what hand had wrought the deed. 
And whence could fuch deftrudive rage proceed ? 

Amaldo^ deareft to the flaughter*d prince> 
The tale relates, and a^ravates th' offence ; 
That, urg'd by flender caufe to impious ftrifc, 
Rinaldo*s hand had robb*d the chief of life 1 
And tum*d that weapon, which for Christ he bore, 
Againil the champions of the Chriftian power 1 
And fhow*d how little he his leader prized. 
How much his mandates, and his fway delpis'd : 
That public juftice to th* offence was due. 
And death the bold offender fliould purfue. 
Such ads muft hateful be at every time ; 
But doubly here, the place enhanc*d the crime : 
That fliould he pafs abfolv*d, the fatal deed 
A dire example through the hoft might fpread ; 
And all that own*d the murder'd warrior's fide. 
Would take that vengeance which the law deny*d : 
From which might conteft fpring and mutual rage. 
As would the camp in civil broils engage. 

L a 
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He call'd to mind the merits of the flain> 256 

All that could waken wrath, or pity gain* 

To acquit his friend the noble Tancred tries> 
And fearlefs for the knight accused replies : 
While Godfrey hears, and with a brow fcverc. 
But little gives to hope, and much to fear. 

Then Tancred thus: O prudent leader! view 
What to Rinaldo and his worth is due : 
Think from himfelf what honours he may claim. 
What from his glorious race and Guelpho's name. 

■ 

Not thofe who rule exalted o'er mankind. 
Should equal punifliment for errors find : 
In different fbidons crimes are different founds 
By vulgar laws the great can ne*er be bound. 

To him the leader thus : In every ftate. 
The vulgar learn obedience from the great ; 
111, Tancred, doll thou judge, and ill conceive. 
That we the mighty ihould unpunifh^d leave : 
What is our empire and our vain command. 
If only ruler o'er the ignoble band ? 
If fuch my fceptre and imperfeft reign, 
I here refign the worthlefs gift again. 
But freely, from your choice, the power I hold^ 
Nor Ihall the privilege be now controll'd : 
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And well I know to vary from my hand %so 

Rewards and puniihments, as times demand ; 
And when, preierving all in equal date, 
To include alike the vulgar and the great. . 

Thus Godfrey faidi and Tancrcd nought replyM, 
But, ftruck with awe, ftood filent at his fide. 

Raymond, a lover of the laws fevere 
Of ancient times, exults his fpeech to hear. 
While thus (he cries) a ruler holds the fway. 
With reverence due the fubjefts will obey. 
In government what difgpline is found, • 
Where pardons more than punifhments abound i 
Even clemency deftrudive muft appear. 
And kingdoms fall, unlels maintained by fear. 

Thus they; while Tancred every fentcnce weighed. 
Then, fwift departing,, feiz'd his rapid fteed. 
And with impatience to Rinaldo fled : 
Him in his tent he finds, and there relates 
The words of Godfrey> aqd the paft debates ; 
Then thus purfues : Though outward looks we find 
Uncertain tokens of the fecret mind. 
Since hr too deep, concealM from prying eyes, 

« 

Withia the breaft the tfaou^t of mortals liesi 
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Thus far mechinks the chief's defign I fee ; 303 

(In this his fpeeches and his looks agree) 
Thou muft fubmit, and by the laws be try*d, 
When public juftice (hall th/ caufe decide. 
At this a fcornful fmile Rinaldo fhow'd. 
Where noble pride and indignation glow'd. 
. Let thofe (he cry'd) in bonds their caufe maintain^ 
By nature (laves, and worthy of the chain : 
Free was I born, in freedom will I live. 
And fooner die than (hameful bonds receive. 
This hand is us*d the glorious fword to wield, 
To palms of cojiqueft:, and difdains to yield 
To bafe conftraint : if thus we meet regard. 
If Godfrey thus our merits would reward 5 
And thinks to drag me hence, a wretch confin*d 
To common prifon$, like th' ignoble kind : 
Then let him come— I here (hall firm abide. 
And arms and fate between us (hall decide : 
Soon (hall our (trife in (anguiqe torrents flow, 
A proipe6t grsuefid to the gazing foe ! 

This faid, he call'd for arms ; and foon around 
His wsmty lim^ the tempered hamefs bound : 
Then to his arm die ponderous (hield apply'd^ 
And hung the fatal falchion at his fide : 
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Now ibeath'd in polifh'd mail (a martial fight) 327 
He (hone terrific in a blaze of light. 
He feem'd like Mars, defcending firom his fphere, 
When Rage and Terror by his fide appear I 
Tancred, meanwhile, efiays each fbothing art 

To calm the paflions in his fwelling heart. 
Unconquer^d youth ! (he cries) thy worth is known. 
And viftory in every field thy own : 
Secure fi-om ill, thy godlike virtue goes 
Through toils and dangers midft embatded foes : 
But Heaven fotbid that e'er thy friends fliould feel 
The cruel fury of thy vengeful ftcel ! 
What would'ft thou do i Say, what thy rage demands ; 
In civil war to ftain thy glorious hands ? 
Thus, with the flaughter of the Chriftian nantK, 
Transfixing Christ, in whom a part I claim* 
Shall worldly glory (impotent and vain. 
That flu^uates like the billows of the main!) 
Shall this with more reipeft thy bofom move 
Than zeal for crowns, that never fade above ? 
Avert it. Heaven ! be here thy rage refign*d, 
Religion claims this conqueft o'er thy mind. 
If early youth, like mine, may plead the right 
To bring examples paft before thy fight ;. 
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I once was injur*d, yet my wrath fupprefs'd, 351 

Nor with the faithful would the caufe conteft. 
My arms a conquefl: of Cilicia made % 
And there the banner'd fign of Christ difplay^d; 
When Baldwin came, and fei2*d, with covert wiles. 
My rightful prize, and triumphed in my fpoils: 
His feeming friendfhip won my artlefs mind> 
Nor faw I what his greedy thoughts defign'd. 
Yet not with anns 1 ftrove my right to gain, 
Though haply arms had not been try*d in vain. 
But fhould thy foul difdain a prifoner*s name, 
And fear th' ignoble breath of vulgar fame; 
Be mine the friendly care thy caufe to plead : 
To Antioch thou, and ftraight to Boemond fpeed : 
Thou muft not now before the chief a})pear, 
And the firft impulfe of his anger bear. 
But fhould th* Egyptian arms our force oppofe. 
Or other fquadrons of the Pagan foes. 



« 35^ ^'^w^ « emqueft cf Cilicta made, — ] Hiftoiy relates, 
that Tancred with his forces made a cooqueft of Cilicia^ to 
which Baldwin claimed a right $ and that Tancred having 
likewife fixed his i^andard at Tarfus, Baldwin claimed the 
Tidory in the fame manner; in both which inftances Tancred 
fabmitted. 
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Then will thy valour (hine with double fame> ^ 
And abience add new luftre to thy name : 
Th* united camp Ihall mourn diy virtues loil^ 
A mangled body and a lifelels hoft ! 

Here Guelpho came, and, joining his requeft. 
With fpeed to leave the camp Rinaldo prels*d. 
And now die noble youth his ear inclined. 

And to their purpofe bent his lofty mind. 
A crowd of friends around the hero wait i 
AH feek alike to attend and Ihare his fate : 
Their zeal he thanks ; and now his fteed he takes» 
And, with two faithful fquires, the camp foriakes. 
A thirft of virtuous fame his foul inipires. 
That fiUs the noble heart with great defircs : 
He mighty adions in his mind revolves. 
And deeds, unheard before, in thought refolves : 
To allail the foe, and death or laurels gain. 
While ftill his arms the Chriftian faidi maintain 1 
Egypt to o*er-run $ and bend his daring courle 
To where die Nile fbr&kes his hidden Iburce. 

Rinaldo parting thence; without delay^ 
To Godfity*s prefoice Gue^ho todc his ways 
Him drawii^ near the pious diief d|yy'd : 
Thou com*ft in happy time (aloud he ciy'd) 
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Even now the heralds through the camp I fent, 393 
To feek, and bring thee, Guclpho, to our tent. 

Then having firft difmifs'd th* attending train. 
He thus, with low and awful words, began. 

Too fiu-, O Guelpho! does thy nephew ftray. 
As paffion o*er his heart tifurps the fway : 
And ill, I deem, his reafon can fuffice 
To clear the ftain that on his honour lies : 
Yet happy (hall I prove if this befall. 
For Godfrey is an equal judge to all : 
Tbe^ right he will defend, and guard the laws. 
And with impartial voice award the caufe. 
But if, as fome aUedge, Rinaldo*s hand. 
Unwilling, err'd lagainft our high command i 
Then let the fiery .youth, fubmiffive, bend 
To x»ir decsfion, and the deed defend : 
Free let him come $ no chains he ihall receive ^ 
(Lol what i:can I to his merits give) 
But i£hisiDfiy fpirit fcorn to bow, 
(As wdl his-h^h tmconquer'd pride wt know) 
The care be thine to teach him to obey. 
Nor dare pcovdoe too fiu* our lenient fway; 
And force: Ow hand^ with rigour, to mamcain 
Our flig^«diaws^ and violated reign. 

8*. ■ . 
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Thus fiud the chief; and Guelpho made reply : 417 
A generous ibul, difibtnuig inbsnjy 
Can ne'er endure, widiout a brave return. 
The lies of envy, and the uunts of fcom : 
And fliould th* ofiender in his wradi be flain. 
What man can juft revenge ia bounds reftrain ? 
What mind (b governed, while refentment glows. 
To meafure what th* offence to juftice owes ? 
'Tis thy command the youth (hall humUy come^ 
And yield himfUf beneath thy fovereign doom ; 
But this (with grief I fpeak) his flight denies : 
A willing exile from the camp he flies. 
Yet with this fword I offer to maintain, 
*Gainft him who dares my nephew's honour ftain, 
That jufUy punifh'd fierce Gernando dy*d, 
A vi£tim due to calumny and pride. 
In this alone (with forrow I i^ee) 
He rafhly err'd, to break thy late decree. 

Thus he; when Godfrey— Let him wander hvp 
And ftrife and rage to other regions bear; 
But vex not thou wkh new debates die peace ; 
Here end contenciony here let anger ceafe. 

Meantime Armida, midft the warrior-train, 
tJs*d all her power di*^expeAed ud to gam : 
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In tears and moving prayers the day employM^ 441 
And every charm of wit and beauty try'd. 
But when the night had ipread her fable veft. 
And clos*d the finkbg day-light in the weft. 
Betwixt two knights and dames» from public view. 
The damfel to her loiiy tent withdrew. 

Though well the ^ir was vers'd in every art 
By words and looks to fteal th* unguarded heart 1 
Though in her form celeftial beauty Ihin'dj 
And left the faireft of her fex behind i 
Though in her ftrong» yet [dealing, charms compeirdji 
The greateft heroes of the camp (he held s 
In vain (he ftrove, with foft bewitching care,, 
To lure the pious Godfrey to her fnare : 
In vain (he foi^ht his zealous breaft to move 
With early pleafures, and delights of love : 
For, fated with the wofld, lus thoughts defpife 
Thcfc empty joys, and foar a|x>ve the fldes. 
His ftedfaft foul, defended from her charms. 
Contemns love's weak efiays, and all his feeble arms^ 
No mortal bai( can turn his fteps afide. 
His facred faith his guard, and Goo his guide. 
A thoufand forms the faUe Armida tries. 
And proves, like Proteus, every nw difguifrv 



vooKv. DELIVERED. 157 

Her looks and a^ons every heart might move, 46s 
And warm the coMeft bofbm to her love : 
But here^ fb Heaven and grace divine ordain. 
Her fchemes^ her labours, and her wiles were vain. 

Not lefs impervious to her fraodful art. 
The gallant Tancred kept his youthful heart : 
His earlier paflion every thou^t poflefs^d. 
Nor gave another entrance to his breaft. 
As poifon oft the force of poifon quells. 
So former love the iecond love repels. 
Her charms thefe two alone beheld fecure ; 
While others own*d refiftlefs beauty's power. 
Sore was (he troubled in her guileful mind. 
That all fucceeded not her wiles defign'd : 
Yet, *midft her grief, the dame, exulting, viewed 
The numerous warriors whom her fmiles fubdu'd : 
Now, with her prey» fhe purposed to depart. 
Ere chance difclos*d her deep-defigning art ; 
Far from the camp her captives to detain. 
In other bonds than love*s too gentle chain. 

'Twas now the time appointed by the chief 
To give th* afflided damfel his relief: 
Him fhe approached, and thus with lowly grace : 
The day prefixed, O prince ! has run its race ; 
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And fhould the tyrant learn (by doubtfbl fiune, 489 

Or certain ipies) that to the camp I casne 

To implore thy fuccour, his preventive care 

Would aU his forces for defence prepare. 

But ere fuch tidings (hall bis ears attain, 

O ! let my prayer fome friendly fuccours gain : 

If Heaven behold not with regardlefs eyes 

The deeds of men^ or hear the orphan's cries^ 

My realms I fliall retrieve, whofe fubjeft^fway 

To thee, in peace or war, fhall tribute pay. 

She faid -, the leader to her Aiit agreed ; . 
(Nor could he from his former grant recede) 
Yet fmce her fwift departure thence (he prefs'd. 
He faw th* eledtion on himfelf would reft: 
While all, with emulative zeal, demand 
To fill the number of th' elefted band 

Th* infidious damfel fans the rivals' fires, 
And envious fear and jealous doubt inspires. 
To roufe the foul ; for love, fiill well (he knows, 
Without thefe aids remifs and languid grows : 

So runs the courier with a flacken'd pace. 
When none contend, his partners in the race. 
Now this, now that, the (bothing &ir beguiles 
With gentle (peech, foft looks, and winning (iniles -, 
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That each his fellow views with envious eyes, 513 
Till mingled paffions even to frenzy rife : 
Around their chief they prefs, unaw'd by fhame. 
And Godfrey would in vain their rage reclaim. 

The leader gladly, in his equal mind. 
Would all content, alike to all inclined ; 
(Yet oft was fill'd with juft difdain, to view 
Th* ungovem'd ralhnefs of the headlong crew) 
At length his better thoughts the means fupply*d, 
To day contention, and the ftrifc decide. 

To chance (he cry'd) your fcveral names commends 
Let lots decide it, and the conteft end. 

Sudden the rival knights their names disposM, 
And in a flender urn the lots enclos*d : 
The vafe then ihaken \ firfl: to view, the name 
Of Pembroke's earl, Artemidorus, came : 
Then Gerrard \ Vincilaiis next was found. 
An aged chief for counlel once renown'd, 
A hoary lover now, in beauty's fetters bound ! 

Thefe happy three with fudden joy were fiU'd ; 
The reft, by figns, their anxious fears reveal'd. 
And hung upon his lips, with fix*d regard. 
Who, drawing forth the lots, the names declared. 
The fourth was Guafco \ then Ridolphus* name ; 
And next Ridolphus, Olderico came. 
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Roufillon then was read j and next appeared 538 

Henry the Frank ; Bavarian Ebcrard : 
Rambaldo laft, who left the Chriftian laws \ 
And girt his weapon in the Pagan caufe : 
So far the tyrant love his vaflal draws ! 

But thofe, excluded from the lift^ exclaim 
On fickle fortune as a partial dame ; 
Love they accufe> who fuffercd her to guide 
His facred empire, and his laws decide ; 
Yet many purposed to purfue the maid. 
When parting light fljould yield to fable Ihade ; 
In fortune's fpight, her perfon to attend. 
And, with their lives, from every chance defend. 
With gentle fighs and fpeeches half difclos'd. 
Their willing minds to this fhe more diipos'd : 
To every knight alike fhe framed her art. 
And feem'd to leave him with dejcfted heart 

Now, clad in (hining arms, th' allotted band 
Difmiffion from their prudent chief demand 
The hero then admonifti'd each afide. 
How ill they could in Pagan faith confide -, 

^ RamhaJdn Iqfi^ who left the Chrifiian laws?^ The hiftory makes 
mention of a foldier who abjured Chriilianity and went over to 
the Infidels, but his name was Rainaldoi not Rambaldo 5 he was 
a native of Holland* 



\ 

I 



BooKv. DELIVERED. i6i 

So frail a pledge enjoined *ein to beware^ 559 

And guard their fouls from every hidden fhare. 
But all his words were loft in empty wind ; 
Love takes not counfel from a wholefome mind 

The knights difmifs'd, the dame no longer ftay*d, 
Nor till th* enfuing mom her courfe delayed. 
Elate with cooqueft* from the camp fhe pafs'd. 
The rival knights, like flaves^ her triumph graced. 
While racked with jealoufy's tormenting pain. 
She left the remnant of the fuitor-train. 
But foon as night with filent wings aro(e. 
The minifter of dreams and foft repofe ; 
In fccret many more her fleps purfue : 
But firfl Euflatius from the tents withdrew : 
Scarce rofe the friendly fhade> when fwift he fled. 
Through darknefs blmd, by blind affedion led. 
He roves uncertain all the dewy night. 
But foon as morning ftreaks the fktes with light, 
Armida's camp falutes his eager fight. 

Fir'd at the view, th' impatient lover flics j 
Him, by his arms, Rambaldo knows, and cries— 
What feck*fl thou here, or whither dofl thou bend ? 
I come (he faid) Armida to defend : 
fn me, no lefs than others, Ihall fhe find 
A ready fuccour and a conftant mind. 

VOL. I. M 
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Who dares (the knight replies) that choice approve^ 
And make fuch honour thine? He anfwer'd — Love. 
From Fortune thou, from Love my right I claim : 596 
Say, whofe the greateft boaft and nobleft nam( ? 
Rambaldo then^— Thy empty titles fkil. 
Such fond delufive arts Ihall ne'er prevail 
Think not to join with us thy lawlefs aid^ 
With us the champions of the royal maid. 
Who (hall oppofe my will ? (the youth reply 'd) 
In me behold the man! (Rambstldo cry'd) 
Swift at the word he rulh'd ; with equal rage 
Euftatius fprung his rival to engage. 
But here the lovely tyrant of their breail 
Advanced between them^ and their rage fupprefs*d. 
Ahl ceafe, (to that (he cryM) nor more complain^ 
That thou a partner, I a champion gain : 
Canft thou my welfare or my (afety prize. 
Yet thus deprive me of my new allies ? 
In happy time (to this began the dame) 
Thou com'ft, defender of my life and fame : 
Reafon forbids, that e'er it (hall be faid> 
Armida fcorn*d (b fair an offer'd aid« 

Thus (he; while fome new champion every hour 
Purfu'd her (tandard, and increased her power. 
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Some wandering here, fome there^ the damfel join'd. 
Though each conceding what his thoughts defign'd^ 
Now fcowrd with jealous looks his rivals diere to find. 
She (cem*d on all to caft a gracious eye, 611 

And every one received with equal joy. 

Scarce had the day di^U'd the Ihades of night. 
When heedful Godfrey knew his warriors' flight j 
And while his mind rcvoIv*d their ihameful doom. 
He fccm'd to mourn fome threatened ills to come. 
As thus he mus*d, a meflcnger appeared, 
Breathlels and pale, with iduft and fweat befmear'd. 
His brow was deep imprcfs'd with careful thought. 
And feem'd to ipeak th* unwelcome news he brought. 

Then thus — O chief! th* Egyptians foon will hide 
Beneath their numerous fleet the briny tide : 
William, whofe rule Liguria's fliips obey. 
By me difpatch'd thefe tidings from the fca. 
To this he adds ; that, lending from the Ihore 
The due provifions for the landed power. 
The fteeds and camek, bending with their load. 
Were intercepted in the midmoft road ; 
Allail'd with dreadful rage on every hand. 
Deep in a valley, by th' Arabian band : 

M 2 
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Nor guards nor drivers could their pofts maintdn, 63 1 
The ftores were pillagM, and the men were flain. 
To fuch a height was grown the Arabs' force. 
As aik*d fome power to check their daring courie ; 
To guard the coaftj and keep the paflage free. 
Betwixt the Chriftian camp and Syrian iea. 

At once from man to man the rumour fled, 
And growing fears among the foldiers ipread : 
The threatening evils fill'd them with affright^ 
And ghaftly famine rofe before their fight. 
The chief, who faw the terrors of the hoft. 
Their former courage funk, their firmnefs loft -, 
With looks ferene, and cheerful fpeeches ftrove 
To raife their ardour and their fears remove. 1 

O friends ! with me in various regions thrown, 
Amidft a thoufand woes and dangers known ; 
God's facred champions ! bom to aflert his caufe. 
And cleanie from ftain the holy Chriftian laws I 
Who wintry climes and ftormy feas have view'd. 
And Perfian arms and Grecian frauds fubdu'd '; 



c '"HmdGredan frauds fubddd\\ Alcias^ emperor of CooilflB- 
tinopley though in the firft book he appears to have feot a 
fquadroD of horfe to the Chridians, is faid to have ufed many 
ilratagems to fruflrate the expedition \ and had once made Hugo 
the Great prifooeo who was afterwards delivered by Godfrey. 
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Who could the rage of thirft and hunger bear — 651 
Will you refign your fouk to abjeffc fear ? 
Shall not th' Eternal Power (our fovereigq guide^ 
And oft in more difaftrous fortunes try*d) 
Revive our hopes ? — deem not his favour loft. 
Or pitying ear averted from our hoft : 
A day will come mth pleafure to difclofe 
Thefe fbrrows paftj and pay to God your vows. 
Endure and conquer then your prefent ftate; 
Live^ and referve yourielves for happier fate. 

He faid -, but yet a thoufand cares^ fupprefs'd. 
The hero bury'd in his thoughtful breaft : 
What means to nourilh fuch a numerous train. 
And midft defeat or famine to fuftain : 
How on the feas to oppofe th* Egyptian force ; 
And ftpp the plundering Arabs in their courfe« 



END OF THE FIFTH BOOK. 
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BOOK VI. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Abgantbs fends a cfaaUenge to the Chriliianf* TanaM is 
' cholen to oppofe him 3 but while he is upon the point of 
entering the lift, is detained by the appearance of Clorinda. 
OthOf in the mean time, meets Argantes, is vanqoiihed, 
and made prifoner. Tancred and Argantes then engage: 
they are parted by the heralds. Erminia, difti^ed with her 
fears for Tancredy refolves to viiit that hero. She difgaifes 
herfelf in Clorinda^s armoor, and leaves the ci^ by night; 
but, falling in with an advanced guard of the Chriftians^ is 
affaultedj and flies. 
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BOOK VI. 



-But, in the town bcficg'd, the Pagan crew, 
With better thoughts their cheerful hopes renew : 
Befides provifions which their roofs containM, 
Supplies, of various kind, by night they gain'd : 
They raife new fences for the n6rthern fide. 
And warlike engines for the walls provide. 
With ftrength increased the lofty bulwarks Ihow, 
And feem to fcorn the battering-rams below. 
Now here, now there, the king direds his powers. 
The walls to thicken, or to raife the towers : 
By day, or fable eve, the works they ply. 
Or when the moon enlightens all the fky. 
Th' artificers, with fweat and ceafelefs care. 
New arms and armour for the field prepare : 
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Meanwhile, impatient of inglorious reft» is 

Argantes came, and thus the king addrefs'd 
How long, ina&ive, muit we here remain 
Coop*d in thefe gates, a bafe and heardefs train ? 
From anvils huge I hear the ftrokes rebound, 
I hear the helm, the Ibield, the cuira& found : 
Say, to what ufe, while yon rapacious bands 
0*er-run the plains, and ravage all the lands i 
And not a chief fliall meet thefe haughty foes. 
And not a trumpet break their fbft repofe ? 
In genial feafts the cheerful days they wafte. 
And undifturb'd enjoy each calm repaft : 
By day at eafe, by night at reft they lie ; 
Alike fecurely all their moments fly. 
But you at length, with pining want diftrefs'd, 
Muft fink beneath the victor's force opprefs'd; 
Or bafely 4all to death an eafy prey. 
If Egypt ihould her fuccours long delay. 
For me, no fliameful fate ihall end my days. 
And widi oblivion veil my former praiie : 
Nor {hall the morning fun, to fight C3q)06-d, 
Behold me longer in thefe walls enclosed. 
I ftand prepared my lot unknown to prove. 
Decreed already by the Fates above. 
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Ne^er be it faid, the truftjr fword untry'd, 39 

Inglorious, unreveng'd, Argantes dy*d. 

Yet if the feeds of valour, once confe&'d. 

Are not extinguifh*d in thy generous brcaft : 

Not only hcqie in fight to fall widi pcaiie. 

But your high dioughts to life and coiiqueft raife. 

Then rufh we forth united from die gate. 

Attack the foe, and prove our utmoft fatel 

Befet with dangers, and with toils oppreis'd. 

The boldell counfels oft are prov*d the beft. 

But if thy pruidenoe now refuie to yield. 

To hazard all thy force in open field ; 

At leaft procure two champions to decide 

Th* important ftrife, in fingle combat try'd : 

And that the leader of the Chriftian race 

With readier mind our challenge may embrace, 

Th* advantage all be his the arms to name, 

And at his will the full conditions frame. 

For were the foe enduM with twofold might. 

With heart undaunted in the day of fight ; 

Think no misfortune can thy caufe attend. 

Which I have fwom in combat to defend. 

This better hand can fate itfelf fupply; 

This hand can give thee ample vi&ory : 
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Behold I give it as a pledge fecure ; 63 

In this confide, I here thy reign enfure. 

He ceas*d : Intrepid chief! (the king reply'd) 
Though creeping age has damp'd my youthful pride; 
Deem not this hand fo flow the fword to wield> 
Nor deem this foul fo bafely fears the field> 
That rather would I tamely yield my breathy 
Than fall ennobled by a glorious death ; 
If aught I fear'd^ if aught my thoughts foretold 
Of want or &mine which thy words unfold ; 
Forbid it. Heaven ! —Then hear me now reveal 
What from the reft, with caution^ I conceal. 
Ljo! Solyman of Nice^ whoie reftlefs mind 
Has vengeance for his former wrongs defign^d, 
Collefts, beneath his care, from diflTcrent lands^ 
The fcatter'd numbers of Arabia's bands ^ 
With thefe will foon by night the foes invade^ 
And hopes to give the town fupplies and aid. 
Then grieve not thou to lee our realms o*er-run» 
Nor heed our plundered towns, and caftles won ; 
While here the fceptre ftill remains my own 5 
While here I hold my ftate and regal thnuie. 
But, thou, meantime, thy forward zeal afluage. 
And calm awhile the heat of youthful rage i 
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With patience jet attend the hour of fate, s; 

Due to thy gloiy, and my injur'd ftate. 

Now fweU*d with high difdain Argantes' breaftj 
A rival long to Soljrman profeis*d : 
Inly he griev'dj and iaw^ with jealous eye. 
The king fo firmly on his aid rely. 

'Tis thine, (he cried) O monarch I to declare 
(Thine is th* undoubted power) or peace or war : 
I uige no more — ^here Solyman attend. 
Let him> who loft his own, thy realm defend ! 
Let him, a welcome mellenger fi-om Heaven, 
To free the Pagans from their fears be given : 
I iafety from my felf alone require ; 
And freedom only from this arm defire. 
Now, while thefe walls the reft in floth detain. 
Let me defcend to combat on the plain : 
Give me to dare the Franks to lingle fight. 
Not as thy champion but a private knighc 

The king reply*d : Though future times demand 
Thy nobler courage, and more needful hand ; 
Yet to thy wifh I ihall not this deny : 
Then, at thy will, fome hoftile chief defy. 

Thus he, Th' impatient youth no longer ftay'd. 
But, turning to the herald, thus he faid. 
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Hafle to the leader of die Franks, and there, m 
Before th* united hoft^ this mefflage bear : 
Say, that a champion> whole fiiperior mind 
Scorns in thefe narrow walls to be confin'd, 
Defires to prove, in cither army*s fight. 
With fpcar and fliield his utmoft force in fight; 
And comes prepar'd his challenge to maintain. 
Betwixt the tents and city, on the plain j 
A gallant proof of arms ! and now defies 
The boldeft Prank that on his ftrength relies. 
Nor one alone amid the hoftile band ; 
The boldeft five that dare his force withftand. 
Of noble lineage, or of vulgar race, 
Unterrified he ftands in field to face : 
The vanquifhM to the viftor's power Ihall yield. 
So wills the law of arms and cuftom of the field. 

Argantes thus. The herald ftraight withdre^^. 
His vary'd furcoat o'er his fhoulders threw, 
And thence to Godfrey's regal prcfcnce went. 
By mighty chiefs furrounded in his tent. 
O prince ! (he cry*d) may here a herald dare. 
Without ofience, his embaflTy declare ? 
To him die chief: Without conftraint or fear. 
In freedom Ipeak, what we as freely hear. 
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The herald then the challenge fierce difdosM^ 135 
Ifl boaftful words and haughty terms composed 
Fir*d at his fpccch the martial bandB appeared, 
And with difiiain the ftern defiance heard; 
Then thus in anfwer pious Godfrey fpeaks : 
A mighty tafk your warrior undertakes ; 
And well I tnift, whatever his boaibd mighty 
One champion may fuffice his arms in fight* 
But let him come 1 I to his will agree $ 
I give him open iidd, and condtid free ; 
And fwciar fome warrior, from oiir Chrifttan band^ 
On equal terms Ihall meet him hand to hand. 
He ccsbM ; the king at arms without delay. 
Impatient, meafurM back his former way; 
From thena, with hafty fteps, the city fought. 
And to the Pagan knight their anfwer brought. 
Arm! valiant chief! (he cry*d) for fight prepare. 
The Chriflian powers accept thy profier'd war : 
Not only, leaders fiim*d demand the fight. 
The meaneft warriors burn to prove their might 
I faw a thoufand threatening looks appear, 
A thoufand hands prepared the fword to rear : 
The chief to thee a lift fecure will yield. 
He ended : When, impatient for the field. 
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Argantes call'd for arms with furious hafte, 159 

And round bis limbs the fteely burthen caft* 

The wary king Clorinda then enjoin'd : 
While he departs^ remain not thou behind ; 
But, with a thoufand arm'd, attend the knight s 
Yet foremoft let him march to equal fight ; 
The care be thine to keep thy troops in fight. 

The monarch fpoke ^ and now the martial train 
Forfook the walls and ifiu'd to the plain. 
AdvancM before the band> Argantes prefs^d 
His foaming fteed, in radiant armour drefs*d. 

Between the city and the camp was found 
An ample fpace of level champaign ground ; 
That feem'd a lift felefted, by defign. 
For valiant chiefs in deeds of arms to join. 
To this the bold Argantes fingly goes, 
And there, defcending, ftands before the foes ; 
Proud in his mighty with giant-ftrength indu*d. 
With threatening looks the diftant camp he viewed: 
So fierce Enceladus in Phlegra fhow*d 1 
So in the vale the huge Philiftine ftood. 
Yet many, void of fear, the knight beheld. 
Nor knew how far his force in arms excell*d. 

Still Godfrey doubted, midft his valiant hoft. 
What knight (hould quell the Pagan s haughty boaft. 
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To Tancrcd's arm (the braveft of the brave) 134 
The great attempt the public favour gave. 
With looks, with whifpers, all declar*d their choice ; 
The chief, by figns, approved the general voice. 
Each warrior now his rival claim withdrew. 
When each the will of mighty Godfrey knew. 
The field is thine 1 (to Tancred then he cried) 
Go ! meet yon Pagan, and chaltife his pride. 
The glorious charge with joy the champion heard, 
A dauntlefs ardour in his looks appeared : 
His (hield and helmet from his fquire he took. 
And, follow*d by a crowd, the vale forfook. 
But ere he reach'd th' appointed lift of fight, 
The martial damfel ' met his eager fight : 
A flowing veft was o*er her armour fpread. 
White as the fnows that veil the mountsun's head: 
Her beaver rcar'd, her lovely fece difclos*d 5 
And on a hill fhe ftood at full expos'd. 

No longer Tancred now the foe efpies, 
(Who rears his haughty vifage to the Ikies) 
But flowly moves his fteed, and bends his fight 
Where ftands the virgin on a neighbouring height : 
The lover to a lifelefs ftatue turns i 
With cold he freezes, and with heat he burns : 

* CLOllIMDAr 
VOU I. N 
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1 

Fix*d in a ftupid gaze^ unmov'd he ftands, 20s 

And now no more the promisM fight demands ! 

Meantime Argantes looks around in vain^ 
No chief appears the combat to maintain. 
Behold I come (he cried) to prove my might 1 
Who dares approach, and meet my arms in fight ? 

While Tancred lofl in deepe£k thought appear*d> 
Nor faw the Pagan> nor his challenge heard^ 
Impetuous Otho fpurrM his foaming horie. 
And enter'd firft the lift with eager courfe. 
This knight, before, by thirfl of gloly fir*d. 
With other warriors to the fight a(pir*d ; 
But yielding then to Tancred*s nobler claim, 
Mix*d with the throng that to attend him came : 
Yet when he thus th* enamoured youth beheld 
All modonleis, negledful of the field. 
Eager he fbrts to attempt the glorious deed ; 
Lefs fwift the tiger^s or the panther's fpeed ! 
Agamft the mighty Saracen he prefs'd. 
Who fudden placed his ponderous fpear in reft. 

But T^^I^OcI nowa recovering fix>m his trance. 
Saw fearlpis Qtho to the fight advance : 
Forbear! the field is uune! (aloud he cries] 
In vain Ik calk, the knight regardlefs flie^ 
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Th* indignant prince beheld^ with rage and ihame ; 
He blufh^d another ihould defraud his name^ * 233 
And reap th' expelled harveft of his fame. 

And now Argantes, from his valiant foe. 
Full on his helm received the mighty blow. 
With greater force the Pagan's javelin ftruck ; 
The pointed fteel thro' Ihield and corielet broke : 
Prone fell the Chriftian thundering on the (and; 
Unmov'd the Sarac6n his feat maintain'd ; 
Andj from on high, inflam'd with lofty pride^ 
Thus to the proftrate knight infulting cried: 
Yield to my arms I fuffice the glory thine 
To dare with me in equal combat join. 
Not fo (cried Otho) are we fram'd to jrield. 
Nor is fo foon the Chriftian courage quellM : 
Let others with excufes hide my fhame^ 
'Tis mine to periih, or avenge my fame ! 

Then like Ak£to, terrible to view. 
Or like Medufa, the Circaffian grew> 
While from his eyes the flalhing lightning flew ! 
Now prove our utmoft force (enrag*d he cries) 
Since thus thou diar'ft our ofier'd grace defpile. 
This faid ; he fpurr'd his fteed, nor heeded more 
Th' eftablifl^'d laws of arms, and knightly lore. 
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The Frank, redring, difappoints the foe, 250 

And> as Argantes pafs'd, direds a blow. 
That to the right defcending, pierced his fide ; 
The fmoking fteel returns with crimfon dyed : 
But what avails it, when the wound inipires 
New force and fury to the Pagan's fires ? 
Argantes, wheeling round with fudden fpeed, 
Direft on Otho urg'd his fiery fteed : 
Th* unguarded foe the dreadfial (hock recciv'd ; 
All pale he fell, at once of fenfe bereav'd : 
StretchM on the earth his quivering limbs were fpread. 
And clouds of darknefs hover*d o*er hiis head. 

With brutal wrath the haughty viftor glow'd. 
And o'er the profirate knight in triumph rode. 
Thus every infolent fhall fall (he cries) 
As he who now beneath my courier lies ! 

But Tancred, who with noble wrath furvey'd 
Th' unknightly cruel a£t, no longer (tay'd i 
Reiblv'd to veil the vanquilh*d warrior's (hame. 
And with his arms retrieve the Chriftian name ; 
He flew, and cried — O thou of impious kind ! 
In conqueft bafe, and infitmous of mind ! 
From deeds like thefe what glory canft thou gain ? 
What praifes from the courteous heart obtain ? 
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Thy manners Aire were fram'd in barbarous lands, 280 
Among th* Arabian thieves, or favage bands! 
Hence! (hun the light; to woods and wilds confin'd^ 
Among thy brethren of the brutal kind! 

He ceas'd. Impatience fwell'd the Pagan's breaft^ 
But eager rage his ftruggling words fupprefs^d : 
He foam'd like beads that haunt the gloomy wood ; 
At length, released, his anger roared aloud, 
like thunder burfting from a diftant cloud. 

Now for the field th' impetuous chiefs prepare, 
And wheel around their courfers for the war. 
O facred Mufe ! inflame my voice with fire. 
And ardour equal to the fight infpire: 
So may my verfe be worthy of th* alarms. 
And catch new vigour from the din of arms I 

The warriors place their beamy fpears in reft 1 
Each points his weapon at the adverfe creft. 
Lefs fwiftly to the goal a racer flies ; 
Lefs fwift a bird on pinions cleaves the Ikies. 
No chiefe for fury could with thefe compare % 
Here Tancred pour*d along, Argantes there ! 
The ipears againft the helms in fhivers broke ; 
A thouland fparks flew diverfe from the ftroke^ 
The mighty conflift Ihook the folid ground^ 
The diftant hills re-echo'd to the found i 
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But fiimly featedy moydcis as a rock, aos 

Each hardy champion bore the dreadful ihock ; 
While either courfer tumbled on the fhitip 
Nor from the field widi Ipeed arofe again. 
The warriors then uniheath*d their ^chions bright^ 
And left their lleeds, on foot to wage the fight* 
Now every pafs with wary hands they prove j 
With watchful eyes and nimble feet they move. 
In every form their pliant limbs they (how ; 
Now wheel, now prefs^ now leem to ihun the foe : 
Now here, now there, the glancing fteel they beod* 
And where they threaten leaft, the flrokes defcend. 
Sometimes they oflFer fome defencelefs part. 
Attempting thus to baffle art with art. 
Tancred^ unguarded by his fword or Ihield, 
His naked fide before the Pagan held : 
To feize th' advantage fwift Argantes clos'd. 
And left himfelf to Tancred's fword expos*d : 
The Chriflian dafh'd the hoftile fled afide. 
And deep in Pagan gore his weapon dyed i 
Then fudden on his gjiard colle6bed ftood : 
The foe, who found his limbs bedew*d with bloody 
Groan*d with unwonted rage, and rais*d on high 
His weighty falchion, with a dreadful cry ; 
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But, ere he (Irikes, another wound alights 329 

Where to die ihotilder-bone the arm unites. 

As die wild boar chat haunts the woods and hills^ 

When in his fide the biting (pear he feelsj 

To fury roiis*d, againft the hunter flies> 

And every peril fcoms, and death defies : 

So hrcs the Saraotn, with wrath on flame 1 

Wound follows wound^ and ihame fucceeds.to ihame; 

While, bumif^ for revenge, without regard 

He (corns his danger, and forgets to ward* 

He raves, he rufhes headlong on the foe. 

With all his ftrength impelling every blow. 

Scarce has the Chriftian time his fword to wields 

Or breathe awhile, or lift his fencing fliield ; 

And all his art can fcarce die knight fecure 

From the dire thunder of Argances* power. 

Tancred, who waits to fee the tempeft ceafe. 
And the firft fory of his foe decreafe. 
Now wards the blows, now circles o*er the plain ; 
But when he fees the Pagan's force remain 
Undr'd with toil, he ^ves his wrath the rein : 
He whirls his falchion ; art and judgment yields 
And now to rage alone relign the field. 
No ftrokes, enforced from either champion, fail $ 
The weapons pierce or fever place and mail. 
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With arms and blood the earth b cover'd o'cr^ 354 
And ftreaming fweat is mixt with purple gore : . 
The fwords, like lightning, dart quick flajhes round; 
And fall» li|j;e thunderbolts^ with horrid found. 
On either hand the gazing people wait, 
And watch the dreadful fight's uncertain fate : 
No motion in th* attentive hod appeared ; 
No voice> no whilper, from the troops was heard : 
'Twixt hope and fear they Hand, and nicely weigh 
The various turns and fortune of the day. 

Thus ftood the war : and now each weary knight 
Had undc.termin*d left the chance of fight ; 
Whe/i. rifing eve her fable veil difplay'd^ 
And wrapt each objeft in furrounding Qiade. 
From either fide a herald bent his way^ 
To part the warriors and fuipend the fray. 
The ope a Franks Arideus was his name ; 
Pindorus one, r^ver'd for wifdom's famcj 
Who with the challenge to the Chriftians came. 
Intrepid thefe before the chie& appear'd^ 
And *twixt the fwords their peaceful fceptres rear*di 
Secured by all the privilege they find 
From ancient rights and cufloms of mankind. 
Ye ggllant warriors ! (thus Pindorus cried) 
Whofe deeds of valour equal praife divide i 
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Here ceafe^ nor with untimely ftrife profane 379 

The facred laws of night's aU-peacefuI reign. 
The fun our labour claims ; with toil oppreft. 
Each creature gives the night to needful reft ; 
And generous fouls difdain the conqucfts made 
In fuUen filence, and nodurnal (hade. 

To him Argantes : With regret I yield 
To quit th* unBnifh'd conteft of the field ; 
Yet would I choofe the day our deeds might view : 
Then (wear my foe the combat to renew. 

To whom the Chriftian : Thou thy promife plight 
Here to return, and bring thy captive knight^; 
EUe fhall no caufe induce me to delay 
Our prefent conSift to a future day. 
This faid ; they fwore. The heralds then decreed 
The day that fhould decide th' important deed i 
Andy dme allowed to heal each wounded knight^ 
Nam'd the fixth morning to renew the fight. 

The dreadful combat long remained impreft 
In every Saracen and Chriftian breaft : 
Each tongue die (kill of either warrior tells ; 
Each dioughty with wonder, on their valour dwells. 
Yet who the prize Ihould gab> on either fide 
The vulgar vary, and in parts divide : 

^ Otbo. 
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If fury fhall from virtue win the field, 403 

Or brutal rage to manly courage yield. 

But fidr Erminia, mov'd above the refl:> 
With growing fears torments her tender bread ; 
She fees the dearcft obje6b of her care 
Expos'd to hazards of uncertain war. 
Of princely lineage canne this haplefs maid. 
From him who Antioch's powerful Iceptre fway'd : 
Buty whiea her ftate by diance of war was loft. 
She fell a captive to the Chriitian hoft. 
Then galUmt Tancred gave her woes relief 
And^ 'midft her country's min, calm*d her grief: 
He gave her freedom> gave her all the ftore 
Of regal treafure flie poiTeis'd before. 
And claimed no tribute of a vi&or's power*. 
The grateful fiur the hero's worth coafefs*d ; 
Love fotnid admittance in her gentle breaft : 
His early, virtues rais'd her firfl: defire ; 
His manly beauty fiuin'd the blamelefs fire. 
In vain her outward fiberty ihe gain'd. 
When, lofl: in fervitude, her foul remained ! 
She quits her conqueror ^th a heavy mind. 
And with regret her prifbn leaves behind. 
But honour chides her Iby (for ipodds ftnfie 
Is ever dear to every virtuous dame). 
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And with her aged mother theqce conftram'd 4m 
Her banifli'd fteps to feek a friendly land ; 

Till at Jerulalem her courfe (he flay'd, 

Where Aladine received the wandering maid. 

Here, foon agata by adverfe fortuoe croft^ 

With tears the virgin moum*d a oioth^ loft. 

Tet not the (brrow for her parentis fsdc. 

Nor all the troubles of ber exiPd ftate. 

Could from her heart her amorous pains remofie. 

Or quench the (bialleft ipark of mig^iy love : 

She loves, and burns! -—Alas, unhappy oiaid! 

No fbothing hopes afford her fufieriags aid : 

She bears within the flanies of fond defire i 

Vain fruitkfi wiibes aU her thoughts infpire ; 

And, while Ihe drives to hide, fhe feeds the ftifled fire. 

Now Tancred near the walls of Sion drew^ 

And, by his prefence, rais'd her hopes anew* 

The reft with terror fee the numerous train 

Of foes unconquer'd on the dufty plain ; 

She clears her brow, her dewy forrow dries, 

And views the warlike bands with cheerful eyes : 

From rank to rank her looks inceflant rove. 

And oft ihe feeks in vain her warrior love : 
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And oft, diftinguifli'd 'midft the field of fight^ 451 
Sht fingles Tancred to her eager fight. 

Join'd with the palace, to the ramparts nigh, 
A (lately caflle rifes in the Iky, 
Whofe lofty head the profpeft wide commands. 
The plain, the mountain, and the Chriftian bands : 
There, fix>m the early beams of morning light, 
Till deepening fliades obfcure the world in night, 
She<fits, and fixing on the camp her eyes. 
She communes with her thoughts, and vents her fighs, 
*Twas thence fhe view'd the fight with beating heart. 
And faw exposed her (bul's far dearer part ; 
Thence, fiU'd with terror and difliafHng care. 
She watch'd the various progrefs of the war $ 
And, when the Pagan raised alofi: his fteel. 
She feem^d herfelf die threatening ftroke to fed. 

When now die virgin heard fome future day 
Was deftin*d to decide th"" unfinifh'd &ay. 
Cold fear in all her veins congeal'd the blood. 
Sighs heav*d her breail, her eyes with fbrrow flow'd % 
And o'er her face a pallid hue was fpread. 
While every fenfe was loft in anxious dread. 
A thoufand horrid thoughts her foul divin'd ; 
In fle^jp a thoufand phantoms fill'd her mind ; 
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Ofc» in her dreams^ the much-Iov'd wsurior lies 475 
All g^fli'd and bleeding ; oft^ with feeble cries^ 
Invokes her aid -, then^ ftardng from her reftj 
Tears bathe her cheeks, and trickled down her bread. 
Nor fears alone of future evils fill 
Her careful hearty (he fears the prefent ill. 
The wounds her Tancred late received in fight 
Difhaft her mind with anguifh and afiright 
Fallacious rumours^ that around are blown, 
Increafe with added lies the truth unknown. 

Taught by her mother's fkill, the virgin knew 
The fecret power of every herb that grew ; 
She knew die force of every myftic (bain. 
To dofe the wound, and eafe the throbbing pain ; 
(In iuch repute the healing arts were held, 
In thefe the daughters of the kings excelled.) 
Fain would Ihe now her cares to Tancred fhow ; 
But hie condemns her to relieve his foe. 
Now was (he tempted noxious plants to choofe. 
And poifon in Argantes* wounds infufe ; 
But foon her pious thoughts the deed difclaim, 
And fcora with treachery to pollute her &me. 
Yet oft (he wifh'd that every herb applied 
Might lofe its wonted power, and virtue tnfi^* 
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She feared not (by fuch various troubles coft) 499 

Alone, ta travel through the adverfe boft ; 

Accuftom'd wars and Qaughtcr to furvcy. 

And all die perils of the wanderer's way: 

Thus ufe to daring had inur'd her mind> 

Beyond the nature of the fofter kind ; 

But mighty love, fuperior to the reft. 

Had quell'd each female terror in her breaft : 

Thus armM, (he durft the fands of Afric trace, 

Amidft the fury of the favage race. 

Though danger ftill and death her foul defpis'd. 

Her virtue> and her better &me> (he prized. 

And now her heart conflicting paflions rend ; 
Thcte love and honour (powerful foes!) contend. 
Thus honour fetm'd to fay : O thou^ whofe mind 
Has ftill been pure> widim my laws confin'd; 
Whom> when a captive 'midft yon hoftile traiiH 
I kept in thought and perfbn clear from ftain ; 
Wilt thoUj now freed> the virgin boaft forego. 
So well prefcrv'd when prilbner to the foe ? 
Ah! what can ralfe fuch fancies in thy breaft i 
Say what thy purpole> what thy hopes fiiggefl^ 
Alone to wander 'midft a foreign race^ 
And with np&umal love thy fex difgcace i 
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Juftly the vi&or Ihall reproach thy name, 579 

Aixl deem thee loft to virtue, as to ihamei 
Wich fcorn Ihall bid thee from his fight removCf 
And bear to vulgar fouls thy proffirr'd love. 

But gentler counfels^ on a difierent part» 
Thus feem*d to whifper to her wavering heart. 

Thou wert not furely of a (avage bom. 
Nor from a mountain's frozen entnuls torn ; 
No adanoant and fteel compofe thy frame ; 
Defpife not then love's pleafing dart and flame. 
And blufli not to confeis a lover's name. 
G09 and obey the didbites of thy mind-^ 
But wherefore fhouldft thou feign thy knight unkind i 
Like thine his fighs may heave, his tears may flow 1 
And wilt not thou thy tender aid beftow ? 
Lo! Tancrcd's life (u^;rateful!} runs to wafie. 
While on another all thy cares are plac'd ! 
To cure Argantes then thy fldU apply. 
So by his arm may thy deliverer die! 
Is this the fervice to his merits due ? 
And canft thou fuch a luteful taflc purfue? 
O think what traniports muft thy bofom feelj 
Thy Tancred's wounds> widi lenient hand, (;o heal 
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Think, when thy pious care his health retrieves, 546 
Life's welcome gift from thee the youth receives ! 
Thou ihalt with him in every virtue Ihare, 
With him divide his future fame in war ; 
Then (hall he claip thee to his grateful breaf):. 
And nuptial ties fhall make thee ever bleit : 
Thou ihalt be. (hown to all, and happy nam'd. 
Among the Latian wives and matrons &m*d ; 
In that fair land where martial valour reigns^ 
And where religion pure her feat maintains. * 

With hopes like thefe allured, th* unthinking maid 
A flattering fcene of future blifs had laid : 
But ftill a thoufand doubts perplexing rife^ 
What means for her departure to devife. 
The guards, incelTant, near the palace ftand. 
And watch the portals, and the walls command ; 
Nor dare, amid the hazards of the war. 
Without fome weighty caufe the gates unbar. 

Full oft Enninia, to beguile her cares. 
The dme in converfe with Clorinda ihares : 
With her each weftern fun beheld the maid. 
Each rifing morn the friendly pair furvey'd ; 
And when in gloomy fhade the day was clos'd. 
Both in one bed their weary limbs repos'd. 
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One fccret only, treafur'd in her brcaft, 570 

The fond Erminia from her friend fupprefs'd; •. ^ 
With cautious fear her love Ihe ftill concealed; 
But when her plaints her inward pains revealed. 
She to a different caufe aflign'd her woe. 
And for her ruin*d ftate her forrows fecm'd to flow. 

Through every chamber of the martial maid. 
By friendihip privileged^ Erminia ftray'd. 
One day it chanc*d, intent on many a thought. 
The royal fair her friend's apartment fought ; 
Clorinda abfent, there her anxious mind 
Revolved the means to eiFe& her flight defign'd. 
While various doubts, by turns, the dame diflrefi'd, . 
Aloft fhe marked Clorinda's arms and veil : 
Then to herfelf^ with heavy fighs, fhe faid : 
How blcfl above her feX the warrior maid ! 
How does her flate, alas ! my ei\vy raife i 
Yet not. for female boaft, or beauty's praifc. 
No length of fweeping veft her ftep reftrains ; 
No envious cell her dauntlefs foul detains : 
But, cloth'd in fhining fteel, at wiU fhe roves ; 
Nor fear with-holds, nor confcious fhame reproves. 
Why did not Heaven with equal vigour flame 
My fbfler limbs, and fire my heart to fame ? 
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So might I turn the female robe and veil 594 

To the bright helmet and the jointed mail : 

My love would change of heat and cold defpiicy 

And all the feaibns of inclement ilqes^ 

In arms alone, or with my martial train, 

By day or night to range on yonder plain. 

Thy willj Argantes^ then thou hadll not gain'd. 

And with my lord the combat firft maintained : 

This hand had met, and ah ! that happy hour 

Perchance had made him prifbner to my power : 

So from his loving foe he ihould fuftain 

A gende fervitude and eafy chain : 

So might my foul awhile forget to grieve. 

And Tancred's bonds Erminia's bonds relieve. 

Elfe had his hand this panting bofom gor'd. 

And through my heart impeU*d the ruthlefs fwordj 

Thus had my deareft foe my peace reftor'd ! 

Then had theie eyes in lading fleep been laid> 

While the dear vidor o'er the fenielefs dead. 

Perchance, with pitying tears, had mourn'd my doom, 

And given thefe limbs the honours of a tomb I — 

But ah ! I wander, loft in fond deiire, 

And fruitlefs wiihes fruidefs thoughts infpire i 

Then (hall I ftill refide with anguiih here> 

In abjciSt ftate, the flave of female fear ^ 
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no !— confide, my foul, refolve and dare : 619 
Can I not once the warrior's armour bear i 

Tcs — Love ihall give the ftrength th* attempt requires ; 
Ljovcy that the weakeft with his force inipires ; 
That even to dare impels the timorous hind— ^ 
But *tis no martial thought that fills my mind : 

1 leek, beneath Clorinda's arms conceaPd, 
To pals the gates unqueftion'd to the field* 
O love ! the fraud, thy felf infpir'd, attend ! 
And fortune with propitious fmiles befriend! 

'Tis now the hour for flight — (what then detains?) 
While with the king Clorinda ftill remains. 

Thus fix'd in her refolves, th' impatient maid. 
By amorous pafljon led, no longer ftay'd; 
But to her near apartment thencd repairs. 
And with her all the (hining armour bears. 
No prying eyes were there her deeds to view^ 
Vor when (he came the menial train withdrew; 
While night, that theft and love alike befriends. 
To allift the deed her fable veil extends. 

Soon as the virgin faw the ftars arife. 
That faindy glimmer'd through the duflcy ikies. 
She caU'd;^ in fecret, her defign to aid, 
A fquire of faith approved, and favoured maid!; 

o 2 
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To thefe in part her purpofe (he reveal'd^ . 643 

But^ with feign'd tale$» the caufe of flight conceal'd. 
The trufty Iquire preparM^ with ready care» 
Whate'er was needful for the wandering fair. 
Meantime Erminia had her robes unbound^ 
That^ to her feet defcending, fwept the ground. 
Now, in her veft, the lovely damfel lhin*d 
With charms fuperior to the female kind. 
In ftubborn (ieel her tender limbs fhe drefs'd. 
The mafly helm her golden ringlets prefs'd : 
Next in her feeble hand (he graip*d the (hield, 
A weight too nughty for her ftrength to wield. 
Thusy clad in arms^ (he darts a radiant light 
With all the dire magnificence of (ight! 
Love prefent laugh'd, as when he view'd of old 
The female weeds Alcides' bulk enfold. 
Heavy and flow, (he moves along with pain ; 
And fcarce her feet th' unwonted load fuftain. 
The faithful damfel by her fide attends. 
And with aflifting arm her ftep befriends. 
But love her (pirits and her hopes renews. 
And every trembling limb with ftrength indues : 
Till, having reached the fquire, without delay 
They mount their ready ftecds, and take their way-^ 
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Difguis'd they pafs^d amid die gloomy night, 667 

And fought the filent paths obfcur'd from fi^t; 

Yet fcatter*d foldicrs here and there they fpy'd. 

And faw the gleam of arms on every fide. 

But none attempt the virgin to moleft 3 

All know her armour, even by night confefs'dj 

The fnow-white mantle and the dreadful creft. 

Erminia, though her doubts were partly eas'd. 
Yet found not all her troubled thoughts appeas'd $ 
She fear*d difcovery, but her fears fupprefs*d. 
And reach'd the gates, and thus the guard addrefs'd : 
Set wide the portal, nor my fteps detain, 
CommifTion'd by the king, 1 feek the plab. 
Her martial garb deceived the foldiers' eyes 1 
Her female accents favour*d the diiguife. 
The guards obey'd ; and, through the gate, in haftc, 
The princefs, widi her two attendants, pa(s*d ; 
Thence from the city • walk, with caution, went 
Obliquely winding down the hill's defcent 

Now fafe at diftance in a lonely place, 
Erminia checked awhile her courfer*s pace. 
Efcap*d the former perils of the night. 
No guards, no ramparts now to obftruft heir fli^t; 
With thought mature Ihe ran her purpofe o*er. 
And weighed the dangers lightly weighM before. 
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More arduous far Ihe faw th* attempt would prove ^2 

Than firft appeared to her defiring love : 

Too rafli it feem'd, amidft a warlike foe. 

In fearch of peace, with hoftile arms to go: 

For ftill fhe purposed to conceal her name^ 

Till to the prefencc of her knight flie came* 

To him flie wilh'd to ftand reveal*d alone, 

A fecret lover, and a friend unknown ! 

Then ftopp'd the fair, and now, more heedful made. 

Thus to her fquire, with better counfel, faid. 

'Tis thou, my friend ! who muft, with ^>eed and care. 
To yonder tents my deftin'd way prepare. 
Go— let Ibme guide dire£t thy doubtful eyes. 
And bring thee where the wounded Tancred lies. 
To him declare, there comes a friendly maid. 
Who peace demands, and brings him healing aid ; 
Peacc--(for the war of love now fills my mind) 
Whence he may health, and I may comfort find. 
Say, that, with him fecure from fcorn or fhame, 
A virgin to his faith commits her fame. 
In fecret this— If more the knight require. 
Relate no further, but with Ipeed retire. 
Here will I fafcly wait— So fpokc the maid; 
Her mcffenger at once the charge obeyed ; 
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He Ijpurr'd his courfcr, and the trenches gain'd^ yis 
And friendly entrance from the guard obtained : 
Conduded then, the wounded chief he fought, 
Who heard, with joy, the pleafing meflage brought. 
The fquire now leaves the knight to doubts refign*d^ 
(A thouiand thoughts revolving in his mind) 
To bring the welcome tidings to the fair. 
That ihe, concealM, may to the camp repair. 
Meanwhile the dame, impatient of his ftay^ 
Whole eager wiihes fear the leaft delay. 
Counts every ftep, and meafures oft in vain 
The fancied diftance 'twixt the camp and plain : 
And oft her thoughts the mefTenger reprove. 
Too flow for the defires of ardent love ! 
At length, advancing to a neighbouring height^ 
The foremoft tents falute her longing fight 

Now was the night in flarry luflre feen^ 
And not a cloud obfcur'd the blue ferene : 
The rifing moon her filver beams difplay*d. 
And deck*d with pearly dew the dufky glade. 
With anxious foul, th* enamour 'd virgin flrays 
Fron^ thought to thought, in love's perplexing maze; 
And vents her tender plaints, and breathes her figha 
To aU the filent fields and coofdous fkies. 
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Then^ fondty gazing on the can)p, (he faid : f 40 
Yc Latian tcnte, by mc widi joy furvcy'd 1 
From you^ methinks, the gales more gently blow^ 
And feem already to relieve n)y woe ! 
So may kind Heaven afford a milder ftate 
To this unhappy life, the fport of fate! 
As 'tis from you I leek to afluage my care. 
And hope alone for peace in fcenes of war! 
Receive me then ! — and may my wifhes find 
That blifs, which love has promis'd to my mind j 
Which even my worft of fortune could afford. 
When made the captive of my deareft lord ! 

1 feek not now, infpir'd with fancies vain. 
By you my regal honours to regain : 

Ah no ! — Be this my happinels and pride. 
Within your Ihelter humbly to refide ! 

So ipoke the haplefs fair, who litde knew 
How near her fuddcn change of fortune drew 5 
For, penfive while fhe flood, the cloudlefs mocfn 
Full on th' unheedfiil maid with fplendor fhone ; 
Her fhow- white vefture caught the filver beam ; 
Her polilh'd arms returned a trembling gleam ; 
And on her lofty crcft, the tigrefs rais'd. 
With all the terrors of Clorinda blaz'd. 
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When lo ! (fo wiird her fate) a. numerous band y64 
Of Chriftian fcouts were ambuih'd near at hand ; 
Diipatch'd to impede the paflage^ o*er the pkin, 
Of fheep and oxen to the Pagan train. 
Thefe Polypheraes and Alcander guide^ 
Two Latian brediren, who the talk divide. 

Young Polyphemes» who had &en his lire 
Beneath Clorinda's thundering arm e:q3ire9 
Soon as his eyes the dazzling veft furvey'd^ 
Confels'd the feoiUance of the martial maid i 
He iir'd his crew ; and, heedlels of control^ 
Gave loofe to all the fury of his ibul$ 
Take this ! and pcrifli, by my weapon flain«* 
He faid ; and huri*d his lance» but hurled in vain. 

As when a hind^ oppre(s*d with toil and heat, 
To fome clear fpring direfts her weary fett ; 
If, as ihe thinks to eafe her Minting limbs 
In the cool (hade, and drink the cryftal ftreams^ 
The fatal hounds arrive ; Ihe takes her flighty 
And all her thirft is loft in wild afiiighc. 

Thus ihe, who hop*d ibme kind relief to prove. 
And fought to allay the burning thiril of love. 
Soon as die warriors, clad in ffceel, appear. 
Forgets her former thoughts in fiidden fear : 
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She flies> nor dares th* approaching danger ifieeti jw 
The plain re-echoes widi her courier's feeu 
Widi her di' attendant IBies ; the ragii^ knight, 
Firft of the band, purfues the virgin's flight. 

Now from the tents the &ithfiil fquire repairs. 
And to the dame his tardy tidings bears ; 
Struck with like fear, he gives his fteed the rem, 
And all are fcatter^d diverfe o'er the plain. 
Alcander ftill, by cooler prudence fway'd, 
Fix*d at his ftadon, all the field furvey'd ; 
A meflage to the camp he fent with Ipeed, 
That not the lowing ox, nor woolly breed. 
Nor prey like thefe was feen ; but, fmit with fear. 
That fierce Clorinda fled his brother's fpear. 
Nor could he think that Ihe, no private knight. 
But one who bore the chief command in fight. 
At fuch a dme would ifliie fi-om the gate, 
Without fome public weighty caufe of flate : 
But Godfrey's wifdom muft th' adventure weighs 
And what he bade Alcander fhould obey. 

Soon to the camp the flying tidings came. 
But firft the Latian tents received the fame. 
Tancred, whole foul the former mefliige mov'd,. 
Now felt new terrors for the maid he lov*d. 
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To mt (ht C17M) Ihe caine> with pious care, 812 
Alas ! for me this danger threats the fair ! 
Then of his heairy arms a part he takes. 
He mounts his courier, and the tent foriakes 
With iilent hafte -, and, where the track he 'ipies. 
With furious courie along the champaign flies. 
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BOOK VII. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Erminia, flying from the Chriftian guard, if received bj a 
ibepherd. Tancred, who porfaed her, fappofing her to be 
Cloiinda, falk into Armlda's fnare, and is made prifoner in 
het cafile. In the mean time Argante8> on the appcnnted day, 
enters the lift to finifh the combat with Tancred.' Tancred 
being abfent, none of the warriors have the coarage to fuppljr 
his place. Godfrey reproaches their pafillanimity, and refolves 
himfelf to meet Argantes. Raymond diifuades him. Manj 
others then, filled with emulation, are defirous to engage* 
They caft lots 3 and the lot falls on Raymond. He enters the 
lift^ and, aflifted by his guardian angel, has the advantage of 
Argantes ; when Beelzebub incites Oradiae to wound Raymond^ 
and thus breaks off the combat. A general battle enfues. The 
Pagans are almoft defeated 5 but the infernal powen raifing a 
ftonn> the fortune of the; day is changed. Godfrey, with his 
army, retires to his entrenchmenu. 
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BOOK VIL 



AIeanwhilb the courier with Erminia ftray'd' 
Through the thick covert of a woodland (hade : 
Her trembling hand the rein no longer guides^ 
And through her veins a chilling terror g^des. 
By winding paths her fteed puriu'd his flight. 
And bore at length the virgin far from fight. 

a MeamMIe the oomrfer tvitk Enmma firttfd^ In my notei to 
Ariofto, Book i. I have pointed out that this flight of Erminia 
is cloiely copied irom the flight of Angelica^ and that hoth 
the Italian poets were afterwards followed by Spenfer in his 
accoont of FlorimeL The beginning of this book exhibits 
one of the moft beautiful paftoral fcenes in any language. 
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As, after long and toilfome chace in vain, 7 

The panting dogs unwilling quit the plain^ 
If chance the game their eager fearch elude^ 
Concealed in (belter of the favouring wood : 
So to the camp the Chriftian knights return^ 
While rage and (hame in every vifage bum. 
Still flies the damfel, to her fears relign*d^ 
Nor dares to cait a tranfient look behind. 



Milton was not infenfible to facfa poetry, and, in the following 
▼erfes, may be thought to transfufe fome ideas from the 
Italian. 

Now toam her roCj fleps in th' eaftern dime 
Advandngy fow'd the earth with orient pearU 
When Adam wak*d : fo caftom*d, for his ileep 
Was airy Hght, from pure digefUon bred. 
And temperale vapoon Uand* wfaidi th* only found 
Of leaves and fnming rills, Aurora's fan. 
Lightly difpers'd, and the fhrill matin fong 
Of birds on every bough— 

Parad. Lost, Book v. ver. 1. 

Non fi defio fin die garrir gli augelli 

Non fenti lieti e ialutar gli albori, 

£ mormorar il fiume, e gli arbofcelli, 

£ cond Fonda fcherzar Faura e co i fiori ; 

Apre i languidi oodii— — - 

Stanxa r. ver. 39 of the Tranflfltioo. 
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All night ihe fled, and all di* enfuing day, 15 

Her tears and iighs companions of her way : 
But when bright Phcebus from his golden wain 
Had loos*d his fteeds, and funk beneath the main. 
To facred Jordan's cryftal flood flic came ; 
There flray'd her courfe, and refl»d near his ilream. 
No nourifliment her fainting ftrength renew'd. 
Her woes and tears fupply'd the place of food. 
But fleep, who with oblivious hand can clofe 
Unhappy mortals' eyes in foft repofe. 
To eafe her grief, his gentle tribute brings, 
And o'er the vir^ fpreads his downy wings : 
Yet love ftill breaks her peace with mournful theme^ 
And haunts her flumbers with diflrading dreams. 
She fleeps, rill, joyful at the day's return. 
The feathePd choirs falute the break of morn; 
Till rifing zephyrs whifper through the bowers. 
Sport with the ruffled ftream and painted flowers 1 
Then opes her languid eyes, and views around 
The fliepherds' cots amid the fylvan ground : 
When, 'twixt the river and the wood, (he hears 
A found, that calls agam her fighs and tears. 
But foon her plaints are fl:oppM by vocal flxains, 
Mix'd with the rural pipes of village fwains : 

VOL* I. P 
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She rofe, and (aw, beneath the Ihady grove, 39 

An aged fire that ozier balkets wove : 
His flocks around him grazed the meads along. 
Three boys befide him tun'd their ruftic fong. 

Scar'd at th' unufual gleam of armour bri^t. 
The harmleis band were feiz'd with fudden fright. 
But fair Erminia foon difpels their fears ; 
From her bright £ice the fliining helm (he rears -, 
And undi%Dis'd her golden hair appears. 
Purfue your gende taflcs with dread unmoved, 
O happy race ! (flie cry'd) of Heaven beloy'd ! 
Not to difturb your peace thefe arms I be^, 
O* check your tuneful notes with founds of war. 
Then thus«— O father! 'midft tfaefe rude alarms, 
When all the country biams with horrid.arms. 
What power can here your Uifsful licats eniure. 
And keq> you from the foldiers' rage &cure ? 

To whom the fwain : No dangers here, my fon, 
As yet my kindred or my flock have known : 
And thefe abodes, removed to diflance hr. 
Have ne'er been ftarded wkh the din of war. 
Or whether Heaven, with more peculiar grace. 
Defends the ihepherds* kiio^nfive race : 
Or, as the thunder fcorns the vale bdow. 
And Ipends its ftiry on the mountain's brow ; 
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So faUs alone the rage of foreign fwords 64 

On fceptred princes and on mighty lords. 

No greedy ibldiers here for plunder wait, 

Lur'd by our poverty and abjeft ftate : 

To others abjeft ; but to me fo dear. 

Nor regal power, nor wealth is worth my carew 

No vain ambitious thoughts my foul moleft. 

No avarice harbours in my quiet breaft. 

From limpid ftreams my draught is well fupply'di 

I fear no poifbn in the wholefome tide. 

My little garden and my flock afford 

Salubrious viands for my homely board. 

How little, juftly weighed, our life requires ! 

For fimple nature owns but few defires. 

Lo ! there my (bns (no menial flaves I keep) 

The &ithful guardians of their father's fheep. 

Thus in the groves I pafs my hours away> 

And fee the goats and flags around me play; 

The fifhes through the cryflal waters glide. 

And birds with wings the yielding air divide. 

There was a time (when early youth inlpires 

The mind of erring man with vain defires) 

I fcom*d in lowly vales my flock to feed. 

And from my native foil and country fltd. 
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At Memphis once I liv'd ; and, highly grac'd, 88 
Among the monarch's houfehold train was placed : 
And, though the gardens claim'd my cares alone. 
To me the wicked arts of courts were known. 
There long I ftay'd, and irkfome life endur'd, 
StiU by ambition*s empty hopes allur'd : 
But when, with Bowery prime, thofc hopes were fled. 
And reftlefs pafiions with my youth were dead ; 
Once more I wifh'd to live an humble fwain. 
And iigh*d for my forfaken peace again ; 
Then bade adieu to courts; and, free from flrife. 
Have fince in woods enjoy 'd a blifsful life. 

While thus he Ipoke, Erminia filent hung 
In fix*d attention on his pleafing tongue : 
His fage difcourfes, on her heart imprefs*d, 
AIIuag*d the tempeft of her troubled bread: 
Till, after various thoughts, the princely maid 
Refolv*d to dwell beneath the lonely fhade ; 
At leaft, fo long fequeftcr'd to refidc, 
Till fortune (hould for her return provide. 

Then to the hoary fwain her fpecch fhe movM : 
O happy man ! in fortune's frowns approved : 
If Heaven unenvying view thy peaceful (lace. 
Let pity touch thee for my haplefs fate : 
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Ah! deign to take me to your pleafing (eat; 112 

To me how grateful were this kind retreat! 
Perhaps thefe lonely groves may eafe in part 
The mournful burthen of my fwelling heart. 
If gold or jewels can allure thy mindj 
(Thofe idols fb ador'd by human kind!) 
From me thy foul may all its wifhes find. 

Then, while her lovely eyes with forrows flow. 
She half reveals the ftory of her woe : 
The gentle fwain her talc with pity hears. 
Sighs back her grief, and anfwers tears with tears : 
With kindly words .confoles th* afflided fair. 
At once receives her with a father's care. 
And thence condufb her to his ancient wife. 
The faithful partner of his humble life. 

And now (her mail unbraced) the royal maid 

In ruftic weeds her graceful limbs array'd ; 

But, in her courtly looks and beauteous mien, 

Appeared no tenant of the fylvan fccne. 

No drcls could veil the luftre of her eyes. 

No outward form her princely air difguife : 

«• 
A fecret charm, and dignity innate 

Each aA exalted of her lowly ftate. 

She drives the flock to pafture on the plain. 

And, with her crook, conducts to fold again : 
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From the rough teat^ Ihe drew the milky ftream, 137 
And prefs'd in circling vats the curdled cream. 

Oft, when beneath fonoe (bady grovc*s retreat 
The flocks are Ihelter'd from meridian heat. 
On the fmooth beechen rind the penfive dame 
Carves in a thoufand forms her Tancred*s natnc j 
Oft on a thoufand plants infcribes her ftate. 
Her dire diftrcfs, and love*s difaftrous fate ; 
And, while her eyes her own fad lines perufe, 
A Ihower of tears her lovely face bedews. 
Then thus fee cries— Ye friendly trees! retain 
My ftoried ibrrows, and declare my pain : 
Should e'er, beneath your grateful ibade, refide 
Some love-fick youth in true afFedtion tried; 
His heart may learn with friendly grief to glow. 
Touched by my fad variety of woe ; 
So may he Love and Fortune's rigour blame, 
That thus reward a virgin's conilant flame. 
If e'er indulgent Heaven vouchfefe to hear 
The tender wiihes of a lover's prayer : 



t ■ ■ 



«• 



b From the rough teat — "^ The Italian. comQientator juftly ob- 
ferves, that the poet has very happily expreifed the fimple em-* 
ployment of making cheeies. 

—da rirfute mamme il latte preme, 
Kn giro accoltp.pd 1q itriDge infienQe* 
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Even he may haply to thefc dwellings rove, 157 

Who heeds not now forlorn Erminia's love ; 
And, calling on the ground his pitying eyes. 
Where clos'd in earth this breathlefe body lies ; 
May to my fufFerings yield a late return. 
And with a pious tear my fortune mourn. • 
Thus, if my life was never doom'd to reft. 
At leaft in death my fpirit fhall be bleft ; 
And my cold afhes (hall the bliis receive, 
Which here relentlels Fate refus*d to give ! 

Thus to the fenfeleis trunks her pains (he told. 
While down her cheek the copious forrows roIFd. 

Tancred, meantime, the damfel's flight purfu'd. 
And, guided by the track, had reach'd the wood : 
But there the trees fo thick a gloom difplay*d^ 
He rov'd uncertain through the dafky fhade. 
And now he liftens with attentive ear. 
The noife of fteeds or found of arms to hear. 
Each bird or beaft that ruftles in the brakes. 
Each whifpering breeze his amorous hope awakes. 
At length be leaves the wood : the favouring moon 
Direfls his wandering fteps through paths unknown. 
A fudden noife at diftance feems to rife. 
And thkhcr ftraight th' impatient warrior flics. 
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And now he comes where, from a rock diftills isi 
A plenteous ftream that falls in lucid rills ; 
Then down a ftecp th* united waters flow. 
And murmur in the verdant banks below. 
Here Tancred call'd aloud : in vain he cried ; 
No founds fave echo, to his voice reply'd. 
Meanwhile he faw the gay Aurora rife. 
And rofy bluihes kindling in the (kits : 
Inly he groan 'd, accuTing Heaven, that held 
The flying damfel from his fearch concealed ; 
And vow'd his vengeance on the head to bend 
Whofe ralhnefs fliould the much-lov*d maid ofiend. 
At length the knight, though doubtful of the way, 
Refolv'd to fcek the camp without delay; 
For near at hand the deflinM morning drew. 
That with Argantes mull his fight renew. 
When, iflfuing from a narrow vale, he Ipy'd 
A meflfenger, that feem*d on ipeed to ride, 
ETis crooked horn depending at his fide. 
Tancred from him demands the ready way 
To where encamp'd the Chriftian army lay. 
Then he — Thou foon from me the path may'ft know^ 
DifpatchM by Bcemond to the camp I go. 
Th' unwary knight the guileful words bcliev'd. 
And followed, by his uncle's name deceived. 
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And now they came to whercj amidfl: a flood 206 
Obfcene with filth, a (lately caftle flood ' ; 
What time the fun withdrew his cheerful lights 
And fought the fable caverns of the night. 
At once the courier blew a founding blafl^ 
And fudden o'er the moat the bridge was call. 
Here^ if a Latian (faid the wily guide) 
Thou may*ft at eafe till morning dawn refide : 
Three days are pafl fince from the Pagan band 
Cofenza's valiant e^rl this caflle gained 

He ceas*d : The warrior all the fort furvey'd. 
Impregnable by art and nature made ; 
Awhile he paus'd^ fufpcSing in his mind 
In fuch a place fome fecret fraud to find : 
But, long to dangers and to toils inur^d^ 
He flood undaunted^ in himfelf lecur'd ; 
Rcfolv*d, whatever or choice or chance procure. 
His own right arm his fafety fhould enfure : 
But now another tafk his fword demands. 
And from each new attempt refbain; his hands. 

Before the caftle^ clofe befide the flood. 
In deep fuipenfe awhile the hero flood; 



iftaiefy caftle flood \\ The following paiXage bears a nearer 
refemblance to the romances of chivalrj than any part of the, 
podm, and is much in the fpirit of Arioflo. 
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Nor o'er the ftream the doubtful pailage tricd^ 22a 
Though oft invited by his treacherous guide: 
When fudden on the bridge a knight was feen 
All fheath'd in arms^ of fierce and hau^ty mien -, 
His naked falchion, held aloft^ he (hook. 
And thus in loud and threatening accents fpoke. 

O thou ! who thus haft reach'd Armida's land, 
Or led by choice^ or by thy face conftnun'd^ 
Hope noc to fly— be here thy fword refign'd. 
And let thy hands ignoble fetters bind i 
This caftle enter, and the laws receive, 
The laws our fovereign miftrefs deigns to give: 
And ne'er exped^ for length of rolling years. 
To view the light of heaven or golden ftars, 
Unlefs thou fwear, with her aiibciate->train. 
To war on all that Jssus' fiiith maintain. 

He (aid ; and, while his voice betray'd the knight, 
On the known armour Tancred fix'd his fight. 
Rambaldo this, who with Armida came. 
Who, for bcr bkc, embraced the Pagan name; 
And now was feen in arms to aflert her caufe. 
The bold defender of her impious laws. 
With holy zeal th' indignant warrior burn'd, 
And to the fo^ this anfwer foon return'd. «^ 
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Lo ! impious wretch ! that Tancred now appears. 
Who ilill for Christ his faithful weapon wears i 253 
His champion! taught by him the foes to qudlj 
That dare againft his facred word rebel 
Soon ihalt thou find in me thy fcourge is given. 
And own this hand the minifter of Heaven. 

Confounded at his name th* apoftate ftood ; 
Swift vaniih*d £:om his cheek the frighted blood : 
Yet thu% with courage feigned, he m;ide reply : 
Why com*jl thou, wretch ! predeftin'd here to die ? 
Here (hall thy lifelefs limbs on earth be ipread. 
And, fever'd from the trunk, thy worthlefs head 
Soon to the leader of the Franks I'll fend. 
If fortune, as of old, my arms befriend. 

While thus he fpoke, the day its beams withdrew, 
And deeper ihades obfcur'd the doubtful view 2 
When ftrait a thoufand lamps refplendent blaze. 
And all the cafUe fhines with ftarry rays. 
Armida plac'd aloft (herfelf conceaFd) 
Heard all th^ conteil, and the knights beheld, 
Th' undaunted hero for the fight prepares, 
CoUefts his courage an^ his falchion bares y 
Nor kept his ileed, but leaping frojn his feat, 
Appij^acb'd on equal terms die foe to meet. 
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The foe advanced on foot, and held before 276 

His fencing fliield ; his head the helmet wore; 
In aft to ftrike the naked ileel he bore. 
To him with dauntlefs pace the prince drew nigh, 
Rage in his voice, and lightning in his eye. 
The wary Pagan wheels his fteps afar, 
Now feems to ftrike, and now to Ihun the war. 
Tancred, though weak with many a former wound, 
Though lately fpent with toil, maintain'd his ground; 
And, where Rambaldo Ihrunk, his fteps he prcfs'd. 
And oft the fword before his face addrefs*d 
With threatening point ; but chiefly bent his art. 
To aim the wounds at every vital part 
/ His dreadful voice he raised at every blow. 

And pour'd a furious tempeft on the foe : 
Now here, now there, the foe deceives his eyes. 
With fword and fliield to ward the danger tries. 
And from th' impending fteel elufive flics. 
Yet not fo fwift the Pagan can defend. 
But fwifter far the Chriftian*s ftrokes defcend. 
Rambaldo's arms were now with blood bedew*d. 
His fliield was broken, and his helmet hew'd : 
While in his heart contending paflions ftrove, 
Remorfe> and fear^ and fliame, revenge and lovok 
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At length, impelled by fury and defpair, 300 

To prove the utmoft fortune of the war, 
EGs buckler call afide, with either hand 

He graip*d his falchion, yet with blood unftainM ; 
Then, inftant doling, urg'd the vengeful flecl : 
On Tancred's thigh the furious weapon fell^ 
And through the mail infix'd a ghaftly wound -, 
His helmet next the Pagan's falchion found ; 
The helmet, ftruck, returned a ringing found. 
The caique fuflain'd the ftroke, with temper fleel'd. 
Beneath the force the daggering warrior reel'd 1 
But, foon recovering, gnafh*d his teeth with ire. 
While from his eye-balls flafli'd avenging fire ! 

And now Rambaldo durft no longer wage 
The doubtful fight with Tancred*s rifing rage : 
His ftarded ear the hiffing fword confefs'd ; * 
He deem'd the point already in his breaft : 
He fees, he flies the blow : th' impetuous fteel 
With erring force againft a column fell 
Befide the flood -, beneath the furious ftroke 
The marble in a thoufand fhivers broke. 
Swift to the bridge di* afFrighted traitor flies ; 
In fwiftnefs all his hope of fafety lies : 
Him Tancrcd chac'd, and ftep by ftep impelled; 
Now o*er his back the threatening fword he held : 
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When lo ! (the trembling Pagan's flight to (hield) 325 

A fudden darknefs cover'd all the field : 

At once the lamps were vanifli'd from the fight 5 

* 

At once the moon and (tars withdrew their light. 

No more the vi6kor could his he purfiic. 

In gloom of fi^iendly night concealed from view. 

His eyes in vain explored the ms^c (hade, 

While unfecure with doubtful feet he ftrajr'd. 

Unconfcious where he pafs*d^ with lucklefs tread 

He entered at a gate, as fortune led ; 

But fudden heard the portal closed behind, 

And found himfelf in prifon drear confined. 

So the mcutc race from troubled waves retreat. 

To feck in peaceful bays a milder feat, 

And heedlefs enter in the fiital Ihare, 

Where fifters place their nets with guileful care. 

The gallant Tancred prifoner thus remained. 
By ftrange enchantment in the fort detain*d ; 
In vain to force the gate his flrength he tried. 
The ftrongcr gate his utmoft pains defy'd : 
And foon a voice was heard — " Attempt no more, 
" Armida's captive now, to efcape her pow> ! 
" Here live; nor fear that death fhould prove thy doom, 
" Here living fentenc'd to a doleful tombr 
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Th* indignant knight his rifing grief fupprefs^d, 349 
Yet groanM full deeply from his inmoft breaft ; 
Accufing love, from whence his errors roie^ 
Himfelf^ his fortune^ and his treacherous foes. 
Thus oft in whiipers to himfelf he mourns : 
To me no more the cheerful fun returns ! 
Yet that were little— thefc unhappy eyes 
Muft view no more the fun of beauty rife } 
No more behold Clorinda*s charms again^ 
Whole power alone can eafe a lover's pain! 
The dellin*d combat then his mind aflail*d ; 
Too much (he cry'd) my honour here has fail'd : 
WeU may Aiigantes now deipife my name -, 
O ftain to glory ! O eternal ihame ! 

While thoughts like thefe diftradcd Tancrcd*s breaft, 
Argantes fcom'd the downy plumes of reft : 
Difcord and ftrife bis cruel (bul employ ; 
Fame all his wifh^ and flaughter all his joy? 
And ere his wounds are heaFd^ he burns to view 
Th* appointed day, the combat to renew. 
The night before the morn for fight defign*d. 
The Pagan fcarce to Deep his eyes inclined : 
While yet the Ikies their lable mantle fpread, 
Ere yet a beam difclos'd the mountain's head^ 
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He rofcj and caird for arms ; his 'fquire prepares^ sfs 

And to his lord the radiant armour bears -, 

Not that he woht to wear; a nobler load, 

A coftly gift, the monarch this beftow'd. 

Eager he fciz'd, nor gaz*d the prefent o'er. 

His limbs, with eafe, the maflfy burthen bore. 

He girt the trufty falchion to his fide; 

Full well in many a dangerous combat tried. 

As ihaking terrors from his blazing hair, 

A fanguine comet gleams through dulky air. 

To ruin ftates, and dire difeafes fpread^ 

And baleful light on purple tyrants fhed : 

So flam'd the chief in arms, and Iparkling ire. 

He roird his eyes fuffus'd with blood and fire : 

His dreadful threats the firmcft hearts controlled. 

And with a look he withered all the bold : 

With horrid (hout he (hook his naked blade, 

And fmote th* impreffive air and empty fhade. 

Soon fhall the Chriftian chief (aloud he cries) 
Who dares with me in fight dilpute the prize, 
Vanquifh'd and bleeding, prefs the hoftile land, 
And foil his flowing trefles in the fand ! 
Spite of his God, he living (hall furvey 
This hand, unpitying, rend his fpoils away. 
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Then (hall his prayers in vain a grave implore, 397 
Th< dogs his mangled carSafe fliall devour ! 

So fares a bull whom jealous fires engage^ 
Loudly he roars, and calls up all his rage ; 
Againft a tree his fharpen'd horns he tries^ 
To battle vain the pafllng wind defies ; 
He ipums the yellow lands, and from afar 
His mortal rival dares to deadly wan 
Thefe pafllons Twelling in Argantes' breaft. 
The herald ftraight he caird, and thus addrefs*d : 
Hafte to the camp, and there the fight proclaim 
With yonder champion of the Chriftian name. 

This faid^ he feiz*d his fteed, nor longer ftayMj 
But from the walls the captive knight* conveyed. 
He left the city, and impetuous went 
With eager fpeed along the hill's defcent. 
Impatient then his founding horn he blew. 
And wide around the horrid echo flew ; 
The noife, like thunder, ftruck th' aftonilh'd ears^ 
And every heart was fill'd with fudden fears. 

The Chriftian princes, now convened, encloie . 
Their prudent chief; to thefe the herald goes. 
And Tancred firft to combat due demands. 
Then dares each leader of the faithful bands. 

* Otho. 

TOL. I. Q^ 
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Now Godfrey cafts around his heedful light, 421 
Ko champion offers equai to the fight. 
The flower of all his warlike train is loft ; 
No news of Tancrcd yet has reach'd the hoft : 
Boecnond afar -, and exird from the field 
Th* unconquer'd youth * who proud Gernando kiU*d 
Befide the ten, by lot of fortune nam*d, 
The heroes of the camp, for valour fam*d, 
Purfu d the falfe Armida*s guileful flight, 
ConcealM in covert- of the friendly night. 
The refl, lefs firm of foul or brave of hand. 
Around their chief unmov'd and filent fland ; 
Not one in fuch a rifk would feek for fame -, 
In fear of ill was lofl the fenfe of fhame. 

Well, by their filence and their looks difplay'd. 
Their fccret fears the general foon furvcy'd. 
And, fiird with noble warmth and high difdain. 
He flarted from his feat, and thus began. 

Ah ! how unwoi thy is this breafl; of life. 
If now I fhun to attempt the glorious ftrife; 
Or let yon Pagan foe our name difgrace,. 

And tread in duft the glory of our race. 
Here let my camp fecure> inadtive, lie. 
And view my danger with a diftant eye.: . . 

« RlNALDO. 
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Hafte, bring my arms !— Then, fwift as winged thought. 
His ponderous armour to the chief was brought 44^ 
But Raymond (in experienced wifiiom known, 
Whofc courage with the firft in peril fhone 1 
Whole vigorous age the fire of youth confefs'd) 
Turn*d to the leader, and thefe words addiels'd. * 

Forbid it, Heaven I that e*er the Chriftian ftate. 
Thus in their chief ihould hazard all their fate ! 
On thee our empire and our faith depend. 
By thee muft Babel's impious kingdom bend. 
*Tis thine to rule debates, the fceptre wield ^ 
Let others boldly prove the fword in field. 
Even I, though bending with the weight of age, 
Refufe not here the danger to engage. 
Let others fliun the force of yonder knight. 
No thoughts (hall keep me from fo brave a fight. 
O ! could I boaft an equal ftrength of years 
As you who ftand difmay*d with heartlefs fears, 
(Whom neither fhame nor indignation moves. 
While yonder foe your daftard train reproves) 
Such as I was, when all Germania view'd 
Stein Leopold beneath my arms fubdu*d 1 
At mighty Conrade's court my weapon tore 
The warrior's breaft, and drank his vital gore. 

^2 
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Such Wat the deed! more noble &r to bear 46^ 

The ipoik of fuch a chief renowned in war. 

Than fiogly Here, unaraf d> in Bight to chace 

A numerous band of this inglorious race* 

Had I the vigour now I then pofiefs'd, 

This arm had foon the Pagan's pride fuppreft'd. 

Butj as I am^ this heart undaunted glows^ 

No coward fear this aged bofom knows 1 

And» fhould I breathlefs prefs the hoftile plain. 

No eafy conqueft (hall the foe obtain. 

Behold, I arn\ I this day, with added praife. 

Shall crown the luftre of my former days. 

So (poke the hoary chief, his words infpir'd 
Each kindling foul, and fleeping virtue fir'd : 
And thofe whofe (iknce firft their fear confefs*d. 
With voice emboldened to the combat prefs'd. 
No more a knight is (ought ; a generous band. 
By emulation urg'd, the fight demand : 
That ta(k Rdgero^ Guelpho, Baldwin fam'd, 
Stephen, Gernier, and either Guido claimed: 
Pyrrhus, whofe art the walls of Antioch won. 
And gave to BceRiond's hand the conquered town. 
Brave Ebtrafd the glorious trial wanra ; 
Ridplphus and Roftndsdo, known in arms : 
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Aod) with like thirft to gain a dcathlcis name, 493 
The conflift Edward and Giklippe claim. 
But firft the venerable warrior Aznds, 
And with luperior zeal the fight demands. 
Already arm'd he darts refplendent fires^ 
And now his burni(h*d helm alone requires : 

Him Godfrey thus befpoke — ^O glorious fage ! 

Thou li^y mirror of a warlike age ! 

From thee bur leaders catch the godfike flame. 

Thine is the art of war and martial fame ! 

O! could I now in youthful prowefs ftnd 

Ten champions more to match thy daunttefs mind> 

Soon Ihotdd I conquer Babel's haughty towers, 

And ipread the Crofs from Ind to Thule^s fhores. 

But here forbear : referve for counfel fage 

The nobler glory of thy virtuous age : 

And let the reft their rival names enclofe 

Within a vale, and chance (he lots difpofe; 

Or rather God dilpofe, whole Ibvereign will. 

Fortune and Fate, his minifters, fulfil. 

He fdd ; but Raymond ftill allerts his claim. 
And fearlefs with the reft includes his name. 
Then pious Godfrey in his helmet threw 
The lots, and, fliaking round, die firft he drew> 
Thouloufe's valiant earl appeared in view. 
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With cheerful fhouts the Chriilians h^ the name. 
Nor dares a tongue the lot of Fortune blame. 519 
The hero's looks a fudden vigour warnns. 
And a new youth his ftiffen'd limbs informs. 
So the fierce fnakei with fpoils renewed, appears. 
And to the fun his golden circle rears. 
But Godfrey moft extoU'd the hoary knight. 
And promised fame and conqueft in the fight; 
Then from his fide his trufty falchion took> 
To Raymond this he gave, and thus he fpoke. 

See here the fword which, drawn in many a field. 
The rebel Saxon ' once was wont to wield ; 
This fi*om his hand I won in glorious fi:rife. 
And forcM a pafiage for his hated life : 
This fword, that ever did my arm befriend. 
Receive, and equal fortune thine attend ! 

Thus they: The haughty foe impatient ftayM, 
And with loud threats provoked the ftrife delay'd. 

Unconquer'd nations ! Europe's martial bands ! 
Behold a fingle chief the war demands ! 
Why comes not Tancred, once fo fam'd in fight. 
If ftill he dare to truft his boafled might ? 



' T^ re6ei 5a»mh-] The SaxoQ9 rebelled in Germany^ and 
made Count Ridolphos thdr king, who was afterwards oyerooiqe 
aad ilaio by Godfrey^ 
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Or, does he choofe, in downy flumber Iaid> ^40 

To wait again the night*s auxiliar fliade ? 
If thus he fears, let others prove their force ; 
Come all, united powers 6f foot and horfe ! 
Since not your thoufands can a warrior yield 
Who dares oppofe my might in fingle field 
Lo! there the fepulchre of Mary's fon — 
Approach, and pay your offering at the done. 
Behold the way I what caufe detains your band ? 
Or does ibme greater deed your fwords demand ? 

Theie bitter taunts each Chriftian*s rage provoke. 
But chiefly Raymond kindled as he fpoke : 
ladignant fliame his fwelling breaft infpires. 
And noble wrath his dauntlefs courage fires. 
He vaults on Aquiline, of matchlefs ipeedj 
The banks of Tagus bred this generous ftecd : 
There the fair mother of the warrior-brood 
(Soon as the kindly fpring had fir*d her blood) 
With open mouth, againft the breezes held. 
Received the gales with varmth prolific filled : 
And (ftrapgc to tell!) inipir*d with genial feed. 
Her fwelling womb produced this wondrous fteed* \ 
Alpng the fand with rapid feet he flies. 
No eye his traces in the duft defcries i • • 
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To rights to left, obedient to the rein, 564 

He winds the mazes of di' embattled plain. 
On this the valiant earl to combat prefs'd. 
And thus to Heaven bis ptous prayer addrefsM : 

O thou ! that *gwiil GoUah*s impious head 
The youthful arms in Terebinthus fped. 
When the proud foc^ who fcofF'd at IfraePs band. 
Fell by die weapon of a ftripling^s band : 
With like example now thy caufe maintain. 
And ibetch yon Pagan breathkrs on the plain : 
L^ feeble age fubdue the migbty*s pride. 
Which feeble diildhood once {o well defy^d ! 

So pray'd the earU and flraight hia zealous prayera- 

Flew, wing'd with faith, to reach the heavenly f^heres^ 

* 

As flames afc^id. Th' Eternal Father heard. 
And caird an angd from th* ethereal guard. 
Whole watchful ^d the aged chief might fliield^ 
And fafe return him 6rota die glorious field* 
Th' angelic po^er, to whom^ decreed by Heatren, 
The care of Raymond from his birth was given. 
Soon as.he heard anew his Lord's command, 
ObeyM die chatge entrufted to his hand : 
He mounts the facred tower, where, nmgM.ofi h^h. 
The arms of all th' imtnoital lemons lict 



\ 
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Tbere fliines the ipear^ by which the ferpent driven 
Lies piercM with wounds; the fiery boks of heaven; 
The viewkfi arrows that in tinted air 5go 

Difeafe and plagues to* frighted mortals bean 
1 here, hung aloft> the trident huge is ktn^ 
The deadlieft terror to the race of men ^ 
What tinnte the UHd earth's foundations move^ 
And tottering cities tremble from above ! 
But o'er the rtft> on piles of armour^ iam'd 
A fhield immesfe, of biasing diamond fram'd> 
Whole orb ccold aU the realms and lands contain 
That reach, from Cancafos, tk' Athntic main ! 
This buckler guards the righteous prince's head ; 
O'er holy kingdonis this deftnce is (pread : 
With tins the angpl from his feat defcends, 
And near his RayoK>nd, unperceiv'd, attends. 

MeanufM the walls with vanous throngs were fiUMi 
And now Clorinda (16 the tyrant will'd) 
Led from the city's gjate an araied band. 
And halted on the hill; theChriflians ftand 
In rank of battle on a dificcent hand. 
Before the camp, in eidier army's fig^j 
An mtfkW^^ lay open jfor the fight. 
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Ar^nte& fecks his foe^ but fteks in vain 5 611 

A knight uiJcnown appears upon the pUin. 
Then Raymond thus— The chief thine eyes would find^ 
Thy better fate has frona our hoft disjoined : 
Tet let not this thy empty pride excite. 
Behold me here prepared to prove thy might. 
For him I dare with tiiec the war maintain : 
Nor think me nrieaneft of the Cfaaiftian train. 

The Pagan fmil'd^ and fcomful thus reply'd : 
Say, in what part doesTanCrec) dicn refide? 
He firft with boaftful threats all Heaven defies> 
Then treinbUi^ on his .coward feet relies ! 
But let him fly, and veil his fears in vain 
Beneath the central earthy or boundlds main : 
Not earth profound^ nor ocean*s whelming wave^ 
Shall from my liand the recreant warrior fave ! 

Falfely thou lay^ (the Chriftian thus replies) 
That he, thy better far> the combat flies. 

To whom the foe incens'd — ^Then fwift prq)are, 
I fliall not here refufe thy proffered war : 
Soon muft we prove^ on this contended plain^ 
How well thy deeds thy ieofeleis boaft maintain. 

This (aid, the champions to the combat prefs^d, » 
And 'gainft the helm their threatening fpears addrefsU 
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True to his aim, good Raymond reached the foej 634 
Who, in his feat unmov'dj fuftain'd the blow. 
No lefs in vain was fierce Argantes* might ; 
The heavenly guardian^ watchful oVr the fight. 
The ftroke averted fix>m the Chriftian knight. 
The Pagan gnaw*d his lips^ with rage he fliookt 
And ^gainfl: the plain his lance^ blafpheming, broke 1 
Then drew his fword, and fwift at Raymond flew^ 
On cloler terms the combat to renew. 
Againft him fiill he drove Vk iurious fteed % 
So butdng rams encounter head to head: 
But Raymond to the right eludes the Ihocki 
And on his front the paffing Pagan firuck. 
Again the ftern Circaflian leeks the foe: 
Again the ChrifUan difappoints the blow; 
And every tura obferves with heedful eyes $ 
He fears Argantes* ftrength and giant fize: 
By fiu he feem'd to fight> by fits to yields 
And round the lift in flying circles wheeled. 
As when Ibme chief a tower beleaguers round. 
With fens enclosed, or on a hilly ground ; 
A thoufand ways, a thoufand arts he proves : 
Thus o^er the field the wary Chriftian movses. 
In vain he ftrives the Pagan's Icales to rend. 
That well his ample breaft and head defend; 



• 
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But where the joioted plates an entrance lhow*d, «go 
Thrice with his iw^rd he drew the puipk floods 
And ftain*d the hoftile surnos with ftre^noing Mood. 
His own, fecure, the advcrfe weapon brav*d i 
Untouched the plum^e o*er his helniet wav^d. 
At length, amidO^ a thoufand vainly fpent, 
A we]l-akn*d ftroke the raging Pagan fent : 
Then, Aquiline I thy ipeed h^d pPov'd in r^m. 
That fatal blow had ^d Raymoiid flain f 
But here he fail'd npt heavenly aid to pv0ve i 
The guard inyifib^, fr^m realma above. 
To meet the Aefl th'ed[iereal buckler Mi, 
Whofe blazing orb the powerfiil ftroke repe&*d« 
The fword broke fliort, nor could (^ ^kc with^^uid j. 
(No earthly temper ^f a m^ortal hand 
Could arms divinf^ infrangible, A^f^) 
The britde weapop fliivser'd on the i^atn. 
The Pagan fcarce bdieves i with wondering eye» 
He fees on earth the glittering firag^ie&ts lie : 
And ftill he deemM agaiiift the Chriftian's ikidd 
His falchion broken ftrewM the dufty field : ' 
GoodRaymooddeem'dnolefii nor knew, from heairea 
What powepfol guardian to his Isfr was given* 
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But when diiarm'd the koftile band be view'd, 683 
Awhile fufpended in himielf he ftood ; 
He feir*d fuch palms would fictle fame beftow, 
Widi fuch advantage favifh*d from the foe. 
Goj ieck a fword I— <he chief begins to faf^ 
But difirtnc thoi^hts hn geoeroiis purpofe ftay. 
He fears alike to win the fkMd with ihame; 
He fears aUke to riik the general fame. 
While doubtfid thus he fiands^ wkh rage anew 
The hik Argaiktes at his helmet threw I 
Then fpurr'd his fteed CD gmpple with his fbe; 
The earl, unmoved, recetv» die Pagan's bkiw^ 
And wounds his arai^ that came with thitatCBing fway. 
Fierce as a vultum raflMg on its prey! 
At every turn his fword Al^^antes fbund. 
And pierc'd Ms limbs widi ilMmy a ghaftly wound. 
Whatever his art or vigoi/r could confpire, 
. His former wrath, his now redoubled ire> 
At once againft the prood Circafflan join^ 
^And Heaven and fortune in the caufe combine. 
But itiU the foe, with dimtkfs foul fecure^ 
Refifta, uotetrified, the Chrittan*s power. 
So fetms a ftatdy fliip» in bittows taft, 
Her tacklt mn^ bdr maR& and canvafi bft ; 
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With ftrong ribb*d fides the rulhing ftorm (he brares^ 

Nor yet defpairs amidft the roaring waves* 709 

Even Aichi Argantes^ was thy dangerous ftate> 

When Beelzebub prepared to ward thy fiite : 

From hollow clouds he framed an empty (hade, 

(Woodrous to fpeak!) in human form array 'd : 

To this Clorinda*s warlike looks he join'd 1 

like her the form in radiant armour fhin'd : 

He gave it fpeech and accents like the dame ; 

The fame the mQtion» and the mien the fame. 

To Oradine its courfe the phantom took» 

And him> renown'd for archery^ befpoke : 

O Oradine I whole never-failing art 

To every mark direAs the diftant dart» j 

Think what a \o& Judea mufl: fuftain> 

Should thus the guardian of her walls be flains 

Should his rich ipoils the haughty foe adom> 

And he in fafety to his train return. 

On yonder robber let thy ikill be triedj 

Deep in his blood be now thy arrows dy*d. 

What endlefs praife were thine! nor praife aIone» 

The king w\th vaft rewards the deed (hall crown. 

The Ipedre ceas*d i not long the warrior fkay'd ^ 
The hopes of gain his greedy foul perfua^c • 
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From the full quiver, dcftin*d for the deed» 731 

To die tough yew he fits the feathered reed : 
He bends the bow, loud twangs the trembling ftring. 
The fhaft impatient hides on the wing ; 
Swift to the mark the airy paflage finds, 
Juft where the belt the golden buckle binds ; 
The corfelet piercing, through the (kin it goes ; 
But fcarce the wound with purple moifture flows ; 
The guard celeftial ftops its further courfe, 
And robs the arrow of its threatening force. 
The earl the weapon from his corfelet drew. 
And faw the Iprinkling drops of fanguine hue; 
Then on the Pagan turn*d, with fiirjr'mov^d. 
And, with loud threats, his breach of faith reproved. 

The pious Godfi-ey now, whofe careful look 
Was fix*d on Raymojld, found the truce was broke; 
With fears he faw his lov*d ailbciate bleed. 
And urg*d his troops to avenge the treacherous deed. 
Then might you fee their ready beavers closed. 
Their courfers rein'd, their ipears in reft difposM. 
At once the fquadrons, placed on either hand. 
Move, in their ranks, and thicken o'er the land : 
The field is yanifh'd ; clouds of duft ariie;! 
And roll in fable volumes to the fkies. 
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They meeti they (hook » the clamours echo round i 715 
And helms and (hiekls and ihiycr*d fpears refound* 
Her^ lies a fteed, and there (his rider flam) 
Another runs at random o'er the plun« 
Here lies a warrior dead $ in pangs of deadi. 
There one, with groans, reludant yields his breath* 
Dire is the conflift s deep the tumuk grows 1 
And now with all its rage the bactle glows 1 
Argantes midft them flew with eag^r pace^ 
And from a foldier fhatch'd an iroq mac&$ 
This whirled arouod, with unrcTiAed fway. 
Through the chick preis he forc'd an ztrtplt way: 
Raymond he feeks, on him his arms he turns. 
On him alone his dreadful fury bums : 
And, like a wolf, whh favage wrath iodu'd. 
He thirfl^ iniatiace for the Chriftian's blood 
But now, on every fide, the numbers dos'd. 
And thronging warriors his attempts oppos'd^ 
Ormano and Rogera (nanoes renown'd!) 
Guido, with either Gerrard, there he found* 
Yet more inipetuous ftill his anger fwell'd. 
The more thefe gallant chiefs his force rq>ell*d 
So, pent in narrow fpaoe, naore dreadfid grows 
The blazing fire^ and rouod dcftrudioo duowa. 
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Guido he wounded ^ brave Ormano flew ; jjg 

And midft the flain to earth Rogero threw, 
StunnM with the fall* While here the martial train 
On either hand an equal fight maintain ; 
Thus to his brother Godfrey gave command : 
Now to the fi^t conduft thy warlike band ; 
And where the battle rages in its force. 
There to the left dire£b thy fpeedy courie. 
He faid ; the warrior at his woid obey'd. 
And on thoir flank a fudden onfet made. 
Languid and fpent the Afian troops appear, 

« 

Nor can the Franks' impetuous vigour bear : 

Their ranks are broke^ their ftandards fcatter'd rounds 

And men and fteeds lie mingled on the ground. 

The iquadrons, on the right, now fled the plain ; 

Alone Argantes dares the (hock fuilain ; 

Alone he turns, alone the torrent flands : 

Not he who brandifli*d in his hundred hands 

His fifty fwords and fifty Ihields in fight. 

Could have furpafs'd the fierce Argantes* might ! 

The mace's fwecpy way, the clafhing fpears, 

Th* impetuous fhock of charging fteeds he bears. 

Alone he feems for all an equal force : 

Now here, now there, by turns he Ihifts his courfc : 

VOL. I. * 
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His limbs are bruis*d^ his (hatcer'd arms refound; aoa 

The blood and fweat in mingled ftr^ams abound^ 

Yet whole he feems^ and fearlefs of a wound. 

But now fo clofely prefs'd the flying crew, 

That in their flight th' unwilling chief they drew : 

Confhrain'd he turn'd^ nor longer could abide 

Th' overbearing fury of the rapid tide. 

Yet feems he not to fly, his looks declare 

His daundefs foul> and (till maintain the war ; 

Still in his eyes the glancing terrors glow $ 

And fl:ill with threatening voice he dares the foe. 

With every art he tries, but tries in vain, 

To flop the panic of the routed train : 

No art, no rein, can rule the vulgar fear; 

Nor earned prayers, nor loud commands they hear. 

The pious Godfrey, who, with zeal inlpir'd. 
Saw fortune favouring all his foul defir*d, 
Purfu'd with joy the battle's glorious courfc. 
And to the viAors fent auxiliar force. 
And, but the fatal hour not yet was come. 
Prefixed by God in his eternal doom. 
This day, perchance, their arms fuccefs had found. 
This day had all their facred labours crown'd. 
But hell's dire crew, who faw the conquering hoft. 
And in the combat fear'd their empire lofl:. 
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(By Heaven permitted) ipread the changing ikies 828 
With clouds condensed, and gave the winds to rife. 
Infernal horrors darken all the air> . 
Pale livid lightnings thro' the ether glare ; 
The thunder roars s the mingled hail and rain 
With rattlbg torrents deluge all the plain : 
The trees are rfent 5 nor yield the trees alone. 
The rocks and mountains to the temped groan. 
The wind and rain with force united drove. 
And on the Chriflians' hcc impetuous drove : 
The fudden ftorm their eager courfe reprefs'd. 
And fatal terrors daunted many a bread : 
While, round their banners^ fome maintained the field,. 
Nor yet the fortune of the day beheld. 
But this, Clorinda, from afar, defcries, 
And fwift to ieize the wifh'd occafion flies. 

She fpurs her fleed, and thus her fquadron warms: 
See! Heaven, my friends! afliits our righteous arms; 
His tempeit lights not on our favoured bands. 
But leaves to aAion free our valiant hands : 
Againfl: th* aftonilhM foe his wrath he bends^ 
Full in their face his vengeful ftorm defcends : 
They lofe the ufe of arms and light of day : 
Hafte, let us go where fortune points the way I 

R 2 
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She faid, and rouz'd her ardent troops to war, 852 
And while behind di* infernal ftorm they bear. 
With dreadful fiiry on the Franks they turn. 
And mock their vigour, and their weapohs Icorn : 
Mc;anwhile Argantes on dieir forces flew, 
(So lately viftors) and with rage overthrew : 
Thcfe, fwift retreating from the field, oppofe 
Their backs againft the ftorm and hoftile blows* 
Fierce on the rear the Pagan weapons pour : 
Fierce on the rear their wrath the fiiries ihowen 
The mingled blood in ftreaming torrents (well'd. 
And purple rivers delug'd all the field. 
There, midft the dying and the vulgar flain, 
Pyrrhus and good Ridolphus prefs*d the plain : 
The fierce Circaffian this of life deprived j 
From that Clorinda noble palms deriv'd. 

Thus fled the Franks ; while ftill th* infernal cncw 
And Syrian bands their eager flight purfue. 
Godfrey alone the hoftile arms defies, 
I'he roaring ftorm and thunder of the fkies -, 
With daundefs front amid the tumult moves. 
And loud each leader's coward fear reproves. 
Againft Argantes twice he urg'd his horfe. 
And bravely twice repelPd the Pagan's courfe : 
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As oft on high his naked fi^ord he rear*d 879 

Where^ thickeft joinM^ the hofti]^ troops appeared: 
Till^ with the reft .conftram'd the day to yield. 
He gained the trenches, and forfook the field 
Back to the walls returned the Pagan band 1 ' 
The weary Chriftians in the yale remained $ 
Nor then could (carce th' increaGqg tempeft bear^ 
And the wild rage of elemental war. 
Now here, now there, the fires more faindy fhow ; 
Loud roar the winds j the rufhing waters flow : 
The tents are fhatter^d, ftakes in pieces torn i 
And whole pavillions far to diftance borne. 
Hie thunder, rain, and wind, and human cries. 
With deafening clamours rend the vaulted fkies 1 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

A D4NB arrives at the ChriAian camp, and informt Godfrey that 
the band, conduced by Sweno, was attacked in .the night, 
near PalefUne, by a numerous army of Arabs commanded by 
Solyman; that the Danes were cut ii:\ pieces, and Sweno 
killed; and that himfelf only efcaped the general daughter: 
to this he adds, that he had received an injunction to prefent 
Sweno*s fword to Hinaldo. The Chriilian army, deceived by 
appearances, fufped Rinaldo to have been alfaflinated. Argil- 
Ian, inftigated in a dream by Aledo, incites the Italians to 
revolt ; and throws the odium of Rinaldo*s fuppofed murder 
upon Godfrey. The dlfaffedion fpreads through the troops. 
Godfrey goes himfelf to quell the tumult ; he caufes Argillaa 
to be arrefled, and reftores tranquillity to tbe camp. 
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Now ceas'd the thunder*s noife, tfie ftorm was o'er^ 
And every bluftering wind forgot to roar 5 
When the fair morning, from her radiant feat. 
Appeared with rofy front and goldea feet : 
But thofe^ whole power the raging temped brew'd^ 
Sdll with new wiles their ruthlefs hate purlli'd i 
White one (Aftagoras the fiend was nam'd) 
Her partner, dire Ale£bo, thus inflam'd : 

Behold yon knight, Ale Ao I on his way^ 
(Nor can our arts his deftin'd purpofe flay) 
Who 'fcap*d with life, on yonder fatal plain^ 
The gr^t defender* of th* infernal reign. 

• SOLTM 4N. 
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He to the Franks his comrades' fate (hall tell^ 13 

And how in fight their daring leader fell. 

This great event among the Chriflians known> 

May to the camp recall Bertoldo's fon^ 

Thou know'ft too well if this our care may claim> 

And challenge every fcheme our power can frame. 

Then mingle with the Franks to work their woes» 

And each adventure to their harms difpoie : 

Go — (bed thy venom in their veins, inflame 

The Lacian, Britilh, and Helvetian name i 

Be every means, be every fraud applied. 

And all the camp in civil broils divide : 

Th' attempt were worthy thee, would crown thy word. 

So nobly plighted to our fovcreign lord. 

She Ijpokc;* nor needed more her Ipeech employ; 
The fiend embraced the talk with horrid joy. 

Meandme the knight, whofe prefence dius they fear'di 
Arriving, in the Chriftian camp appeared: 
Condufted, foon the leader's tent he fought; 
(All thronging round to hear the news he brought) 
Lowly he bow'd, and kifs'd the glorious hand 
That fliook the lofty towers of Babel's land. 

O chief (he cried) whofe wide-extended fame 
Alone the ocean bounds and ftarry fi-ame ; 
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Would Heaven I here with happier tidings ftood !— 
This' faid^ he figh'd^ and thus his fpeech purfu*d. 3s 

Sweno^ the Danifli monarch's only fon^ 
(Pride of his age, and glory of his throne) 
Impatient glow'd hi^ name with theirs to join» 
Who, led by thee, in Jesus* caufe combine : 
Nor toils nor dangers could his thought reftrain. 
Nor all th' allurements of his future reign ; 
Not filial duty to his aged fire 
Could in his bofbm quench the glorious fire. 
By thy example, and beneath thy care. 
He bum*d to learn the labours of the war. 
Already had he heard Rinaldo's name. 
In bloom of youth, refound with deeds of fame : 
But, far above an earthly frail renown. 
His foul afpir'd to heaven's eternal crown. 
Refolv'd to meet in arms the Pagan foes. 
The prince a faithful daring fquadron chofe ; 
Dired for Thrace, with thefe, his way purfu'd. 
Till now the Greeks* imperial feat he view'd. 
The Grecian king the gallant youth carels*d. 
And in his court detained the royal gueft. 
There from the camp thy trufly envoy came. 
Who told the triumphs of the Chriftian name : 
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How firft you conquered Antioch's ftatdy tovn^ . 9i 
Then 'gainft the foe maintaun*d die cooqueft won. 
When Ferfia brought her numerous Ions firom far. 
And ieem'd to exhauft her fpacious realms for war. 
On thinei on every leader's praife he dwells, 
And laft the deeds of brave Rinaldo tells : 
How the bold youdi forfbok his native land ; 
"What early glory fmce his arms had gained 
To this he adds, that now the Chriftian powers 
Had l^d the fiegp to Sion's lofty towers ^ 
And urg'd the prince with thee at leaft to fliare 
The laft great conqueft of the facred war. 
Thefe Ipeeches gave new force to Sweno's zeal i 
He thirfts in Pagan blood to drench his fteeL 
Each warrior's trophy feems his (loth to blame i 
Each valiant deed upbraids his tardy &me. 
One thought alone his daundefs foul alarms ; 
He fears to join too lace the viAor's arms. 
Impeird by face, he fcarcely deigns to ftay 
Till the firft blulh of dawn reijew'd .the day. 
We march'd, intrepid, o'er a length of land 
Befet with various foes on every hand : 
Now rugged ways we prove ; now famine bear jj 
To ambufli now expos'd, or open war : 
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But every labour^ fearleis, we fuftain ; 85 

Our foes were vanquifh'd, or in battle flain. 

Succefs in danger every doubt fupprefs'd, 
Prefumptuous hope each fwelling heart poflels'd. 
At length we pitched our tents one fetal day. 
As near the bounds of Paleftine we lay : 
Our fcouts were there iurpris*d with loud alarms 
Of favage clamours and the din of arms ; 
And countlefs banners they defcry'd from hr. 
The ftreaming fignals of approaching wan 

Our matchlefs chief unmov'd the tidings heard ; 
Firm was his voice, unchanged his looks appeared ; 
Though the dire peril (brded many a breaft. 
And many a changing cheek its fears confefs'd. 
Then thus he cry'd : Prepare for fure renown^ 
The viftor's laurel, or the martyr's crown! 
The firft t hope, nor Ids the laft I prize^ 
Whence greater merits, equal glories rife I 
This fields O friends ! Ihall future honours claim^ 
A temple facred to immortal fame s 
*Where diftant ages fliaU our trophies tell^ 
Or Ihow the fpot on which we greatly fell ! 

Thus faid the chief, and ftraight the guard prepares, 
Divides the taiks^ and every labour fhares. 
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He wills the troops in arms to pals the nighty ioq 
Nor from his breaft removes his corfelet bright. 
But fheath'd in mail expefbs the threatened fight 

When now the filent night her veil extends, 
The peaceful hour that balmy fleep befriends ; 
The fky with dreadful howling echoes round, 
And every cave returns the barbarous found. 
To arms ! to arms ! (each (larded foldicr cries) 
Before the reft impetuous Sweno flies, 
He darts his eyes that glow with martial flame ; 
His looks the ardour of his foul proclaim. 
And fbon th' mvading troops our camp enclofe : 
Thick and more thick the fteely circle grows ; 
Javelins and fwords around us form a wood. 
And o'er our heads defcends an iron cloud. 

In this unequal field the war we wag*d. 
Where ^vcry Chrifl:ian twenty foes engaged j 
Of thefe were many wounded midft the gloom : 
By random fhafts full many met their doom. 
But nonei amidft the dulky Ihades, could tell 
The wounded warriors, or what numbers fell. 
Night o'er our lofs her fable mantle threw. 
And, with our lofs, concealed our deeds from vicw» 
Yet fierce in arms, and towering o*er the reft. 
The gallant Sweno ftood to all confefs'ds 
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Even through the dufk they mark his daring courfe^ 
And count the a£bions of his matchlefs force. 135 
His thirft/fword the purple flaughter fpread. 
And round him raised a bulwark of the dead : 
Where'er he turns he fcatters^ through the band^ 
Fear from his looks and flaughter from his hand. 

Thus flood the fight : but when th' ethereal ray 
With ruddy flreaks proclaimed the dawning day. 
The mom reveal'd the &tal fcenes of night, 
And death's dire horrors open'd to our fight : 
We faw a field with mangled bodies flrown. 
And in one combat all our force o'erthrown ! 
A thoufand firfl composed our martial band. 
And fcarce an hundred now alive remain'd ! 
But when the chief beheld the dreadful plain, 
The mangled troops, the .dying and the flain, 
'Twas doubtful how his foul fuftain'd his part. 
Or what emotions touch'd his mighty heart 1 
Yet thus aloud he fir'd his fainting crew : 
Haile, let us now our flaughter'd friends purfue, 
Who, far from Styx and black Avernus' flood. 
Have mark'd our happy paths to heaven in blood. 

He faid ; and, fix'd his glorious fate to clofe, 
Undaunted rulh'd amidft the thickeft foes : 
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He rives the helmet, and he hews the fhield : 159 

The ftrongeft arms before his falchion yield : 

With ftreams of hoftile gore he dies the ground. 

While all his form is one continued wound. 

His life decays, his courage ftill remains : 

Th' unconquer'd foul its noble pride retains : 

With equal force his martial ardour bums ; 

He wounds for blows, and death for wounds returns: 

When thundering near a dreadful warrior came, 

Of ftern demeanour and gigantic frame ; 

Who, join'd by many, on the hero flew. 

And, after long and painful battle, flew. 

Prone fell the generous youth, (ah! haplefs death!) 

Nor one had power to avenge his parting breadi. 

Be witnefs yet, and bear me juft record, 

Ye laft dear relicks of my much-lov'd lord ! 

I fought not then to fave my worthleis life. 

Nor fliunn'd a weapon in the dreadful ftrife. 

Had Heaven vouchfafd to clofe my mortal date, 

I furc by aftions well deferv'd my fate ! 

Alive' I fell, and fenfelefs prefsM the plain, 

Alane preferv'd amidft my comrades flain : 

Nor can I further of the Pagans tell. 

So deep a trance o'er all my fenfes fell. 
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I 

. But when again I rais*d my feeble fight, is2 

The fkies were cover'd o*er with (hades of nighty 
And from afar I faw a glimmering light; 
I law hke one who half in flumber lies. 
And opes' and fliuts by Bts his languid eyes. 
But now my limbs a deeper angui(h found. 
The pains increas'd in every gaping wound i 
While on the earth I lay, exposed and bai^ 
To damps unwholefonle and nodlufnal air. 
Meanwhile advancing nearer drew the lights 
By flow degrees, and gained upon my fight* 
Low whiipers then and human founds I heard i 
Again, with pain^ my feeble eyes I rear*d ; 
And faw two fliapes in facred robes array'd ; 
Each in his hand a lighted torch dilplay*d. 
And thus an awful voice diftindlty faid : 

fon! confide in him whofe mercy fpares; 
Whoie pitying grace prevents our pious prayers. 
Then, with uplifted hands, my wounds he blefs'd. 
And many a holy vow to Heaven addrefs'd 

He bade me rife-«and fudden from the ground 

1 role ; my limbs their former vigour found ; 
Fled were my pains, and clos'd was every wound ! 
Stupid I ftood, all fpeechlefs and amaz'd. 

And doubtfiil on the reverend ftranger gaz'd. 

VOL. I. s 
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O thou of little faith ! (the hermit cried) 207^ 

What thought has kd thy troubled fenfe afide ? 

Thou feed two bodies of terreftrial frame. 

Two fervants dedicate to Jesus* name. 

From the vain world and all its follies fled. 

In wilds and deferts here our lives are led. 

Lo ! I am fent thy fafety to enfure, 

By. him who rules o*er all with fovereign power > 

Who ne'er difdains by humble means to (how 

His wonderous works of providence below; 

Nor here wiU fuffer on the naked pl^ns 

To Ue exposM thofe honoured lovM remiatns^ 

That muft again th' exalted mind receive. 

And, join*d above, in blifs eternal live^ 

To Sweno*s corie he wills a tomb to raife, 

A tomb as lafting as his deathlefs praife f 

Which future times with wonder (hall (urvey> 

Where future times (hall every honour pay. 

But lift thine eyes, yon friendly moon behold 

Through fleecy clouds her (ilver face unfold, 

To guide thy devious footftcps o*er the plai% 

To find the body of thy leader (lain. 

Then from the peaceful regent of the night 
I faw dcfcend a ray of (lanting light : 



400KVIH. DELIVERED. ^$9 

Where on the field the breathlefs corfe was laid 2B1 

There full the lunar beam refpfendent play -d ^ 

And (how-d each limb deform'd widi many a wound, 

Midft all the mingled Tcene of carnage round. 

He lay hot prone, but, as his zealous mind 

Still (oarM beyond the views of human kind. 

In death he fought above the world to nfe. 

And claimed, with upward looks, bis kindred (kies/ 

One hand was clos*d, ai^ feem'd the fword to nearj 

One pre(s'd his bofom with afuppliant air. 

As if to Heaven he brcath'd his humble prayer. 

While o'er his wounds the copious tears .1 l^ed^. 
And, loft in fruitlefs grief, deplor'd the dead. 
His lifelefs hand the holy hermit feidt*d. 
And from his grafp the fatal fteel released ; 
To me then turning: View this (word, (he (aid) 
Whofe edge to-day fuch copious ftreams has fced. 
Still dy*d in gore ; thou know'ft its virtue well, 
No temper'd weapon can its force excel ! 
But fince its lord, in glorious corlflift flain. 
No more Ihall grafp the mortal fword again. 

It muft not here be loft i decreed by Heaven, 
To noble hands the mighty prize is given j 
To hands that longer fhall the weapon wield 
With equal Valour in a happier field : 

s 2 
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From thofe the world expe£ts the vengeance due 25B 
On him whofe fury gallant Sweno flew« 
By Solyman has Sweno prefs'd the plain ; 
By Sweno's fword muft Solyman be flain. 
Go, then, with this> and feek the tented ground 
Where Chriftian powers the hallow'd walls furround; 
Nor fear, left wandering o'er a foreign land, 
The foe again thy purposed courfe withftand. 
That Power, who fends thee, (hall thy toils furvey, 
Hb hand (hall guide thee on the dangerous way: 
He wills that thou (from every peril freed) 
Should'ft tell the virtues of the hero dead : 
So, fir*d by him, may others learn to dare^ 
And on their arms the Crofs triumphant bear: 
That every breaft may pant for righteous fame. 
And diftant ages catch the glorious flame. 
It now remains the champion's name toliear. 
Whole arm muft next the fatal weapon rear : 
Rinaldo' he, a youth approved in fight« 
In valour firft of every Chriftian knight : 
Prefent him this ; inflame his generous ire ; 
Say, heaven and earth (let this his foul infpirc) 
From him alone the great revenge require. 

While thus intent the fage's words I heard. 
Where Sweno lay a lepulchre appeared. 
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That, riling flow, by miracle dilixM'd, jai 

Within its marble womb the corfe enclos'd: 
Grav'd on the monumental ftone were read 
The name and merits of the warrior dead. 
Struck with the fight, I ftood, with looks amaz'dy 
And on the words and tomb alternate gaz'd. 

Then thus the fage : Befide bis followers Ma 
Thy leader's corfe fliall here inftirin'd remain t 
While, in the manfions of the bleft above. 
Their happy fouls enjoy celeftial Jove. 
But thou enough haft moum'd the noble dead. 
To nature now her dues of reft be paidj 
With me refide, till, in the eaftem Ikies, 
Propitious to thy courfc, the mom arifc. 

He ceas'd ; and led me thence through ru^ed "wzyi. 
Now high, now low, in many a winding maze ; 
Till underneath the mountain's pendant fliade, 
Befide a hollow cave, our fteps we ftay'd. 
Here dwelt the fage, amidft the favage brood 
Of wolves and bears (the terrors of the wood !) 
Here, with his pupil, liv'd ftcure fixim harms : 
More ftrong than Oiield or corielet, virtue arm* 
And guards the naked brcaft in all aJanns. 
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My hunger firft fuffic'd with fylvan food, so^ 

A homely couch my (brength with flcep renewed. 
But when, rekindled with the rifing day. 
The radiant raorn revcaPd her golden ray; 
Each waksful hermit to his prayers arofe. 
And, rouz'd with them, I left my foft repofe : 
Then to the holy fage I bade adieu. 
And turn'd the courfe diredted to purlue. 

Here ceas'd* the Dane ^. Then thus die pious chief: 
Thou com'il a mournful nieSenger of grief: 
Thy words, O knight! with pain our camp ihallknowy 
Thy talc (hall fadden every breafl: with woe. 
Such gallant friends^ by hoftile fury crofl:. 
From all our hopes^ ala&! lb fudden loft! 
Wh^Fe thy d^ar leader, like a flalfaing light, 
But juft appear'd^ and vanifh'd from the fight ; 

^ Here ceaid the, Danff] This admirable and affcAing epirode 
is founded on hiltorical fad, though enlarged and beautified by 
the poet with many poetical and interefting circumftaiioa. 
Paolo £mi)io, the writer of the hi dory, gives the following 
account of this Sweno : *' Lstas triftibus (ut res huroanaB funt) 
mifcebantur : Sueno Dani regia filiua oam mille qaingontia 
equitibus cruce infignitis^ tranfmilTo ad Conftantinopolim Bof- 
phoro inter Antiochiam ad reliquos Latinos iter faciebat ; iQfidi^ 
Turoorum ad anam oolQes cum regio jnvene ceefi.** 
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Yet bleft a death like this, and nobler far 320 

Than conquered towns and ample fpoils of war : 

Nor can the capitol exanfiples yield 

Of wreaths fo glorious, or fo brave a field. 

In heaven's high temple now^ with honours crown*d, 

Immortal laurels every brow furround ; 

Each hero there 'with confcious tranfport glows. 

And every happy wound exulting fhows. 

But. thou, eicap*d from peril, dill to know 

The toU and warfare of the world below ; 

This gloom of forrow from thy brow remove. 

And learn to triumph in their blifs above. 

Seck'ft thou Bertoldo's fon ? in exile loft. 

Unknown he wanders from th' abandoned hoft: 

Nor think to trace his flight with doubtful feet. 

Till certain ticfings tell the youth's retreat. 

Thefe fpeeches heard, and young Rinaldo's name. 
With former love each kindling mind inflame. 
" Alas ! (they cry) amid the Pagan bands 
** The blooming warrior roves in diftant lands !** 
Each tongue with pleafure on his glory dwells ; 
Each to the wondering Dane his valour tells. 
And all his battles, all his deeds reveals. 

While thoughts, like thefe, in every bofon) ralfe 
The dear remembrance of their hcro*s praifes 
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A band of foldiers, fent to fcour the plain, 345 

With plenteous pillage feek the camp again -, 
With lowing oxen, and the woolly breed. 
And generous corn to cheer the hungry ftecd : 
And, join'd with thefe, a nnournful load they bore. 
The good Rinaldo's arms, the veft he wore. 
The armour pierc*d, the vefture ftain'd with gore. 
The doubtful chance the vulgar herd alarms. 
With grief they throng to view the warrior's arms. 
They fee and know too well the dazzling fight. 
The ponderous cuirafs, with its beamy light ; 
The creft, where high the towering eagle (hone, 
That proves his offspring in the mid--day fun. 
Oft were they wont, amid th* embattled fray. 
To fee them forcmoft rule the bloody day ; 
And now with mingled grief and rage beheld 
Thoie glorious trophies broken on the field. 

While whifpers fill the camp, and every breath 
Relates by various means the hero's death. 
The pious Godfrey bade the chief be fought 
Who led the fquadron that the pillage brought. 
Brave Aliprando was the leader nam'd. 
For truth of Ipeech and noble franknefs fam*d. 
Declare (cry'd Godfrey) whence thefe arms ye bear. 
Nor hide a fecret from your general's ear, 
I 
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As far removM from hence (he thus replied) 370 
As in two days a trufty fcout may ride. 
Near Gaza's walls a little plain is founds 
From public ways with hills encompafs'd rounds 
A riv*let murmurs down the mountain's fides^ 
And through the (hade with gentle current glides ; 
Thick wood and brambles form a horrid ihade ; 
(A place by nature well for ambulh made) 
Here, while we fought for flocks and herds that came 
To crop the mead belide the cryftal ftream. 
Surprised we faw the grafs dillain'd with blood. 
And on the banks a murdered warrior yiew*d : 
The arms and veil we knew (oft feen before) 
Though now deformed with duft, and foul with gore. 
Then near I drew, the features to fiirveyi 
But found the fword had lopt the head awayf 
The right hand fe ver'd ; and the body round 
From back to breaft was piercM with many a wound. 
Nor fitr from thence the empty helm was laid. 
Where the white eagle flood with wings difplay'd.' 
While fbme we fought from whom the truth to hear. 
We faw a village fwain approaching near ; 
Who, having fpy'd us, fled with fudden fear. 



/ 
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Hioi following Ibon we kizc -, be tre mialiBg ftands^ 

And gives a full reply to our denoands. sgA 

That he, the forrtier 4ay» coiiccal*d> had vkw'd . 

A band of warriors iflue from the wood, 

Whofe noien and arnf» the ChriftiaASi' Ukfiaeft Ihow'd. 

One by the golden locks fuftainM a hfiad> 

That newly fever 'd ieem'd^ and frefllly bled : 

The face appeared a youfib's of femblance faus 

The cheeks unconicious. of a manly hair. 

Soon o'er the bead tds fcarf the iokfier SaoBg^ 

And at the iaddk-bow die trophy hung. 

This beards I ftripp'd the corfe with pitying iears» 

My anxious n>ind perplexed with fecret fearss, > « 

And hither hrovgbfi thcfe 2^vm», and orders 0IVQ 

To yield the limbs the honours of a grave : 

9 

But if this trunk Is what my thoughts declare. 
It claims far other pomp, far other care. 

Here Aliprando ceas'd ; the leader b^ard 
His tale \^i(h iighs; he doubted and he fear*d& 
By certaki ^ns he wifii'd the cocfe to know« 
And learn the band that gave the murde^w bkMr» 

Meantime the night, with iable pimoas ipiead^ 
O'er fields of air her broodin^^ darknels Ihed ^ 
And fleep, the foul's relief, the balm of woesj 
Lvll'd every mortal fenfc in fweet rcpofc. 
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Tl|oiJ^ Ai^Uaa! abiim vidt caros opprcft^ 419 

Revolv'ft dice ftncies^ ia thjr tooufakc^ braafi:! 
No quiet power can clofe titif wakcfiil ^es^. 
But from thy coudi the doway fliimber fficB. 
This maA was bold^ <^ liconcs unconfiii'd^ 
Haughty of ipeech^ and turbuisnt o€ min4 s 
Bom on the banks of Trent, 1m ear)y yeaps^ 
Were nursed in troubfes and domcftic jans : 
Till exilU (hence, he Bffd the hiHs. and flrand 
With Uood, and ra^cig*d aU' the neighbouring land 1 
When now to. war on A6sJs plains he came, 
And there in: battle gain'd a^ nobler- fkmc^ 
At length,, when mom^g'^ dawn began to peep. 
He clos'd his eyea, but notr in. pe^Keftil &sep ; 
Ale&o o*CT hinv Iheds her vcnom'd breath. 
And chains his fen&s like the hand of death*: 
In horrid Ihapes flie ehilfe him with, aftight^ 
And brings dire vifiont to. his. flartkd fight : 
A headlefa trunk befono him. fbenf d ta ftand; 
All pietc*d with wounds, and lopt the betcer hand: 
The left the pale diflever'd vifage bore, 
The features gnm in. d^ath^ and foil'd with gore ; 
The lips yet feetnfd: to bpeaithe^ and breacMng ipoke^ 
Whence, mixUwithibbs^ tbelib dreadfiitaoctfnt» bi^e^ 
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Fly, Argillan ! behold the morning nigh — 44% 
Fly thelc dire tents^ the impious leader fly ! 
Who (hall my friends from Godfrey's rage defend^ 
And all the fiauds that wrought my haplefs end? 
Even now thy tyrant burns with canker*d hate» 
And plans, alas! like mine> thy threatened &te: 
Yet if thy foul aipires to &me (b high^ 
And dares fo firmly on its ftrength rely. 
Then fly hot hence ; but let thy reeking blade 
Glut with his ftreaming blood my mournful (hade; 
Lo ! I will prefent rife your force to arm. 
To firing each nenre, and every bofom warm. 

The vifion faid ; with hellifli rage infpir'd. 
His furious breaft a fudden madnefs fir'd : 
He ftarts from fleep ; he gazes wild with fear; 
With wrath and venom fill'd his eyes appear : 
Already arm*d, widi eager hafte he flew. 
And round him fbon th' Italian warriors drew : 
High o*er the brave Rinaldo*s arms he ftood. 
And with thefe words inflam*d the lifliening crowd. 

Shall then a favage race, whofe barbarous mind 
No reafon governs and no laws can bind» 
Shall thefe, infatiate ftiU of wealth and blood. 
Lay on our willing necks the fcrvile load ? 
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Such are the fufferings and th* infuldng (corny 466 
Which {even long years our paffive train has borne. 
That diftant Rome nuy blufli to hear our fhame> 
And future time reproach th' Italian name : 
Why Ihould I here of generous Tancred tell. 
When by his gallant arms Cilicia fell ; 
How the bafe Frank by treafon feizM the land. 
And fraud ufurp'd the prize which valour gain'd ? 
Nor need I tell, when dangerous deeds require 
The boldeft hands and claim the warrior's fire, 
Firft in the field the flames and fword we bear. 
And niidft a thoufand deaths provoke the war : 
The battle o'er, when bloody tumults ceafc. 
And fpoils and laurels crown the foldiers' peace; 
In vain our merits equal ihare may clainvs * 
Their's are the lands, the triumphs, wealth, and fame. 
Thefe infults once might well our thoughts engage, 
Thefe fufierings juftly mjght demand our rage : 
But now I name thole lighter wrongs no more. 
This laft dire ad furpafles all before. 
In vain divine and human laws withftand. 
Behold Rinaldo murder'd by their hand ! 
But Heaven's dread thunders feal not yet their doona, 
Nor earth receives them in her opening womb! 
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Ouard of our faith, and bti drier oF our hctt? 

And lies he unrevcng'd?— to thangmg flcie$ 

All pale, negtefted, tmreveng'd he lies! 

Alk ye whofe barbarous fword the deed has wrought? 

The deed muft open lie to every thought 

All know, that, jealous of otir growing fame, 

Godfrey and Baldwin hate the Latian name. 

But whepcfore this ?— fie Heaven my witnefe hepc; 

(ThatHeavenwho hears with wradt the perjurM fwear) 

. What time this mom her earty beams difpfay'd, 
I faw confefs'd iiis wretched wandering ihade. 
Ah me ! too plain his warning voice reveai*d 
The fnartts for us in Godfrey's breaft conccaTd. 
I faw— *twas not n dream — Ijefore my eyes, 
iVhere'er I turn, the phantom feems to rife*! 
What Couffe for us remains? Shatt h*, whofe hand 
Is flain'^d with murder, rule our noble band? 
Or (hall we hehce conduft our focial train 
Where, diftant'far, Euphrates laves the plain ? 
Where, midfl a harmlels race, in fields of peace. 
He glads fuch numerous towns with large incfed^# 

• There may we dwell, and happier fete betide. 
Nor fliall the Franks with us thofe realms divide; • 



•ooKTm. DELIVERED. 071 

Then let us leaTe^ if iuch the general mind, 514 

Thefe honoilrM relicks unrevengM behind K— 
But ah ! if virtue AiU may claim a pait, 
(That frozen feems in every Latian heart) 
This hateful peft, whofe poifonods rage devours 
The grace and glory of th' Italian powers. 
Cut oflF from life, ifliould pay the forfeit due, 

A great example to the tyrant-crew ! 

* 

Then thus I fwear, be now your force dilplay^d, 
Let each that hears me lend his glorious aid, 
This arm to-day Ihall drive th* avenging fword 
In that fell breaft witJi every treafon ftorU 

In words like diefe his fiery foul exprefs^. 
With dread commotion fill'd each hearer's bfcaft. 
To arms, to arms ! (th* infenfate warrior cried) 
To arms, to armsl each Airiotts youth replied. 
Aledo 'round the torch of difcord whirfd. 
And o'er Ac field her flames infernal liurl'd ; 
Diidaifi and madneis rag'jd without control. 
And thirft tjf Ikughter fiU'd each vengeful foul. 
The growing mifchief ftew from place to place, 
And foon was 'Q>read beyond th* Italian race : 
Among th* Helvetians then it rais'd aflame. 
And next dtfius'd among the EnglHh name. 
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Nor public forrow for Rinsldo flaio j38 

Alone to frenzy fir'd the warrior-trsun $ 
But former quarrels, now reviv'd, conipiie. 
And add new fuel to their prefent fire. 
Againft the Franks they vent their threats aloud; 
No more can reafon rule the madding crowd. 
So in a brafen vafe the boiling ftream 
Impetuous foams and bubbles to the brim; 
Tillj fwdling o*er the brinks^ the frothy tkle 

Now pours with fory down the veflel's fide. 
Nor can thofe few, who (till their ienie retain. 
The folly of the vulgar herd reftrain : 
Camillus, Tancred^ William, thence removed. 
And every other in command approv d. 
Confus'd and wild th' unthinking foldiers fwarm ; 
Through all the camp they run, they hafte to arm. 
Already warlike clangors echo round s 
Seditious trumpets give the warning found* 
And now a thouiand tongues the tidings bear^ 
And bid the pious chief for arms prepare. 
Then Baldwin firft in Ihining fteel appear*tj^ 
And ftood by Godfiiey*s fide, a f^thful guard. 
The chief, accused, to Heaven dire£Ls his eyes, 
And on his God^ widi wonted f^th rdies« 
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O Thouj who kaow'ft my foul with ze^ous care ; 
Shuns the dire horrors of a civil war; 563, 

From thefe the veil that dims their fight removes 
Reprefs their errors, and their rage reprove : 
To thee reveal'd my innocence is known> 
O let it now before the world be fhown! 

He ceas'd; and felt his foul new firmnels prove* ^ 
With warmth unufual kindled from above: 
A (udden confidence infpir*d his mind> 
While on his vifage hope emboldened ihin'd. 
Then, with his friends^ he went, in awful ftate, 
'Gainft thofe who fought to avenge Rinaldo's fate« 
Not loudeft clalh of arms his courfe delay'd. 
Nor impious threats his fteps intrepid ftay'd. 
His back the cuirafs arm'd, a coftly veil 
The hero wore, in pomp unufual dreft ; 
Bare were his hands, his face reveaFd to fight. 
His form majeftic beamM celeftral light. 
The golden fceptre (enfign of command) 
He fhook, to ftill the loud rebellious band : 
Such were his arms : while thus the chief appeared. 
Sounds more than mortal from his lips were heard. 

What ftrange tumultuous clamours fill my ears? 
Wi\o dares difturb the peaceful camp with fears ? 

VOL, I. T 
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Thus am I gnc'd ? Is thus your leader known, s^ 

After fuch various toils and labours fhown ? 

Is there wka now with treafon blots my name ? 

Or (hall fu^icion fully Godfrey's fame ? 

Ye hope, perchance, to fee me humbly bend. 

And with ba& prayers your iervile doom attend: 

Shall then that earth, which witnefs'd my renown» 

Behold fuch infults on my glory thrown ? 

This fceptre be my guards fair truth my (hield. 

And all my deeds in council and in field ! 

But juftice (hall her ear to mercy lend^ 

Nor on th* offender's head the flroke defcend. 

Lo ! for your merits I your crime forgive. 

And bid you for your lov'd Rinaldo live. 

Let Argillan alone the vidim fall. 

And with his blood atone th* offence of all. 

Who, yrg'd by light fufplcion, raised th' alarms. 

And firM your errii^ bands to rebel arms. 

While thus he fpoke, his looks with glory beam'd. 

And from his eye the flafliing lightning ftreamM ; 

» 

Even Argillaa himielf, furpris'd and quell'd. 
With awe the terrore of his face beheld. 
The vu]gar throngs ib late by madnefs, led. 
Who pour'd thcjar (hreats an^ curf^ oa his head; 
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Who gralpM, as rage fupply*d, ^ith ready hand^ eio 
The fword^ the javelin, or the flaming brand ; 
Soon as they heard his voice with fear were fthick. 
Nor longer durft fuftain their (bvereign's look ; 
But tamely^ while their arms beghrt him rotmd^ 
Saw Argillan m fuddcn fetters bound* 

So when bis Ihaggy mane a lion (hakes^ 
And with loud roar his flumbering fury wakes ; 
If chance he view the man, whofe Toothing art 
Firft tam'd the fiercencfs of his lofty heart. 

His pride conients th* ignoble yoke to wear 1 
He fears the well-known voice and ruk fcverc : 
Vain are his claws, his dreadful teeth are vain. 
He yields fubmifllve to his keeper*s chain. 

'Tis faid, that, darting from the fkies, was fcen^ 
With lowering afpeft and terrific mien, 
A winged warrior with his guardian fhield. 
Which full before the pious chief he held ; 
While, gleaming lightning, in his dreadful hand 
He Ihook a fword with gory crimfon ftain'd : 
Perchance the blood of towns and kingdoms, given 
By frequent crimes to feel the wrath of Heaven. 

The tumult thus appeas'd, and peace reftor'd. 
Each warrior flieaths again the wrathful fword« 

T 2 
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Now, various fchemes revolving in his thought, 634 
His tent again the careful Gfodfrey fought : 
Reiblv'd by ftorm to affail the city's wall. 
Ere thrice the fable (hades of evening fall 1 
And thence he went the timbers hewn to view. 
Where towering high to huge machines they grew. 
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BOOK IX. 



THS ARGUMENT. 

80LTMAN, incited by Aledo, attacks^ with his Arabs, the Chrif- 
tiaD camp by oight, and makes a great flaugbter; till Godfrey, 
eacpuraging hif troops, oppofes the fqddoti incurfioo* In the 
mean time Argantes and Clorinda march with their forces 
from the city, and join the Arabs. God fends the angd 
Michael to drive away the demons that aQiRed the Pagans. 
The battle is continued \fith great fuqr. Clorinda particularly 
difiinguiihes herfelf. Argillan, at day-break, efcaping from 
his prifon, rufhes amongft the enemy, and kills many, till he 
bimfelf falls by the hand of Solyman : the fortune of the day 
fitll remains doubtful : at length the ChrilHans, receiving an 
unexpeded aid, the vidory declares in their favour: the 
Pagans are defeatedj and Solyman bimfelf is obliged to 
letreat* 
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BOOK IX. 



But heirs dire Hend, who faw the tumultt ceal^ 
And every vengeful bofom calm'd to peacti 
Still unreftrain'd, by Stygian rancour driven^ 
Oppos'd the laws of fate and will of Heaven : 
She flies, and where fhe takes her loithfome flight 
The fields are parch*d^ the fun withdraws his light: 
For new attempts fhe plies her rapid wings^ 
And other plagues and other furies brings! 
She knew her comrades, with induflriow care. 
Had driven the braveft champions front the war 
That Tancred and Bertoldo's greater fon» 
Remov'd afar^ no more in batde ihone. 
Then wherefore this delay? (the fury cries) 
Let Solyman th* unguarded foes furprife ; 
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Fierce on their camp with dread incurfion pour, 15 
And crufh their forces in the midnight hour. 

This faid, Ihe flew where Solyman commands 
The roving numbers of Arabia's bands ; 
That Solyman, than whom none fiercer rdfe 
Among the race of Heaven's rebellious foes : 
Nor could a greater rife, though teeming earth, 
Again provolc'd, had given her giants birth. 
O'er Turkey's kingdom late the monarch reign'd. 
And then at Nice th' impeiial feat maintained. 
Opposed to Greece, the nations own'd his fway, 
That'twixt Meander's flood and Sangar lay,- 
Where Mylians once, and Phrygians held their place. 
With Lydia, Pontus, and Bithynia*s race. 
But, 'gainft the Turks and every faithlels crew. 
Since foreign ftates their arms to Alia drew. 
His lands were wafl:ed, and he twice beheld 
His martial fquadrons routed in the field ; 
Till, every chance of war eflay'd in vain, 
Expeil'd a wanderer from his native reign. 
To Egypt's court he fled ; nor fail'd to meet 
A royal welcome, and fecure retreat 
With joy the king his valiant guefl: furvey'd; 
With greater joy received his proffcr'd aidi 
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Refblv'd in thought to guard the Syrian lands, 39 
And (top the progrefs of the Chriftian bands. ' 

But ere the king would open war declare^ 
He gives to Solyoian th' important care, » 
With iums of gold to raife th' Arabian bands. 
And teach them to obey a chiePs commands. 
Thus while frpm Alia and the Mooriih reign, 
Th' Egyptian monarch calls his numerous train. 
To Solyman the greedy Arabs throng. 
The lawle(s Ions of violence and wrong. 
Ele&ed now their chief, Judea's plains 
He fcours iu-ound, and various plunder gains : 
The country wide he waftes, and blocks the way 
Between the Latian army and the fea : 
And, not forgetful of his antient hate 
And the.vaft ruins of his falling ftate. 
He mighty vengeance in his breaft revolves. 
And greater fchemes, as yet unform'd, refolves. 

To him Alefto comes, but firft Ihe wears 
A warrior's femblance bent with weight of years ^ 

All wrinkled feem'd her face ; her chin was bare ; 

« 

Her upper lip diiplay'd a tuft of hair -, 
Thick linen folds her hoary head enclofe j 
Beneath her knees a length of vefture flows ; 
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The fabre at her fides and ftooping low, 6z 

Her back the quiver bears, her hand the bow. 
Then thus (he fpoke : Whik here our wandering bands 
Rove o*er (he defert plains and barren fands s 
Where nothing worthy can reward our toils» 
Where conqueft yields us but ignoble fpoils i . 
See! Godfrey On th' imperial city &lb. 
He ihakes the towers, he Taps the lofty walls ! 
And yet we linger (O eternal Aiame!) 
Till there he brings his arms and vengeful flame. 
Are cots deftroy'd, or iheep and oxen gained. 
The boafted trophies of the foldan's hand i 
Will this thy realm reftore, retrieve thy name. 
And on the Franks avenge thy injur'd fame ? 
Then rouze thy foul ! againft the Chriftian go» 
Now funk in fleep^ and crufli the hated foe : 
Thy old Aralpes fpeaks, his counfel hear. 
In peace or exile faithful to thy ear. 
No fear the unfu(pe£fcing chief alarms. 
He fcorns the Arabs and their feeble arms ; 
Nor deems their timorous bands fo far can dare. 
In flight and plunder bred, to mix in war : 
Hade, with thy courage rouze thy kindling hoft. 
And triumph o*er their camp, in flumber Idl, 



i 
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Thus faid the fiend 5 and, breathing in his mind 87 
Her venom'd rage, diflblvcs to empty wind. 
The warrior lifts his hands, and loud exclaims : 
O thou ! whofc fury thus liriy heart inflames ! 
Whole hidden power a human form belyM ; 
Behold I follow thee, my potent guide : 
A mound (hall rife, where now appears a plain, 
A dreadful mound of Chrlftian heroes flain : 
The field (hall float with blood : O grant thy atd^^ 
And lead my fqiiadron through the*du(ky lbade« 
He (aid i and inftant bidi the troops appear ; 
The weak he heartens, and difpels their fear : 
His warlike tfanlpottft every bread excite; 
Eager they burn, and hope the promisM figh(. 
Aledo founds the trun^ 1 hel* hand unbinds 
The mighty fl^ndard to the Iportivc winds : 
Swift march the baiKls YikA rapid floods of flame^ 
And leave behind the tardy wings of fame. 

The fufy then r^fumes her airy flight. 
And feems a hafty me(renger to fight } 
And when the wc^rld a dubious light mvades^ 
Between the fejting dAj and rifiog (hades, . 
She feeks Jerv^ci\ andj nfiklft a ring 
Of timid citizens^ accofts the kibg 1 
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Difplays the purpofe of th* Arabian power, 1 1 1 

The fignal for th* attack, and fatal hour* 

Now had the night her (able curtain fpread. 
And o*er the earth unwholefonie vapours (hcd : 
The ground no cool refrefhing moifture knew. 
But horrid drops of warm and (anguine dew : 
Monfters and prodigies in heaven were (een ; 
Dire (peftres, (hrieking, (kim'd along the green : 
A deeper gloom exukmg Pluto made. 
With added terrors from th* infernal (hade« 

Through this dread darknefs tow'rds the tented foes, 
Seciut irom fear, the fiery foldan goes : 
And, when the night had gain'd her middle throne. 
From whence with rapid fpeed (he cour(es down i 
He came, where near the Chriftian army lay. 
Forgetful of the cares and toils of day. 
Here firft the chief refi*e(h*d his troops with food. 
Then thus inflam'd their cruel thirft of bkxxl. 

Survey yon camp, an impious band of thieves. 
That more from fortune than de(ert receives ; 
That, like a fea, within its ample breaft 
Abforbs the (hining riches of the eaft : 
The &tes for you thefe glorious fpoils ordsun ; 
(How fmall the peril, and how vaft the gain !) 
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Your uncootcfted plunder there behold; 135 

Their glittering arms, and courfers deckM with gold ! 
Not this the force that could the Perfians quell» 
By whom the powers of Nice in batde fell: 
What numbers from their nadve country far^ 
Have fairn the vidims of a tedious war I 
Were now their ftrength the fame they once could boaft. 
Thus funk in fleep, an unrefiiling hoft^ 
With eafe they muft refign their forfeit breath ; 
For (hort the path that leads from fleep to death ! 
On then, my friends ! this falchion firft (hall gain 
Your entrance to the camp o'er piles of flain. 
From mine each fword fhall learn to ^m the blow: 
From mine the ftern demands of vengeance know ! 
This happy day the reign of Christ Ihall end. 
And liberty o'er Afia's climes extend ! 

He faid^ and rouz*d their fouls to martial deeds; 
Then flow and filent on his march proceeds. * 

Now through the mifty fliades a gleam of light 
Difplays the heedful centry to his fight : 
By this his hopes are loft, to feizc fccure 
The cautious leader of the Chriftian power. 
Soon as the watch their nuqierous foes elpy. 
They t^e their flight, and raife a fearful cry: 
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The ncarcft guards awake; they catch rii* alarms, ng 
And, rouztng at the tumult, fnatch their arms. 

Th* Arabian troops no longer (ilent pafs^ 
But barbarous clangors pour through breathing brafs: 
To heaven's high arch the mingled noifc proceeds 
Of ihouting (bldiers and of neighing deeds : 
The fleepy hills, the hollow vales around. 
The winding caverns echo to the found* 
Ale£to fhakes on high th* infernal brandy 
And gives the fignal from her lofty ftand. 

Firft flies the foldan, and attacks the guard. 
As yet confused, and ill for fight prepared. 
Rapid he moves ; far lels impetuous raves 
A tempeft burfting from the mountain caves : 
A foaming flood, that trees and cots overturns ; 
The lightning's flafli, that towers and cities burns s 
Earthquakes, that fill with horror every age j 
Arc but a faint relcmblancc of his rage. 
. True to his aim the fatal fword defcertds; 
A wound the (Iroke, and death the wound attends. 
Daundels he bears the ftorm of hoftile blows. 
And mocks the falchions of the rufliing foes: 
His helm refbunded as the weapons fell,, 

ft 

And fire flafli*d dreadful from the batter*d (tecL 
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Now bad his ariti CQmpcU'd> with flngk mighty i88 
The foremoft fquadrons of the Franks to flight : 
When^ like a flood with numerous rivers fweU'd> 
The nimble Arabs pour ak>ng the field : 
The Franks no longer can th' attack fuftain ; 
But backward turn, and fly with looien^d rein. 
Purfliers and purfuM^ with equal h^&c. 
Together mipgled, o*er the trenches pais'd : 
Then with unbounded wrath the viAor ftorm*d. 
And rage, and woe, and death the camp deformed ! 

A dragon on his cafi]ue the foldan wore, 
Thar, ftretching, bends his archbg neck before ; 
High on his feet he ftands with fpreading wings^ 
And wreaths his forky tail in ^ry rings : 
Three brandifh*d tongues the fculptur*d monfter (hows ; 
He feems to kindle as the combat glows : 
His gaping jaws appear to liifi with ire. 
And Tomit mingled fmoke and ruddy fire ! 

Th* afirighted Chriftians through the gloomy light 
The Ibldan viewed : fo mariners by night, 
When ocean*9 &ce a driving tempeft fweq>s, 
fey flafliing flames behold the troubled deeps^ 
Some, by their fears impelTd, for iafety fly; 
And fome, intrepid, on their fwords rely : 
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The night*s black fliade adds tumult to the prefs^ 207 
And, by concealing, makes their woes increafe. 

Amongft the chiefs, whofe hearts undaunted glow'd, 
Ladnus, born by Tiber's yellow flood, 
Confpicuous o'er the reft in combat ihin'd ; 
Nor length of years had damp'd his vigorous mind: 
Five fons he told $ and equal by his fide 
They movM, in war his ornament and pride : 
To deeds of early fame their youth he warms^ 
And (heaths their tender limbs in ponderous arms. 
Thcfc, while chey ftrive to emulate their fire, 
And glut with blood their fteel and vengeful irc> 
The chief beipeaks : Now prove your valiant hands 
Where yon proud foe infults our (hrinking hands ; 
Nor let the bloody famples of his force 
Abate your ardour, or detain your courfe : 
For^ O my fons ! the noble mind dlfdains 
All praife but that which glorious danger gains! 

So leads the favage lionefs her young. 
Ere yet their necks with (baggy m^es are hung; 
When fcarce their paws the lharpen*d nails difclofe. 
Nor teeth have arm'd th^ir mouths in dreadful ^ws : 
She brings them fcarlefii to the dangerous chaccj 
And points their fury on the hunters* racei 



BOOK IX, DELIVERED. 289 

That oft were wont to pierce their native wood, 231 
And oft in flight the weaker prey purfu'd. 

Now with the daring band the father goes ; 
Thefe fix aflail, and Solyman enclofe. 
At onccj direfted by one heart and mind, 
Six mighty ^ars againft the chief combined : 
But, ah! too bold! {his javelin caft afide) 
The eldeft born a clofer conflidt try*d ; 
And with his falchion vainly aim'd a blow 
To flay the bounding courfer of the foe. 
But as a rock, whofe foot the ocean laves. 
Exalts its ftately front above the waves. 
Firm in icfelf, the winds and feas defies, 
Nor fears the threats and thunder of the flcies : 
The fiery foldan thus unmov'd appears 
Amidft the threatening fwords and miflive fpears. 
Furious he turns on him who flruck the fteed^ 
And 'twixt the cheeks and eyebrows parts his head. 
Swift Aramantes hafl:es to his relief, 
And in his pious arms fupports the chief: 
Vain, unavailing piety is fliown, 
That to his brother's ruin adds his own { 
Full on his arm the Pagan drove the fteel : 
Down the fupported and fupporter fell; 

VOL. I. . U 
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Together fainting in the pangs of death, 259 

They mix, their ftreaming blood and parting breath. 

Then with a ftrokc he cuts Sabinus* fpear. 

With which the youth had gall'd him from afar ; 

And rufhing on the deed with iudden force^ 

Th' ill-fated ftripling fell beneath his horfe. 

Now trampled on the ground the warrior lies. 

The mournful fpirit from its manfion flies ; 

Unwilling leaves the light of life behind^ 

And blooming youth with early plcafures joinM ! 

But Picus and Laurentes ftill remained •» 
(The fole furvivors of the filial band) 
One day firft gave this haplefs pair to light, 
Whofe likenefs oft deceived their parent's fight : 
But thefe no more with doubt their friends furvey^d^ 
A dire diftinftion hoftile fury made : 
From this, the head divided rolls in dull ; 
That^ in his panting breaft receives the thruft. 

The wretched father (father now no more ! 
His fons all flaughter^d In one dreadful hour!) 
Viewed, in his offspring breathlefs on the place. 
His fate approaching, and his ruin*d race ! 
What power, O mufe ! fuch ftrength in age could give. 
That midft thefe woes he ftill endures to live. 
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Still lives and fights ? Perchance the friendly night, • 
Concealed the horrors from a father's fight. 280 

Wild thro* the ranks his raging courfe he breaks. 
With equal ardour death or conqueft feeks : 
Scarce knows he which his wiflies would attain. 
To fiaughter others^ or himfelf be flain. 

Then, rufliing on the foe, aloud he cries : 
Doft thou fo far this feeble hand defpife. 
Not all its force can urge thy cruel rage 
To cope with wafting grief and wretched age ? 

He ceas'd; and, ceafing, aim'd a dreadfijl ftroke; 
Through fteel and jointed mail the falchion broke: 
The weapon pierc'd th* unwary Pagan's fide. 
And ftreaming blood his fliining armour dy*d. 
Rouz'd at the call and wound, at once he turns 
With brandifii'd fteel; more fell his fury burns : 
Firft thro* his Ihield he drives, which, feven times rolPd, 
A tough bull-hide fecur'd with winding fold ; 
A pafifage next the corfelet's plates afford $ 
Then, in his bowels plung*d he fheaths the fword. 
Unbleft Latinus fobs, and, ftaggering round. 
Alternate from his mouth and gaping wound 
A purple vomit flows, and (bins the ground. 

u 2 
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As falls A mountain oak, that, ages paft, 303 

Has borne the weftern Tvind and northern blafl:^ 
Wheni rooted from the place where one it ftood. 
It crufhes in its fall the neighbouring wood : 
So funk the chief, and more than once he drew 
To grace his fate, and even in dying flew : 
Glorious he fell, and in his lateil breath 
With dreadful ruin fcatter*d fear and death* 

While thus his inward hate the foldan fed> 
And glutted bis revenge with hills of dead -, 
The Arabs pour impetuous o*er the field : 
The fainting Chriftians to their fury yield* 
Then Englilh Henry, Holiphemes, (lain 
By thee, O fierce Dragutes I prefs'd the plain. 
Gilbert with Philip Ariadeiuis flew, 
Who on the banks of Rhine their being drew. 
Beneath Albazar's mace Erneflo fell. 
And Engerlan by Algazelles' fteel. 
But who the various kinds of death can name. 
And multitudes that funk unknown to fame ? 

Meantime the tumults Godfrey's flumber broken 
Alarm'd he (brted, and his couch forfook : 
Now, clad in arms, he call'd a band with (peed. 
And forth he mov'd intrepid at their head. 



BOOK IX. DELIVERED. 29J 

But nearer foon th* increafing clamours drew, 326 
And all the tumult opened to the view. 
He knew the Arabs fcour'd the country far, 
Yet never deemed their infolence would dare 
To (torm his trenches with ofienfive war. 

Thus while he marches, from the adverfe fide. 
To arms ! to arms ! a thoufand voices cry'd : 
At once a barbarous (bout was rais'd on high. 
And dreadful bowlings echo*d,to the fkjr. 
Theie were the troops of Aladine, who came 
Led by Argantes and the warrior-^lame*. 
To noble Guelpho, who his (btion took 
The next in arms, the Chriftian leader fpoke. 

Hark ! what new din of battle, labouring on. 
Swells from the hills and thickens from the town ; 
This claims thy courage, this thy (kill demands. 
To meet the onfet of th* approaching bands. 
Go then, yon quarter from their rage iecure : 
But firil divide with me my martial power ; 
Mylelf will on a difierent hand engage 
The daring foe, and check their impious rage. 

This having faid ; the chiefs divide their force. 
And take, with equal cares, a vary*d courfe -, 
Guelpho to reach die hill ; while Godfrey drew 
To where, refiftlefs^ rag*d th' Arabian crew : 

• Cl^ORINDA, 
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While as he march*d the diftant fight to gain> ds\ 
Supplies were added to his eager train ; 
Till now a powerful numerous band he led. 
And faw where Solyipan the (liughter fpread 
So where the Po firft leaves his native hills^ 
His river fcarce the fcanty channel fills j 
But as new dreams he gathers in his courle. 
He fwells his waves, and rifes in his force ; 
Above the banks his horned front he (hows. 
And o'er th^ level meads triumphant flows ; 
Through many currents makes his rapid way, 
And carries war, not tributp, to the fea. 

Where Godfrey fees his timorous bands retreat. 
He thus upbraids them with a generous heat. 

What fear is this, and whither bends your pace ? 
Oh ! turn and view the foes that give you chace ! 
A bafe degenerate throng, that neither know 
To give, nor take, in fight a manly blow ; 
O turn again! your tryfty weapons rearj 
Your looks will freezp their coward fouls with fear. 

This faid ; he fpiirr'd his fteed, and eager flew 
Where murderous Solyman appcar'd in view. 
Through ftreaming blood and clouds of duft he goes^ 
Through wounds and de^th amidft furrounding fot^Sj 
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Through breaking ranks his furious courfe he guides. 
And the clofe phalanx with his fword divides : 376 
No foes, on either hand, the fhock fuftain ; 
Arms, fteeds, and warriors tumble to the plain : 
High o*er the flaughter*d heaps, with bounding courie. 
The glorious leader drives his foaming horfe. 
Th' intrepid foldan fees the ftorm from far. 
Nor turns afide, nor fhuns the profier'd war; 
But, eager for the ftrife, his foe defies. 
Whirls his broad fword and to the combat flies. 
In thefe what matchlefs warriors fortune fends 
To prove their force from earth's remotefl ends I 
With virtue fury now the conflift tries 
In little Ipace, the Afian world the prize! 
What tongue the horrors of the fight can tell. 
How gleam'd their falchions and how fwift they fell! 
I pafs the dreadful deeds dieir arms di(play*d. 
Which envious night conceal'd in gloomy fhade 5 
Deeds that might claim the fun and cheerful ikies 
And all the world to view with wondering eyes ! 
Their courage foon the Chriftian bands renew. 
And their brave leader's daring courfe purfue : 
Their choiceft warriors Solyman enclofe. 
And round him thick the fl'eely circle grows. 
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Not lefs the Faithful, than the Pagan band, agg 

With dreaming blood diilain the thirfty land ; 
By turns the viflors and the vanc|uifh*d mourn, 
And wound for wound, and death for death return. 
As when, with equal force, and equal rage. 
The north and fouth in mighty ftrife engage; 
Nor this, nor that^ can rule the feas or fkies. 
But clouds on clouds and waves on waves arife : 
So far'd the batde in the doubtful field : 
Nor here nor there the firm battalions yield -, 
With horrid clangor fwords to fwords oppos'd. 
Shields clafh'd with fhields, with helmets helmets closed. 

No lefs in other parts the batde rag'd, 
Nor lefs the throng of warring chiefe engaged i 

4 

High o*er the hofts the Stygian fiends repair. 
And hell's black myriads fill the fields of air. 
Thefe vigour to the Pagan troops fupply : 
None harbour fear, or turn their fleps to fly : 
The torch of hell Argantes* foul infpires, 
And adds new fury to his native fires ! 
He fcatters foon in flight the guards around. 
And leaps the trenches with an eager bound ; 
With mangled limbs he flrows the fanguine plain. 
And fills th' oppofing foflfe with heaps of (lain. 



,ooKix DELIVERED. 997 

Him o'er the level (pace his troops purfue, 4M 

And dye the forcmoft tents with purple hue. 
Clofe at his fide appears the martial dame^ 
Whofe foul difdains the lecond place in fame. 
Now fled the Franks ; when fudden drew at hand 
The noble Guelpho with his welcome band : 
He ^Qpp^d^ with generous zeal, their fearful courfe. 
And turn'd them back to face the Pagan force. 
While thus on either fide the combat Hood, 
And ftpeaBiing gore in equal rivers flpw*d> 
The heavenly Monarch fi'om his awilil hei^ 
Declined his eyes and v iew'd the dreadful fight. 
There, plac*d aloft^ prefides th' Ommfcient Cavsb^ 
And orders all with }x& and equal laws> 

Above the confines of this earthly fceoet 
By ways unfearchable to mortal men. 
There^ on eternity's unbounded throne. 
With triple light he blazes. Three in One ! 
Beneath his footflep Fate and Nature ftand ; 
And Time and Motion wait his dread command* 
There power and riches no diflinAion find ; 
Nor the frail honours that allure noankind: 
Like d)]ft and finoke they fleet before his eyes ; 
i^^ mpcks.the vali4nt> and confounds the wife! 
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There from the blaze of his effulgent light 447 

The pureft faints withdraw their dazzled fight. 
Around th' unnumbered bleft for ever live. 
And, thou^ unequal, equal blifs receive : 
The tuneful choirs repeat their Maker's praife : 
The heavenly realms refound the facred laysi- 

Then thus to Michael (poke the Word Divike; 
(Michael whofe arms with lucid diamond Ihine) 
See'ft thou not yonder*" from th' infernal coaft 
What impious bands diflrefs my favoured hoft ? 
Go— bid them fwift fbrfake the deathflil fcene. 
And leave the bufinefs of the war to men ; 
Nor longer dare amongft the living rife. 
To blot the luftre of the purer fkies : 
But feek the fhades of Acheron beneath^ 
Th' allotted realms of punifhment and death ! 
There on the fouls accursed employ their hate ; 
Thus have I will'd 1 and what I will is fate. 



^ ^Ji ihou not yonder — '\ Very fimilar to this> is the addrefs of 
God to Raphael on feeing Satan^s entrance into Paradife* 

Raphael (faid he) thou hear*ft what Air on earth 
Satan from hell^ *fcap*d through the darkfome golpb^ 
liath rais d in Paradife.— - 

Parad, Lost^ B. v. ver. 224« 
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He ccasM : With reverence at the high command 
Ix>w bow'd the leader of the winged band : 466 

His golden pinions he difplays^ and Ipeeds 
With rapid flight, that mortal thought exceeds. 
The fiery region paft; the feats of reft 
He leaves (eternal manfions of the bleft !) 
From thence he palles through the cryftal (phere 
That whirls around with every (hining ftar; 
Thence to the left, before his piercing eyes. 
With diflferent afpefts, Jove and Saturn rife ; 
And every ftar that mortals wandering call. 
Though GoD*s high power alike dircdts them alL 
Then from the fields that flame with endlefs day. 
To where the ftorms are bred, he bends his way j 
Where elements in mixM confiifion jar. 
And order fprings from univerfal war. 
The bright archangel gilds the face of night. 
His heavenly features dart relplendent light : 
So (hines the beamy fun through fhowery ikies, • 
And paints the fleecy clouds with various dies : 
So thropgh the liquid regions of the air. 
With rapid radiance, (boots a falling ftar. 
But now arrived, where helFs infernal crew 
Their venom-d rage amongft the Pagans threw. 
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Hovering in air on pinions ftrong he ftayM^ 439 

And (hook his lance, and awful thus he faid. 

Your force has prov'd the Sorereign of the World, 
What thunders from his dreadful hand are hurled : 
O blind in ill ! that no remorie can know^ 
In torture proudj^ and obftinate in woe I 
The ^cred Cro& ihall conquer Sion's wall $ 
Her gates muft open^ and her bulwarks fall : 
And who fhall Fate^s refiftlels will withiland^ 
Or dare the terrors of th' Almighty hand ? 
Hence then, ye curfed! to your realms beneath. 
The realms of torment and eternal death 1 
There on devoted fouls employ your rage $ 
Be there your triumphs, there the wars ye wage : 
There, midft the founding whips, the din of chains. 
And gnalhing teeth, laments and endle& pains ! 

He faid; and thofe that lingering feem'd to move 
RefifUefs with his fatal lance he drove. 
With fighs, reludanc, from the field they fly. 
And leave the golden ftars and upper fky> 
And fpread their pinions to the realms of woe. 
To wreak their fury on Ac damned beIow«. 
Not o*er the feas in equal numbers fly 
The foather'd race, to ieek a warmer (ky : 
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Not, when the wood the wintry blaft receives, 513 
Iti equal numl)er Autumn ftrows her leaves. 
Freed from th' infemd train <^ and Stjrgian glooms. 
Serene the nigbc her wonted £ice refumes. 

But not the lefi Argantes* fiiry glows. 
Though hell no more her venom 'd fire bellows ; 
He whirls his fword with unrefifted rage. 
Where, cbfely preflr, the Chriftian bands engage; 
The high and low his equal proweis feel ; 
The braveft warriors fink beneath his fteeL 
Alike the carns^ fierce Clorinda Iprcad, 
And ftrow'd the ficM with heaps of mangled dead. 
Through Berlinger the fatal fword fhe guides. 
And rives his heart where panting life refides; 
The pointed fteel its fiirious paflage tore. 
And iflu'd at his back befmear'd with gore, 
Albine fhe wounds, where firft the child receives 
His food i and Gallus' head afunder cleaves* 
Then (Scrnier's better hand, that aim'd a blow. 
She fends divided to the plain below ; 

« Freed fiom th* infernal train—'] So MUton, when the rebel- 
lious fpirits are driven out of heaven. 

Diibufthen*d heaven rejoic'd— 

Parad. Lost, B. vi. ver. QJB. 
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Yet ftill the parted nerves (bme life retain^ 533 

The trembling fingers ftill the. falchion ttrain t 

Difreyer*d thus a ierpent's tail is feen 

To feek the part divided on the green. 

The foe thus maitn*d, the dame no longer ftay'd. 

But 'gainft Achilles ran with trenchant blade : 

« 

Between the neck and nape the weapon flew 1 
The neck it cleft, and cut the nerves in two : 
Firft tumbled on the plain the parted head,^ 
With duft obfcene the pallid face was Ipread 1 
While in the faddle by the fteed fuftain*d, 
(Dreadful to view 1) the headlefs trunk remained; 
But foon th* ungovem'd courier with a bound 
Shook the fad burthen to th' enfanguin'd ground. 
While thus th* unconquer*d maid fuch numbers flew^ 

And the thick fquadrons of the weft o'erthrew $ 

No lefs Gildippe fair the (laughter Ied> 

And on the Saracens her fury fed. 

The fanie her iex, her dauntlefs mind the fame*^ 

And equal valour Ihone in either dame. 

But thefe to meet in batde fate withftands ; 

Both doom'd to prove the force of greater hands. 

Now this, now that ei&ys to pierce the tide. 

In vam j the throng of troops the pafs dcny'd. 
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The noble Guelpho's fword Clorinda found, ^i^ 

And in her tender fide imprefs'd a wounds 
That dng'd the fteel : the maid on vengeance bent. 
Betwixt his ribs her cruel anfwer lent 
GOelpho his ftroke renewM^ but mifs*d the foe ; 
Qfmida^ as he pais'd, received the blow : 
Deep in his front the deadly fteel he founds 
And perifh'd by another's deftin*d wound. 
The numerous troops by Gudpho kd enclole 
Their valiant chief; more thick the tumult grows ; 
While various bands from diftant parts unite. 
And fwell the fury of the mingled fight. 
Aurora now, in radiant purple dreft. 
Shone from the portals of the golden eaft : 
When, midft the horrid clang and mingled cries. 
Intrepid Argillan from prifon flies : 
The readieft arms he fnatch'd with eager hafte. 
And fbon his limbs in fhining fteel were cas*d : 
Eager he comes, to efface his former fhame 
With glorious afiions in the field of fame. 
As when, to batde bred, the courier, freed 
From plenteous ftalls, regains the wonted mead. 
There unreftrain*d amid the herds he roves, ^ 

Bathes in the ftream, and wantons iii the groves ; 
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His mane diihevelPd o^er his fhoulders fpread, 591 
He Ihakes his neck; and bears aloft his head : 
His Aoftrils flaiiitf> bis horny hoofs refoimd, 
And his loud neighing fills the VaHits round 
So Argillan appears ; fo fierce he fhows^ 
While in his looks undaunted coun^^ows : 
He bounds i;lrith headlong fpeed the war to meet; 
And fcarcely prints the dull beneath his feet: 
When^ midil the foes arrivMj aloud he criesy 
As one whofe fury all their force defies. 

Refiife of earth! ye vile Arabian bands! 
What boldnefs now impels your coward hands ? 
Your limbs unus*d the arms of nien to wield> 
To bear the helmet, or fuftam the fhield ; 
Naked ye comi;, and fearful to the fight. 
Chance guides your blows, your fafety lies in flight: 
Nofturnal deeds are all your power can boaft. 
When friendly night a(fifts your trembling hoft : 
What now remains ? The beams of day reqiare 
The warrior's weapons and the warrior's fire. 

Raging he faid; and, ruihing as he fpoke. 
At Algazelles aim'd a mortal ftroke ; 
His jaws he cleft, and ftopt his ready tongue. 
While on his lips imperfcdt accents hung: 



BooKix. I>ELIVERED. 305 

A fudden darknefs (hades his fwimming eyes ; em 
Through every vein a chilling tremor flies : 
Headlong he &lls^ and breathes his lateft breathy 
And bites the hated foil in pangs of death. 
With fury next on Saladine he flew» 
And Agricaltes and Mulafles flew : 
Then Aldiazelles' fide his falchion found. 
And cleft him through with one continued wound: 
Through Ariadenus* breafl the fleel he guides^ 
And the fall'n chief with bitter taunts derides j 
The dying warrior lifts his languid eyes. 
And to th* infulting vidtor thus replies. 

Not thou, whoever thou art, with vaunting breath 
Shalt long enjoy the triumph of my death : 
Like fate attends thee 1 by a mightier hand 
Thou too muft fall, and prefs with me the fand. 

Then Argillan^ fcverely fmiling, cry'd : 
Let Heaven^s high will my future fiite decide ; 
Die thou ! to ravenous dogs and fowls a prey—* 
Then with his foot he prefsM him as he lay. 
And rent at once the fieel and life away. 

Meanwhile a flripling of the foldan's train 
Mix*d in the fhock of arms and fighting m^n : 

voir. !• X 
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Oa his fair cheeks the flower of youth was leen^ 029 

Nor yet the down had fledg'd his tender chin : 

The fweat that trickled o*er his blooming &ce> 

Like orient pearls, improved the blufliing grace : 

The duft gave beauty to his flowing hair. 

And wrath was pleafmg in a form fo fair. 

He rode a courfer white as new-fall*n fnow. 

On hoary Apennine's afpiring brow : 

Nor winds nor flames his fwiftne(s could exceed, 

Praftis*d to turn, and matchlefs in his fpeed : 

Grafp'd in the midft, the youth a javelin bore ; 

A crooked fabre at his fide he wore : 

With barbarous pomp (rciplendent to behold!) 

He (hone in purple veftments wrought with gold. 

While thus the boy (whom martial fires inflame^ 
Pleas*d with the din of arms, and new to fame) 
Now here, now there, overthrew the warring band. 
And met with none his fury to withiland ; 
Fierce Argillan, advancing^ near him drew. 
Then with a fudden fl:roke his fteed he flew. 
And on the tender foe impetuous flew. 
In vain with moving prayers he fues for grace. 
In vain hQ begs with fupplicating face j 
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The fword is rais'd againft the blooming boy, 651 
The faireft work of nature to deftroy: 
Yet pity feem*d to touch the fcnfelcls fteel ; 
The edge turn'd, hannlefs, as the weapon fell : 
But what avaird it ? when the cruel foe. 
With the (harp point, retriev'd his erring blow. 
Fierce Solyman, who, thence not didant far. 
By Godfrey prefs*d, maintained a doubtful war ; 
Soon as his favourite's dangerous ftate he fpies, 
Forfakes the fight, and to his relcUe flies : 
Now with his thundering fword the ways are freed : 
He comes to avenge, but not prevent the deed. 
He fees, alas! his dear Le/binus flain. 
Like a young flower that withers on the plain. 
His dying eyes a trembling luftre flied i 
On his fair neck declined his drooping head ; 
His languid face in mortal palenefs charmed. 
And every bread to (oft companion warm'd : 
Untouch*d before, now melts the marble heart; 
And, midft his wrath, the gufhing (brrows ftart. 
And wcep'ft thou, Solyman ! at pity's call. 
Who, tearlefs, (aw thy mighty kingdom's fall? 
But when his eyes the hoftile weapon view'd. 
Still war(n and reeking with the ftripling*s blood, 

X 2 
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Th* indignant fury boiling in his breads 675 

Awhile his pity and his tears fupprefs'd : 

On Argillan the rapid fteel he drives> 

At once th' oppofing fhield and helmet riv^s^ 

And cleaves his head beneath the weighty blow : 

A wound well worthy of fo great a foe ! 

His wrath ftill unappeas'd, he quits his fteed. 

And wreaks his vengeance on the ienfelefs dead. 

So with the done, that galVd him from afar> 

The maitiff wages unavailing war. 

O ! vain attempt his forrows to allay. 

By rage inienfate on the breathleis clay ! 

Meantime the leader of the Chriftian train. 
Nor fpends his anger, nor his blows in yain. 
A thoufand Turks againft him held the field, 
Arm'd with the jointed mail, the helm, and fhield : 
Their limbs robuft to hardy toils were bred j 
And, fkill'd in fight, their fouls no danger dread* 
Thefe oft with Solyman in battle flood. 
And midil the deferts late his fleps purfu*d j 
In Araby partook his wandering flatej^ 
The faithful partners of his ad verfe fate : 
Thefe, clofe coUeded in one daring band. 
The prelfing valour of the Franks withftand 
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Here noble Godfrey well his falchion ply*d, 699 
And pierc'd Corcutes* brow, Rofteno*s fide 5 
Then from the fhoulders fcver*d Selim's head, 
'And lopp'd Rofano*s arms with trenchant blade. 
Nor thefe alone^ but numbers more he kill'd^ 
And mangled trunks and limbs bcftrow*d the field. 

While thus he fought againft the Turkilh band» 
And with intrepid force their rage fuftain*ds 
While fortune ftill with equal pinions flew. 
Nor hopes of conqueft left the Pagan crew i 
Behold a cloud of rifing duft appear. 
Teeming with threatening arms, and big with war; 
And hence a fudden flafh of armour bright 
Flird all the Pagan hoft with panic fright. 
Of purple hue there fifty warriors held 
A Crofs triumphant in an argent field. 
Had I an hundred mouths, a hundred tongues^ 
A voice of iron breathed from iron lungs, 
I could not all the Pagan numbers tell 
That by this troop*s impetuous onfet fell : 
The fearful Arab finks ; the Turk in vain 
Refifts the fiorm, and fights but to be flain« 
Around the field in various forms appear. 
Rage, Horror, Cruelty^ and abjed Fear ; 
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On every (ide, exulting, death is found, 723 

And purple torrents deluge all the ground. 

Now with a fquadron, iffuing froni the gate, 
(Unconfcious of the Pagan's woeful ftate) 
King Aladine appear'd, and from his height 
Beheld the fubjefl plain and doubtful fight : 
Full foon his eyes the fcene of Daughter meet. 
And ftrait he gives command to found retreat; 
And oft the monarch calls, but calls in vain, 
Clorinda and Argantes from the plain : 
The furious couple ftill rejeft his prayer, 
With carnage drunk, infatiable of war ! 
At length they yield : yet every means they tried 
Their troops in order from the field to guide. 
But who with laws can daftard fouls reftrain ? 
The rout is general *mongft th* affrighted train : 
This cafts afide his fhield, and that his fword i 
Thcfe ufelefs burthens no defence afford. 
A vale between the camp and city lies, 
Stretch'd from the weftern to the fputhern Ikies ; 
There fled the timorous bands, with many a groan. 
And clouds of duft roU*d onward to the town. 
The Chriftian powers purfue their eager chacc, 
\^^Ith dreadful flaughter of the Pa^ race ; 
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But when, afcending, near the walls they drew, 747 
Where, with his aid, the king appeared in view^ 
His yiftor-forcc the cautious Guelpho ftayM, 
Nor would the dangerous rocky height invade : 
While Aladine coUefts his men with care. 
The fcacterM remnants of fuccefslefs war. 

The foldan*s waning llrength can now no more^ . 
(The utmoft ftretch eflay'd of human power) 
His breath in fhorter pantings comes and goes. 
And blood with fweat from every member flows. 
His arm grows weak beneath the weighty fhield 1 
His weary hand can fcarce the falchion wield : 
Feebly he ftrikes, and fcarce can reach the foe. 
While the blunt weapon aims a fruideis blow. 
And now he paused awhile, immers'd in thought» 
A labouring doubt within his bofom wrought 1 
If by his own illuftrious hand to bleed. 
Nor leave the foes the glory of the deed; 
Or if, furvivor in the fatal ftrife. 
To quit the field, and fave his threatened life# 
Fate has fubdu*d (at length the leader cry*d) 
My fhame (hall fwell the haughty vi Aor*s pride : 
Again th* infulting foe my flight (hall view. 
Again my exile with their fcorn purfue; 
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But foon behold me turn in arms again, jji 

To blaft their peace, and (hake their tottering reign. 

Nor yield I now — ^my rage (hall burn the feme j 

Eternal wrongs eternal vengeance claim : 

Still will I rife a more inveterate foe, 

And^ dead, purfue thenft from the ihades below ! 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

SoLTMANy in his jooroey to Gaza, is accoiied by Ifmeno, who 
perfaades him to retum -, and convejrs him in an enchanted 
chariot to Jerafalem. The magician condnds the foldan 
through a fubterraneotis cave into the city, and brings him to 
the conndl-hally where he ftands, concealed in a doud, and 
hears the debates. The fpeeches of Argantes and Orcanes. 
Soljman at Uift difcovers himfeif, and is received with the 
greateft joy by the king. In the mean time it is known to 
Godfrey, that the warriors who came to his affifiance were 
thofe who had followed Armida. One of them relates to the 
general their adventures. Peter foretels the retum and future 
glory of Binaldo. 
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Whilb thus the foldan fpoke^ a deed he ipy*dj 
That wandered near^ unburthen'd of his guide ; 
Then inftant, fpent with toil and (^int with heat^ 
He ieiz'd the reins and prefs*d the welcome leat : 
Fallen is his creft^ that late fo dreadful rofe. 
His helm diigrac*d no more its fplendor Ihows i 
His regal vefture ftrows the dofly plains^ 
And not a trace of all his pomp remains ! 

As, from the nightly fold, the wolf puriu*d^ 
Flies to the ihelter of the friendly wood ; 
Though fill'd with carnage, ftiU he thirfb for molr. 
And licks his ravenous jaw» impure with gore : 
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So fled the foldan^ from the field compell'd^ la 

Still bent on flaughteo ftiU his rage unquelFd : 
Safe from furrounding fpears he took his flighty 
find all the deathful weapons of the fight : 
Alone^ unieen^ the warrior joumey'd on. 
Through folitary paths, and ways unknown : 
His fbture courfe revolving in his minds 
Now here J now there, his doubtful thoughts inclined. 
At length he fix*d to feek the friendly coaft 
Where Egypt^s king coUedts his powerfiil hoft. 
And join with him his fortune in the field. 
To prove what amis another day would yield. 
And, thus refolv'd, the welUknown courfe he bore 
That led to ancient Gaza's (andy ihore. 
Though now his weary limbs require repofe. 
And every wound with keener anguKh glows ; 
Yet all the day he fled with eager hafl:e, 
Nor left his courfer, jior his n^ail unbrac'd. 
But when the du&y gloom perplexed the fight. 
And objedb loft their colour by the night. 
He fwath*d his wounds s a palm-tree near him ftood. 
From this he (hook the fi-uit (his homely food!) 
His hunger thus appeas'd, the ground he prefs'd. 
And (ought to eaib his limbs with needful reft ;. 
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On his hard Ihield his penfivc head reclin*d, 37 

He drove to calm the tumult of his mind. 
Difdain and grief his heart alternate rend^ 
And like two vultures in his breaft contend. 
At length when night had gainM her midmoft way. 
And all the world in peaceful filence lay. 
Overcome with labour^ fleep his eyes opprels'dt 
And fteep'd his troubles in Lethean rcA. 
While thus on earth he lay, a voice feverc. 
With thefe upbraidings, thunder'd in his ear. 

O J Soly man ! - regardlefs chief, awake 1 
In happier hours thy grateful flumber take 
Beneath a foreign yoke thy fubjeds bend^ 
And ilrangers o'er thy land their rule extend* 
Here doft thou fleep ? here clofe thy cardeis eyes. 
While uninterr'd each lov'd afibciate lies ? 
Here, where thy fame has £dt the hoftile icom, 
Canft thou, unthinking, wait the riling morn ? 

The ibldan wak'd, then raised his fight, and viewed 
A fire, of reverend mien, who near him ftood ; 
Feeble he ieem'd with age, his fteps to guide 
A friendly ftaff its needfiil aid fupply*d. 
Say, what art thou, who dar*ft (Ae monarch cries) 
Dilpel foft flumber from the tray^Uer's eyes ? 
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What part canft thou in all our glory chum 01 

And what to thee our vengeance or our ihame ? 

In me behold a friend, (the ftranger faid) 
To whom in part thy purpofe (lands difplay*d : 
And here I proffer, with auxiliar care. 
In all thy labours and deligns to fhare. 
Forgive my zeal f reproaches oft inipire 
The noble mind, and raife the hero's fire. 
Thou feek'ft th' Egyptian king--fuch thoughts reffrain. 
Nor tempt a long and toillbme traft in vain ; 
Even now the monarch calls his numerous bands. 
And moves his camp to affift Judea*s lands. 
Think not thy worth at Gaza can be (hown. 
That *gainft our foes thy force can there be known; 
But follow where liead, and, iafe from barms. 
Within yon wall, begirt by Latian arms» 
To place thee, even at noon of day, I (wear. 
Without the brandi(h*d fword or lifted fpear. 
New toils, new dangers, there thy arms attend ; 
There (hall thy force the town befieg'd defend^ 
Till Egypt's hoft, arrived, their fuccour yield. 
And call thy courage to a nobler field. 

Thus while he (poke, the liftening Turk amaz*d> 
Full on the hoary fire in filence gaz*d : 
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His haughty looks no more their fiercenefs boafty 85 
And all his anger is in wonder loft. 

Then thus : O father ! ready to obey^ 
Behold I foUow where thou point*ft the way: 
But ever beft that counfel (hall I prize^ 
Where moft of toil^ where moft of danger lies. 

The fire his words approved ; then fearch'd, with caret 
Each recent wound^ annoyed by chilling air ; 
With powerful juice^ inftiird, his ftrength lenew'd. 
And eas*d the pain, and ftanch'd the flowing^ blood* 

Aurora now her rofy wreaths dilplays^ 
And Phoebus gilds them with his orient rays. 
Time calls (he cries) the fun direfts our way. 
That fummons mortals to the toils of day. 
Then to a car^ that near him ready ftood^ 
He paisM ; the chief of Nice his fteps purfii'd : 
They mount the feat; the ftranger takes the reins^ 
Before the lafli the couriers fcour the plains ; 

They foam, they neigh, their fmoking noftrils blow^ 
And the champ'd bits are white with fit>thy fnow. 
Then (ftrange to tell) the air, condensed in cbuds, 
\^ith thickeft veil the rolling chariot Ihrouds i 
Yet not a mortal fight the mill elpy*d. 
Nor could an engine's force the cloud divide ; 
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While from its fecrct womb^ with piercing eyes» 109 
They viewed around the plains, the hills, and fkies. 
Struck with the fight his brows the foldan rais'd> 
And ftedfaft on the cloud and chariot gaz'd ; 
While on their courfe with ceafelefs fpeed they flew : 
Well by his looks the fire his wonder knew; 
And, calling on his name, the chief he (hook; 
When, rQUzii>g from his trance, the warrior {pclkc. 

O tfa(Hi i whoe'er thou art, whofe wondrous ikill 
Can force the laws of nature to thy wiU; 
Who, at thy pleafure, view'ft with fearching eyes 
The human breaft, where every fecret lies : 
If yet thy knowledge (which fo far tranicends 
All human thcnight) to future time extends ; 
O fay ! what reft or woe is doom'd by &te 
To all the toils of Afia's broken (btte i 
But firft declare thy name ; what hidden art 
Can power to work luch miracles impart ? 
This wild amazement from my foul remove. 
Or vain will all thy future fpecches prove. 

To whom, with fmiles, the ancient fire reply'd : 
In part thy wifhes may be fadsfy'd : 
Behold Ifmeno ! (no ignoble name) 
In magic lore all Syria owns my fame. 



Mo?cx. DELIVERED. jm 

But that my tongue fhould diftant times relate, 133 

And trace the annals of myilerious fate^ 

A greater power denies ; thy thoughts exceed 

The narrow bounds to mortal man decreed. 

Let each his valour and his wifdom fliow^ 

To ftem the tide of human ills below ; 

For oft 'tis feen, that with the brave and wife. 

The power to make their profperous fortune lies. 

Thy conquering arms may prove a happier field; 

Thy force may teach the boaftful Franks to yield : 

Think not alone the city to defend. 

On which the Latian foes their fury bend ; 

Confide ! be bold ! for fire and fword prepare ; 

A happy ifTue ftill may crown the war. 

Yet to my words attend, while I recite 

What, as through clouds, I view with doubtful light. 

I fee, or feem to fee, ere many a year 

Th* eternal planet gild die rolling fphere, 
A chief whofe rule' (hall fertile Egypt blefs, 
Whofc mighty aftions Afia (hall confefs- 

» A cMefnuhoft ruU^ He means SaladiDe, for his valour made 
foldaa of Egypt, who took Jerufalem from the ChrifUansy after 
they had been cightj years in pofleffion of it, and had there 
edablifhed a feat of kingly government. 

VOL. I. y 
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Let this fuffice ; hot only in the field, 153 

Beneath his force the Chriftian powers fhall yield 5 
But from their race his arms fliall rend the fway, 
And all their ftate ufurpM in ruin lay: 
Till, fenc'd by feas, within a narrow land 
Groan the fad relicks* of the wretched band. - 
He from thy blood fliall fpring, — Ifmeno faid : 
And thus the king his generous anfwer made -, 
(His bofom kindling at the hero's fame) 
O happy chief! whofe deeds fuch glory claim! 
For me, let jgood or ill my life betide, 
And fortune, as prefcrib'd above, provide : 
No power fliall e'er my vigorous mind control, 
Or bend th' unconquer*d temper of my foul ; 
Firft fliall the moon and ftars their courfe forfake» 
Ere I my foot remove from glory's track. 
He faid ; and, while he fpoke, with martial ire 
His eyeballs flafli'd, his vifage fcem*d on fire. 

Thus commun*d they, till near the chariot drew 
To where the Chriftian tents appear'd in view. 

V Groan fhefad reUcks — "] Tlie p(xt is here thought to mean 
Cyprus, which was given by Luiignan to Eurico count o£ 
Campagna, and which continued in pofleflion of fonae of the 
Chridians after the eflabliihoient of Saladine in the holy 
land. 
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A fcenc of carnage here their eyes furvey'd, 173 

Where death appeared in various forms difplay'd* 
Touch'd at the fight, the foldan's tears overflow, 
And all his face is (pread with generous woe : 
He fees, inflam'd with anger and difdain, 
His mighty ftandards fcatter'd on the plain : 
He fees the Franks exulting o'er the dead. 
And on his deareft friends in triumph tread : 
While fi-om the breathlefs corfe the arms they tear. 
And from the field the glorious trophies bear. 
There fbme he views, whofe funeral care attends 
Th' unbury'd relics of their Chriftian friends : 
And others here prepare the blazing pyre. 
Where Turks and Arabs feed one common fire. 

Deeply he figh'd, and ftraight his falchion drew. 
And from the lofty car impetuous flew : 
3ut fbon Ifmeno checked his eager hafle. 
And in the feat again the warrior plac'd ; 
Then fought the hill, while, didant on the plain. 
Behind their courfe the Chriftian tents remain. 

Then from the car they 'light (at once from view 
DifTolv'd in air, the wondrous car withdrew) 
Still with the cloud inihrin'd, on foot they fere. 
And down the mountain to the vale repair 1 

V 2 



324 JERUSALEM book x. 

Where Sion's hill, that here begins to rife, 197 

Turns its broad back againft the weftern (kies. 
Th' enchanter ftay'd ; and now, advancing nigh. 
Explored the ftecpy fide with heedful eye : 
A hollow cavern opened, in the (tone, 
A darkfome pafs, in former ages known. 
But now with weeds and brambles overgrown : 
Through this the forcerer foon the paflage try'd. 
And held his better hand the prince to guide. 

Then thus the foldan : Through what darkfome way 
Muft here my fteps by ftealth inglorious ftray? 
O ! rather grant that, with this trufty blade. 
Through fcatter*d foes a nobler path be made. 
Let not thy feet difdain (Ifmeno faid) 
To tread the path which Herod wont to tread, 
Whcfe fame in arms o'er many regions fpread. 
This monarch firft the hoUow cavern fram*(^ 
What time his fubjedls to the yoke he tam*d : 
By this he could with eafe the tower afcend, 
(Then call'd Aotonia^ from his deareft friend) 



^ Then eairdAniama — ^] Jofephus relates that Herod gave this 
name to the tower from Marc Antonj the triumvir. 
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Thence with his troops could leave the town unfeen, 

Or there re-enter with fupplies of men. 2 1 8 

But now to me reveal'd, to me alone 

Of all mankind^ this fecret path is known. 

This way (hall lead us to the regal feat^ 

Where now the wife and brave in fynod meet, 

Caird by the anxious king to high debate. 

Who fears perhaps too far the frowns of fate : 

Awhile in filence all their counfels hear, 

Tillj breaking on their fight, thou Ihalt appear, 

And pour thy Ipeech in every wondering car. 

He faid, and ccas*d ; no more the warrior ftay'd. 
But enter'd, with his guide, the gloomy (hade : 
Darkling they went through paths concealed from view. 
And, as they pa(s*d, the cavern wider grew. 
Ifmeno now unfolds a fecret door; 
They mount by fteps long-time difus'd before : 
Here through a narrow vent, from upper day. 
Appears the glimmering of a doubtful ray. 
Now from the feats of night their courfc they bend. 
And fudden to a ftately hall afcend j 
Where, with his fceptre, crown*d in awful ftate, 
Amidfl his mournful court the mournful monarch fate. 
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The haughty Turk, withi n the cloud conceard, 240 
In filence ftood, and all that pafs'd beheld ; 
Then hestd the monarch in an awful tone 
Addrefs the fcnate from his lofty throne. 

Oj &ithful peers! behold the turn of fate! 
The laft dire day how deadly to our ftate! 
From every former hope of conqueft thrown. 
Our fafety refts on Egypt's powers alone ; 
But thefe muft join us from a diftant land^ 
When prefent dangers prefent aid demand. 
For this I bade you here the council hold. 
And each the purport of his thoughts unfold. 

He ceas*d : and foon a murmuring found enfu'dj 
Like zephyrs foftly whifpering through the wood : 
Till, rifing from his feat, v/ith noble pride 
And fearlefs Ipeech, Argantes thus reply'd. 

What words are thefe to damp the martial fire ! 
No aid from us thy wifdom can require. 
O! in ourfelvcs our hopes alone mud reft. 
If virtue ever guards th' intrepid brcaft: 
Be that our arms, be that our wifli'd fupplics. 
Nor let us life beyond our glory prize ! 
I (peak not this becaufe my anxious mind 
Delpairs from Egypt certain aid to find : 
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Forbid it! that iti7 thoughts, fo far mifled, ^4 

Should doubt the promife which my king has made. 
But this my ardent foul has long de(ir*d^ 
To find a few with daundefs fpirits fir'd ; 
That every chance can view with equal eyes. 
Can (eek for vifbory, or death defpife. 

Orcanes next ^rofe, with plaufive grace. 
Who mix*d with princes held the nobleft place : 
Once known in arms amid the field he fhin'd % 
But, to a youthful (poufe in marriage join*d. 
Proud of the hufband and the father's name^ 
In flothful eafe he ftaind his former fame. 

Then thus he fpoke : Well pleas'd the words I hear 
Which fpring, O monarch! from the foul (incere; 
When the full heart with inbred ardour gbws. 
And generous threats the hero*s warmth difclofe. 
Should now, tranfported with a noble rage^ 
The good Circaflian*s heat too far engage ; 
This may we grant to him whofe daundeis might 
Difplays like ardour in the field of fight 
It refts with thee his fury to control. 
When youth too far tranfports his fiery foul. 
^Tis thine to view, in equal balance weigh'dj 
The prelcnt danger with the diftant 
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The hoftile power that on our city falls, 1288 

Our new-rais'd ramparts and our mouldering walls. 

I ipeak the didates of a faithful heart; 

Our town is ftrong by nature, ftrong by art $ 

Yet, ice what mighty fchemes the foes intend, 

What huge machines againft the walls afcend! 

Th' event remains unknown — I hope and fear 

The various chances of uncertain war, 

Th' unlook'd-for finall fupply of herds and corn 

That yefter-night within the town was borne, 

Can ill fuffice fo valt a city's call, 

If long the Gege (hould laft before our wall : 

And laft it muft, though by th' appointed day 

Th* Egyptian forces here their aid dilplay: 

But what our fate if longer they delay? 

Yet grant thofe fuccours (hould prevent in ipeed 

Their plighted promiie, and our hope exceed : 

I fee not thence the certain conqueft won. 

Nor from the Chriftians freed the threatened town. 

We muft, O king! with Godfrey meet in fight. 

Thole gallant chie6, thofe bands approv'd in might, 

Whofe arms fo oft have fcatter'd o'er the plain 

■ 

The Syrian, Perfian, and Arabian train. 
Thou, brave Axgantcs! oft compelled to yield, . 
Haft proved too well their valour in the field : 
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Oft haft thou fled the foe with eager hafte^ 3i3 

And in ihj nimble feet thy fafety plac'd. 
Qorinda and myfelf have felt their hoft i 
Nor let a warrior o'er his fellows boaft. 
Free let me fpeak^ and unreftrain*d by fear, 
(Though yonder champion fcom the truth to hear. 
And threaten death) my deep foreboding mmd 
Beholds thefe dreadful foes with hte combin*d : 
Nor troops nor ramparts can their force fuftain i 
Here fhall they fix at laft their certain reign. 
Heaven witnefs ! what I {peak the time requires. 
Love for my country and my king inipires. 
How wife the king of Tripoly ! who gained 
Peace from the Chriftians, and his realms retain'd; 
While the proud fo]dan, on the naked plains 
Now breathlefs lies, or wears ignoble chains ; 
Or hid in exile, trembling from the fbife. 
Prolongs in diftant lands his wretched life : 
Who, yielding part, with gifts and tribute paid. 
Had flill the reft in peace and fafety fway'd. 

He faid; and thus his coward-thoughts difclos*d. 
With artful words in doubtful phrafe composed i 
Yet durft not plainly his advice declare. 
To fue for peace, a foreign yoke to wear. 
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But, as his fpeeches fir'd with juft dildain, 337 

No more the foldan could his wrath reftratn. 
To whom Ifmeno — Can thy generous car 
Without concern theic vile reproaches hear? 
Unwilling have I fta/d (the chief returns) 
My confcious foul with juft refentment bums. 
Scarce had he ended, when the mift, that threw 
Irs friendly veil around^ at once withdrew ; 
Diflblv'd in air was loft the fleecy cloud. 
And, left in open light, the monarch ftood ; 
Full in the midft his dreadful front he rears. 
And fudden thus accofts their wondering ears. 

Lo ! here the man you name, the foldan ftands ^ 
No timorous exile fled to diftant lands ! 
This arm (hall yonder daflard*s lies di^rove. 
And ihow what fears his trembling bofom move* 
I, who of Chriftian blood (iich torrents ihed, 
And pil'd the plain with mountains of the dead ! 
Left in the vale, by foes begirt in flght. 
All fuccours loft ! am I accus'd of flight ? 
But fliould this wretch, or any fuch, again, 
Falfe to his country, to his faith a ftain. 

Dare, with his words, to fhameful peace betray, 

« 

(Do thou, O monarch ! give my juftice way) 
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This falchion fhall avenge, the hateful part, 961 

And ftab the treaibn lurking in his heart. 
Firft in one fold fhall wolves and lambs remain, 
One neft the ierpent and the dove contain. 
Ere with the Franks one land behold our ftace. 
On any terms but everlafting hate! 

While haughty thus he fpoke, with thifeatening mien. 
His dreadful hand upon his fword was ieen. 
Struck with his prefence, with his words amaz'd. 
The pale aflliflants mute and trembling gaz*d. 
Then, with a foften'd air and milder look. 
To Aladine he turn'd, and thus he fpoke : 
We truft, O monarch ! welcome akl we bring. 
When Solyman appears to aflift the king. 

Then Aladine, who near to meet him drew: 
How glows my heart a friend like thee to view 1 
No more I feel my flaughter'd legions loft, 
No more my foul with anxious fears is toft. 
Thou fhalt my reign fecure^ and fbon reflore 
(If Heaven permit) thy own fubverted power. 

This faid, around his neck his arms he cafl. 
And with an eager joy his friend embraced. 
Judea's fovereign then, this greetii^ done. 
Gave to the mighty chief his regal throne : 
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Himi^ befide him, to the left he plac'd, sss 

Ifineno next with equal honours grac'd. 
And while» inquiring every chance of &te> 

In converie with die fire the monarch iate^ 
To honour Solyman the warrior-dame 
Approach'd; then all> by her example, came* 
Among the reft, Ormufles rofe, whofe care 
Preferv'd his £uthful Arabs from the war : 
Theie, while the hofts with mutual fury fought, 
By night in fafety to the walls he brought ; 
And, with fuppHcs of herds and corn convey'd. 
Gave to the famifli'd town a needful aid 

Alone, with lowering front and gloomy ftate. 
In filence wrapt, the fierce Circaflian fate : 
So feems a fion, couching on the ground. 
Who fullcn rolls his glaring eyes around : 
While low his head dedin'd with penfive air. 
The foldan's looks Orcanes could not bear. 

In council thus Judea's tyrant fate. 
The kii^ of Nice, and nobles of the ftate. 

But pious Godfrey, vidor of the day. 
Had chac'd his foes, and clear'd each guarded way: 
And now he paid his warriors, flain in fight, 
The laft due honours of the funeral rite s 
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Then bade the reft prepare (his mandate known) 4og 
The fecond day in arms to afiault the town; 
And threatened, with machines of every kind. 
The rude Barbarians in their walls confin'd. 

The leader (bon the timely iquadron knew. 
That brought him aid againft the faithlefs crew : 
In this the prime of all his fiiends he view'd, 
^ho once the fraudful damiel*s track pur(u*d : 
Here Tancred came> who late, by wiles reftrain*d, 
A prifoner in Armida's fort remained. 
For thefe> to meet beneath his lofty tent^ 
Before the hermit and his chiefs, he ient. 

Then thus he faid: Let (bme, O warriors! tell 
Th* adventures that your wandering courle befell; 
And how you came, by fortune thus conveyed. 
In need fo great to give fuch welcome aid. 

He ceas*d ; whra, confcious of his fecret blame. 
Each hung his head deprefs*d with generous ihame; 
Till Britain's heir bclov'd ^ the filence broke. 
And rais'd his eyes as thus (incere he fpoke. 

We went (whole names, undrawn, the urn concealM) 
l^or each to each his clofe defign reveal'd. 
The darkfome paths of treacherous love to trace, ^ 
Lur'd by the features of a guileful £ice : 

* WiLUAM. 
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Her words and looks (too late I own the (hame) 493 
Increased our mutual hate, our mutual flame : 
At length we drew to where, in dreadful ire. 
Heaven rain'd on earth ^ of old a ftorm of fire, 
To avenge the wrongs, which nature's laws endured. 
On that dire race to wicked deeds inured : 
Where once were fertile lands and meadows green. 
Now a deep lake with fulphurous waves was (een : 
Hence noifome vapours, baleful fteams arife. 
That breathe ccmtagion to the diftant (kies^ 
In this each ponderous mafs is thrown in vain. 
The fluggifh waters every weight fuftain : 
In this a caftie flood, from whicb there lay 
A narrow bridge to invite the wanderer's way. 
We entered here; and, wondering, faw within 
Each part prefent a lovely fylvan fcene ; 
Soft was the air, the fkies ferene and mild, 
Widi flowers adorn*d the hills and vallies fmil*d: 
A fountain, *midft a bower of myrde fhade. 
With lucid ilreams in fweet meanders ftray*d : 

« Heavm ramd on earth'^ The' couDtry of Sodom and 
Gomorra. Ariftotle and Galea both mention the lake here 
defcribed by the poet, and give the fame reafon for its fap- 
porting any heavy fubftancei the groilhefi and denfity of the 
water. 
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On the foft herbage downy (lumbers lay; 453 

Through whifpering leaves the fanning breezes play; 
And cheerful fongfters warble on the fpray. 
I pais the domes our eyes beheld amaz'dj 
Of coftly gold and polilh'd marble raised. 

Thtfre on the turf, with (hade o'er-arching grac'd. 
Near purling rills the dami a banquet placed; 
Where fculptur'd vafes deck'd the coftly board. 
With viands choice of every flavour ftorM : 
Whate'er to different climes and funs we owe. 
Which earth, or air, or ocean^ can beftow ; 
With all that art improves! and while we (ate. 
An hundred beauteous nymphs in order wait. 
With gende (peech and foft enticing fmiles. 
She tempers other food and fatal wiles ; 
While every gueft receives the deadly flame. 
And quafl!s a long oblivion of his &me. 

She left us now, but (bon refum*d her place. 
When anger feem'd to kindle in her face. 
Within her better hand a wand (he bore ; 
Her left fuftain'd a book of magic power : 
Th* enchantrefs read, and muttered fecret charms. 
When, lo I a fudden change my breaft alarms ! 
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Strange fancies foon my troubled thoughts purfu'd, ' 
S«idden I plunged amid the cryftal flood : 477 

My legs, (hrunk up, their former fun&ion leave ; 
To either fide my arms begin to cleave ; 
A fcaly covering o'er my (kin is grown. 
And in the fi(h no more the man is known ! 

An equal change with me the reft partook. 
And fwam, transfbrm'd, within the limpid brook. 
Oft as my mind recalls th* event, I feem 
Loft in th' illufion of an idle dream. 

At length her art our former fliape reftor'd. 
But fear and wonder chok*d each ifluing word. 
As thus amaz*d we ftood, with angry brows 
She threaten^ added pains and future woes. 

Behold (flie cried) what power is in my hand I 
I rule your fates with uncontrolled command : 
My will can keep you from ethereal light, 
The haplefs prifoners of eternal night ; 
Can bid you range among the feather'd kind. 
Or, changed to trees, with rooted fibres bind ; 
Can fix in rocks, diflblve in limpid ftreams. 
Or turn to brutal form the human limbs. 
It refts on you to avert my vengefiil ire ; 
Confent to obey what my commands require : 
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j£mbrace the Pagan faiths my realms defend, 500 
And your keen fwords on rnipious Godfrey bend. 

She faid : the proffered terms our fouls difdain'd^ 
I^er words alone die Mft Rambaldo gain'd 
Us (no defence avail'd) (he ftrait conflrains 
tn loathfbme dungeons and xroercive chains* 
Thither was Tancred led, by fortune croft, 
Where, join*d widi us, his liberty he lolL 
but litde time, confined within the tower. 
The falfe enchantreis kept us in her power* 
^Twas faid, an envoy from Damafcus came^ 
To gjun her prifoners from th' unhallow'd dame; 
And thence, difarm*d, in fetters bound, to bring, 
A welcome prefent to th' Egyptian king. 

We went, furrounded by a numerous guard. 
When Heaven's high will unhop*d-for aid prepared* 
The good Rinaldo, who, with deeds of fame. 
Adds every moment to his former name. 
Our courie impeding, on our leaders fell. 
And prov*d that valour, often proved fo well. 
He flew, he vanqui(h*d all beneath his fword. 
And foon again our former arms reftor*d. 
To me, tp all confefs'd die youth appeared ; 
We grafp*d his hand, his well-known voice we hedid, 
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